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First Baptist Church of Peoria, Illinois, Seminary for Seniors  
“Mental exercise classes for the inquisitive, brave, and curious” 

Thursday, January 19 & 26, February 2 & 9 

 

Dr. Rodney Kennedy, interim pastor at FBC Peoria, will be the moderator for the first class offered in the new Seminary for Seniors. 

The class —  "Faith and Doubt in Southern Literature" — will have its first session on Thursday, January 19th, at 10:30 a.m. The 

class will read short stories by southern authors and have conversations about the religious themes in those stories. The textbook is 

The Christ-Haunted Landscape, edited by Susan Ketchins. The book is available on Amazon and can be purchased for around $10 

There will be no cost for the class. Join us for stimulating, provocative conversation. Seminary for Seniors is for     people who want 

to keep learning and growing and pondering the meanings of life.  

Read, discuss, and discern the theological implications of Southern authors by reading a short story each week and discussing 

it. Background for the class includes an understanding of the Southern Christian variety of fundamentalism.  The South, while         

not Christ-centered, is, as Flannery O'Connor put it, "still Christ-haunted."  Learn the lessons written in fiction about the hold that 

evangelicalism has on the South, its religion, its culture, and its politics.  Each class is stand-alone, so attend as few or many as you 

like. 

 

January 22, 2017, second Sunday after Epiphany 

“THE MYTH OF RELIGIOUS VIOLENCE ” 
John 1:29-41 

The 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany celebrates the witness      
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. His commitment to non-
violence has often been overlooked because of his powerful 
work for civil rights, but Sunday we will consider the gospel of 
nonviolence. Additional Lectionary readings:  Isaiah 49:1-7, 
Psalm 40:1-11, and 1 Corinthians 1:1-9. 

Music: "Jesus Calls Us" - Chancel Choir 

 Welcome Center:  Lynnelle Ryan 

 

January 29, 2017, third Sunday after Epiphany 

“CAUGHT!”  
Matthew 4:12-23 

The story of Jesus calling disciples to join his Kingdom sounds 
like a foreign language in our culture.  A theologian said that his 
goal in life is to only know how to speak Christian. I’ll have some 
of that.  “The only way to speak Christian is to have a vocabulary 
large enough to write sentences and paragraphs  that are meant 
to form readers into disciples of Jesus” (Stanley Hauerwas, Work-
ing with Words). Additional Lectionary readings:  
Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1, 4-9, and 1 Corinthians 1:10-18. 

 Music:  "Unclouded Day" —Chancel Choir 
"Something in the Water”—Youth Band 

Welcome Center:  Jean Currie 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
10 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ■ 11 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

Please see the next page for our Pastor’s article. 



A PRAYER FOR OUR PRESIDENT 
By the Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

(Portions of this prayer from “Prayers of the People,”  Form I, The Book of Common Prayer) 
 

The inauguration of a new President, Donald Trump, turns my heart and mind to the primary language of the church – prayer.       
Perhaps we pray when all other options have been exhausted. Yet as Stanley Hauerwas reminds us, “Prayer is the heart of      
Christian speech.”  As Christians prayer is our speech. Whether we pray from desperation or out of the sheer joy of the surprising 
and at times terrifying contingencies of life, let us pray. Brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers, sinners, Americans, aliens, rich, poor, 
let’s all go down to the river to pray. What if our every response to a disagreement or a crisis was the Christian response: “Let us 
pray about this together.” 

The office of the president is too large for any one person, and its responsibilities too gargantuan to handle alone. President     
Abraham  Lincoln, that anguished theologian, comes to my mind because President Trump faces more division than any president 
since Lincoln spent all those horrific years engaged in a civil war threatening to tear forever apart the fabric of our union. 

It is our Christian duty to pray for our president. The campaign is in the past. What matters now is how the president will lead us as 
a nation. We are deeply divided and standing in the need of prayer. I take the risk of offering this prayer even in this age where  
every statement is turned, twisted, and examined and every observation subjected to criticism and defamation. I pray for our new 
president with a clean heart and a clear mind. I want the office of the presidency to make him wise and compassionate and a doer 
of justice and mercy. I desire for him the wisdom of the young Solomon rather than the petulant ignorance of Solomon’s son who 
followed in his father’s stead as King – the young Rehoboam who oppressed his people and whose bad political instincts led to the 
division of the kingdom. Please feel now why it is necessary for us to engage in an extended season of prayer for President Donald 
Trump, the United States of America, and our planet. Here is my first prayer. It will not be my last.   
 

A PRAYER FOR OUR PRESIDENT 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."   

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have  
mercy. 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For our new President, let us pray to the Lord. May he have the wisdom of the early Solomon and lead us to conserve the good 
earth, which God has given us. May he have compassion for the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, for the sick and 
suffering, and for the alien in our midst.  Lord, have mercy. 

May he develop a “thick skin” to rightly receive criticism and always protect and defend the Constitution of the United States,         
especially the freedom of the press and the separation of church and state. Lord, have mercy. 

May our President care for the poor and the oppressed, the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all 
who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.  

May he have the wisdom to avoid an arms race and refuse to yield to the temptation of violence as a way of salvation so that we 
may live in peace on this planet with deliverance from all  danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
May he possess the insight of the Hebrew psalmist: “The warhorse is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save.” 
Lord, have mercy. 

May he seek the counsel of the wisest, bravest, and just. May he find in those who have his ear, the wisdom of a general from      
another era who said, “We live in a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants, in a world that has achieved brilliance without       
wisdom, power without conscience. We have solved the mystery of the atom and forgotten the lessons of the Sermon on the Mount. 
We know more about war than we know about peace, more about dying than we know about  living.” Lord, have mercy. 

Protect our president from the sniveling whispers of the Great Tempter, who in his arrogance tempted even Jesus with the illusions 
of wealth and power and showmanship. Open his ears to hear your word, O Lord, and to reject the subtle voice of the devil. Lord, 
have mercy. 

Give the President a heart for all the people, the courage to do justice, and the compassion to protect all within his power. We ask 
all this Lord, by thy grace. Lord, have mercy. 

In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.  

To  thee, O Lord our God. 



ADULT LEARNING FOR FEBRUARY 
 

Please join us for our first quarter adult Sunday school offering 
on Sundays, February 5th and 12th.  Both of these classes will 
be viewing a new video being produced nationally, called "The 
No Joke Project.”  Rev. Dr. Phil Ladd will lead these classes and   
discussion. 

Phil is Vice President of Interfaith Alliance in Peoria, which is 
one of the producers of this video. Interfaith Alliance has already 
sponsored two "Peace For Peoria" events. Three people from  
Interfaith became very close friends for life. They included a  
pastor, a rabbi and an imam. The title "No Joke" was created 
because of jokes that begin: " A rabbi, a pastor, and an imam 
walk into...!” These three people decided to take their story   
national to provide a compelling counter- narrative to the harsh 
discourse of fear often spewing out of the national media. We 
hope you will join us. 

 

FBC YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
 

The youth group survived the second lock-in of the school 

year on Friday, January 6, with bowling, volleyball, laser 

tag, a Wii Just-Dance tournament, devotions, movies and 

only a little bit of sleeping.   
 

Thanks to Liz Siegler for the help and to the church body 

for the continued support of this amazing group of young 

people.  

           —Mark Grizzard 
 
 

MAKE SURE TO ORDER  
YOUR SUPER BOWL SUBS ON 
JANUARY 29, FOR PICKUP ON   

FEBRUARY 5! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Congratulations to Sonja & Walter Bauldauf and their son, 
Dean, on the birth of the newest Bauldauf, Bruce Holling    
Baldauf.  He was born at 3:17 Monday morning, January 9, 
weighing 7lbs. 4 oz. and 20 inches long.  Mom and baby are 
doing well. 

THANK YOU 
I thank everyone at First Baptist Church for the generosity and 
kindness shown to me since I first started working at the 
church. You have touched my life in many positive ways.  I was 
truly blessed when I found First Baptist Church and was given 
both a job and a family. 
    —Christina Hite 

    HEALTH TIPS:  

     ACT—FAST—CALL 911 
 

Any one of these could mean a stroke: 

Face — Look for an uneven smile. 

Arm — Check if one arm is weak. 

Speech — Listen for slurred speech. 

Time — Call 911 right away. 

STROKE IS A MEDICAL EMERGENCY 

Visit StrokeCall911.com to learn more. 

Lurene Ladd 
Parish Nurse (Ph: 309-691-2054) 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Ruth Turner Cindy Courtney Happy Dean 

Barb Twist Rose Kimpling  Pam Orrill 

Marvin Olson Jay McGee    Virginia Bott  
Alyssa Russell  Wally Weber  Carol Conover 
Jim Collins  June Fredell Rosemary Walk 
Dorothy Cumming  

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 

Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 

ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCHEON  
Sunday, January 29, 2017  

 

Reservation slips will be in the Sunday bulletins on January 15th & 
January 22nd, or call the church office, 682-5491, to make reserva-
tions. 
 

Annual reports will be available at the church in the Warm Room  on 
January 22nd 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The Illinois Music Educators Conference will host the All-State Jazz 
Night Concert the evening of Friday, January 29th.  There will be 
five groups performing.  The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. and    
conclude between 10:00 and 10:30 p.m.  There will be a pre-concert  
dinner at Avanti’s on North Knoxville at 5:30 p.m.  Please make    
reservations with Carol Maulding by January 24th via phone at         
309-692-0332 or e-mail at CarolMaulding@gmail.com. 
 

Church Women United will have a general meeting on Friday,       
February 3rd, at Bethel United Methodist Church, 210 N. Richard 
Pryor Place, Peoria.  The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

Dining Out Group 
 
The Dining Out group will meet for dinner at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday, January 27th at Obed and Isaac’s, 321 NE    
Madison, Peoria.   Please join us.  
 
If attending, call Jen Dusek at 309-231-6389, and we are 
also on Facebook.  
 
Jennifer Dusek 


