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"A HEALING MINISTRY FOR FIRST BAPTIST PEORIA”  
By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

On January 21, I preached a sermon about healthcare. On the surface, it sounded as if I had plunged head long into one 
of the most difficult and conflicting political issues of the time. That was not the case. My concerns were theological, and 
the primary theological concern was how the church could maintain a healing ministry. Keep in mind that healing may not 
be the same as curing, but that doesn't excuse the church from its healing ministry. 

The gospels are filled with the healing ministry of Jesus. He has been called the “Great Physician.” How his church gave 
up the healing ministry as if we were embarrassed confuses me. Why are we not more involved than ever in healing    
people of the fear of death? Why are we known as a healing church? 

Again I am not referring to the so-called "faith-healers" that dot the television landscape in the strange world of              
televangelism. I'm talking about a community that embraces and practices prayer, compassion, hospitality, and caring for 
the sick and wounded. The church practically invented the hospital and now churches and hospitals, especially among the 
Protestants, have mostly divorced. That Catholic hospitals remain a vital part of the Catholic Church shows us a different 
picture than the one where the names "Baptist" and "Methodist" often still appear as the name of a hospital only for       
marketing purposes. 

As hospitals become more corporate in nature, they make more corporate decisions. For example, a major healthcare  
corporation decided to eliminate the pastoral care department because as the Chief Financial Officer pointed out, "The 
pastoral care department isn't making a profit." Well, hospitals may be able to do without chaplains, but I'm not convinced 
that it is good for the patients. 

Perhaps the church is embarrassed by the idea that we are in the healing business. After all, God has some unusual   
healing methods. Once God told Moses to put a snake on a stick and those who had been snake bitten would be saved by 
looking on the bronze snake. This still confuses me when I read the story. This is one of those times when I wish I were a 
literalist, and I could just smile at this story and move to the next one. 

As I think of the church's healing ministry, I believe that we become a people bronzed and lifted up by God so that the 
world may see there is an alternative to being bitten to death in the land of snakes. As St. Paul reminds us, we have been 
raised up with Jesus. Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so the Son of Man has been lifted up that we 
might also be lifted up for the world as a light, a witness of God's love for the world. We can't heal people from death, but 
we can show them that even in death we will not be abandoned by Jesus. We don't have to be captives of death. How odd 
of God to save the world this way, that is, by making us his church. But who am I to second-guess God? 

In the weeks ahead, you should not be shocked when you are invited to a service of healing at First Baptist Church. There 
will be prayers, anointing with oil, and the laying on of hands. If you are nervous, read the instructions in the New          
Testament Epistle of James. Since we are in the healing ministry, don't you think we should hang our shingle and practice 
our faith? I pray for your healing. Amen. 



      HEALTH TIPS:  THE HEALING 

         POWER OF HUMOR  

Here are seven proven benefits of laughter for your body, 
mind and social life (RENEW Magazine): 

1. You’ll lessen pain.  Laughter releases endorphins in 
the body, which are considered one of the body’s pain-
killers, according to the Mayo Clinic. 

2. You’ll stress less.  Similar to exercise, laughter       
suppresses the release of stress hormones and boosts 
levels of the feel-good brain chemical endorphin. 

3. You’ll sharpen your brain.  One theory suggests that 
humor can improve cognitive functioning by activating 
all parts of the brain at once.  Researchers at the   
College of William and Mary found that a wave of  
electricity sweeps through the entire cerebral cortex 
before we laugh. And Berk’s research shows that 
laughter induces “gamma” frequencies — the main 
type of brain waves that help with recall and memory. 

4. You’ll feel closer to friends.  A well-timed joke can 
smooth over the most awkward social situations and 
make everyone feel more comfortable and supported. 

5. You’ll lower your blood pressure. Researchers at the 
University of Maryland Medical Center found a link 
between laughter and healthy blood vessels. A       
genuine laugh dilates your blood vessels, causing  
increased blood flow and reduced blood pressure. 

6. You’ll live longer.  According to a 15-year Norwegian 
study that showed women with a “high sense of      
humor” had a significantly lower chance of dying from 
cardiovascular disease and infections; men had     
significantly lower rates of death from infections. 

7. You’ll strengthen your immune system. National     
Institute of Health research suggests laughing boosts a 
type of white blood cell that guards against tumors and 
launches attacks against infections.  It also raises  
levels of infection-fighting antibodies. 

Lurene Ladd  
Parish Nurse, (309) 691-2054 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SS  

 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME ■ 11:15 AM ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
JANUARY 28, 2018, FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

“KNOWLEDGE AND LOVE” 
  I Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28  

The church at Corinth looks like a bunch of battling Baptists.  One 
day, while Paul is out of town preaching a revival, he gets a letter 
from Corinth riddled with complaints.  “Pastor, some members think 
they are more spiritual than others.  Some think they are smarter 
than others.  Pastor, what do we do?”  Slice and dice it any way you 
like, the church at Corinth was a war zone.   

Music:  "Your Love Defends Me" — Higher Ground 

Welcome Center:  Jean Currie 

Conversations With the Bible will not meet on January 28th so that 
all may attend the church’s Annual Meeting . 
 

FEBRUARY 4, 2018, FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

“A TROUBLED PREACHER”  
I Corinthians 9:16-23  

A preacher gravitates between wanting to be the beloved pastor and 
the one who is in trouble if he doesn't preach the gospel. Talk about 
a difficult place to be stuck. How about these apples: In trouble with 
God if the preacher doesn't preach the gospel; in trouble with the 
congregation if the preacher does preach the gospel. Oh my! 

Music:   "You Are Mine" — Chancel Choir with Erin Pilgrim, flute 

Welcome Center:  Delores Swigart 

Dr. Kennedy’s Conversations With the Bible group will meet in the 
Chapel at 11:15 a.m. to discuss the scripture readings for February 
11th (2 Kings 2:1-12 ). 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
 

First Baptist Church of Peoria will hold its annual meeting 
on January 28, 2018, at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The 
church’s budget for 2018 and proposed changes to the 
church’s constitution will be presented to the membership 
for approval.  Copies of the Annual Report are available on 
the large table by the office. If you wish an annual report 
and are not able to pick one up at the church, please    
contact the church office: (309) 682-5491 or 
fbcpeo@mtco.com. 
 

Luncheon will be served after the meeting.   

ABW FEBRUARY BRUNCH 
Saturday, February 10th, 10am to 11:30am 

 

Our speaker will be Susan Krick, who will share information about 
“Young Lives—Teen Moms. “ Susan is Bob & Mary Hinch’s daughter. 
The Evening Circle will make the meal.  The cost will be $4, paid at 
the door by the soda machine. Please make a reservation with    
Carolyn Ihnken: 685-1388 or email to csimk@comcast.net.  Feel free 
to invite guests. 

SUPER BOWL SUB’S  
ORDERS TAKEN IN FELLOWSHIP HALL, SUNDAY, JANUARY 28TH. 

SANDWICHES AVAILABLE IN FELLOWSHIP HALL, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH. 
COST $5 EACH — TURKEY OR HAM 

PANCAKE TUESDAY  
5:30 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THESE YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISERS. 



February 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  

8AM FBC Ex. 
(chapel) 

2 3  

8AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
(Fell. Hall) 

4 COMMUNION  

     SUNDAY 
  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship Time 
11:15AM Conversations 
w/the Bible (chapel) 
Super Bowl Sub Delvry. 

5  

10AM MUGS2 
@ Panera’s 

6  

8AM FBC Ex. 
(chapel) 
7:30PM Dartball 
@ Howett St. 

7 Rehearsals: 

5:15PM Guitar 
6PM Bells 
6:45PM Choir 
 
 

8 

8AM FBC Ex. 
(chapel) 

9  

6:30PM  
Gourmet Grp. 
(location TBD) 

10  

10AM ABW 
Brunch (Fell. 
Hall) 

11  

  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship Time 
11:15AM Conversations 
w/the Bible (chapel) 

12 

10AM MUGS2 
@ Panera’s 

13 

8AM FBC Ex. 
(chapel) 
5:30PM Youth 
Pancake Dinner 
6:30PM Board 
Mtgs (not Diac.) 
7:30PM Dartball 
@ 1st Methodist 

14  ASH WED. 

Rehearsals: 
5:15PM Guitar 
6PM Bells 
6:45PM Choir 

15 

8AM FBC Ex. 
(chapel) 
6:30PM  
Diaconate  Brd. 
Mtg. (parlor) 

16 17 

18 1ST DAY OF LENT 

  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship Time 
11:15AM Adult Current 
Issues: Homelessness  
(chapel) 
12PM Exec. Mtg.  

19  

10AM MUGS2 
@ Panera’s 

20 

8AM FBC Ex. 
(chapel) 
7:30PM Dartball  
FBC Fell. Hall 

21Rehearsals: 

5:15PM Guitar 
5:45PM Bells 
7:30PM Choir 
Lenten Dinner 

6:30PM in  
Fellowship Hall 

22 

8AM FBC Ex. 
(chapel) 

23  

6:30PM  
Dining Out 
Group  

24 

25  

  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship Time 
11:15AM Conversations 
w/the Bible (chapel) 

26 

10AM MUGS2 
@ Panera’s 

27 

8AM FBC Ex. 
(chapel) 
7:30PM Dartball 
FBC Fell. Hall 

28 Rehearsals: 

5:15PM Guitar 
5:45PM Bells 
7:30PM Choir 
Lenten Dinner 

6:30PM in  
Fellowship Hall 

   

 

Non-perishable food donations may be left in the blue shopping cart 
in the Warm Room on Sunday, February 4th.  February donations 
will benefit Peoria Friendship House. 



THANK YOU 
 

Dear First Baptist Family, 
 

My heartfelt gratitude to everyone for your kind words and generous gifts 
upon my retirement.  And a big shout-out to Marti, Chris, Deb, Jen, et al. 
for the lovely reception on Sunday, Everything was beautiful! 
 

As happy as I am to be retiring, I can’t help but be a little sad. I’ll miss 
working with the wonderful staff -  Sandy, Mark, and Dr. Rod. I’d like to 
thank them, prior staff, and the people of FBC  for their part in creating 
such a pleasant work environment for me for over 17 years.   
 

God bless... 
Judy Tellier 

411 W Lake Avenue 
Peoria IL  61614 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Barb Petroski   Patricia Lang       Rose Kimpling   

Ruth Turner   Pam Orrill       Carol Conover  

Marvin Olson   Rosemary Walk       Alyssa Russell  

Wally Webber        Dorothy Cumming    Jay McGee     

Mary Hinch  Jacquelyn Kellogg     Augusta Smith 

Sharon Stanard 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 

Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 

ADULT CURRENT ISSUES CLASS 
 

Homelessness right here in our community will be the focus of the February 25th Current Issues Class. Our speaker will be Kevin  
Nowlan, Director of the Continuum of Care program that coordinates housing and services funding for homeless families and         
individuals in Peoria, Tazewell, Woodford and Fulton counties. He’s been serving our homeless population since 2004, when he    
created the Next Step Transitional Housing program at the Center for Prevention of Abuse. Yes, he is the son of Wayne Nowlan, First 
Baptist Church moderator, and Diane Nowlan. Kevin remains a First Baptist member, though he and his family attend a church closer 
to their Morton home. The class will meet at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. 


