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It's still Christmas. I wonder how many of the good Christians grumbling about the fake war on Christmas know that Christmas lasts for two 
weeks. So Merry Christmas this fine morning in 2017 to you.  

My cousin Boudreaux called very early Christmas morning. His voice was a mere whisper. I asked him why he sounded so frightened. He 
told me that he was hiding in the closet because he was afraid the police were coming to arrest him.  

Now, Boudreaux is a solid citizen, a law-abiding, God-fearing American and there’s not a reason in the world for him to be afraid of the 
police. And he was calling having just returned from midnight mass, where the vast congregation sang “Silent Night,” “Joy to the World,” 
and “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” Where the priest assured them that their sins were forgiven, and where he celebrated the Blessed Sac-
rament of Holy Communion: “The mystery of faith,” “The body of Christ,” “The blood of Christ.”  

But it turns out that Boudreaux has been listening to his Baptist friends go on and on about the “war on Christmas.” It seems these days 
that all you need is two or three Baptists to gather and before you know it there are wars and rumors of wars in abundance. Boudreaux is 
always open to conspiracy theories, and the idea that Christianity is to be declared illegal strikes a chord in his brain.  

So on Christmas morning he sat in a closet in his own house, afraid he would be arrested for singing Christmas carols.  

I did my best to talk Boudreaux out of the darkness and back into the light. I reminded him that God’s purposes are peace and praise. I told 
him that, instead of protesting the alleged “war on Christmas,” he needed to bear faithful witness to the gospel of Jesus. If people reject the 
message, he is to “shake the dust” from his feet and move to the next opportunity. This is basic Christian practice. 

I also told Boudreaux that Christ can’t be taken out of Christmas. His name is there: “Christ-mas.” People can reject Christ or not accept 
Christ, but no one can take Christ out of anything, anywhere, anytime. This silliness about taking Christ out of Christmas is just another 
version of claiming that the Supreme Court took God out of public schools. A noted Baptist freedom fighter often reminded us, “God has 
never missed a day of school.” God is always present. Jesus is in all things. He is always present. I reminded Boudreaux that his Catholic 
faith has given him a much larger vision of “Almighty God” than the God of his Baptist friends who can be so easily knocked out of school 
and chased out of Christmas.  

Boudreaux’s Baptist friends are dominated by a dark archetypal metaphor: “LIFE IS A WAR.” As soon as the dominant reality of life be-
comes war, everything is poisoned. In a war zone, you do not just have people who disagree with you. You have enemies. Enemies in 
every tree, creek, and shop. Enemies who are out to destroy your way of life.  

I was not surprised when Boudreaux told me that his Baptist friends got a lot of their very dark ideas from Answers in Genesis (AiG) and 
the Creation Museum. Not surprised because the museum, which had a chance to bear eloquent testimony to the creating power of God, 
instead chose to make its message a declaration of war against everyone refusing to believe in a literal creation.  

I told Boudreaux that the museum not only does not have much Jesus, but it also does not have much solid Jewish theology. There’s a 
much greater celebration of creation in the Psalms, the prophets, and Job than you will ever find at the Creation Museum. The ancient 
Jews knew that one of their great poets, sitting on the side of a mountain, moved by the Spirit of God, had imagined what it must have 
been like for God to create the world. They knew the poet wasn’t present at the dawn of creation all those billions of years ago. But it didn’t 
matter because the glory of the story and its truthfulness were all that mattered. We would be more Christian if we were more Jewish in 
our understanding of God and creation.   

(continued next page, column two)  

IT’S STILL CHRISTMAS? 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 



WORSHIP SERVICES 
10 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

11 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2017 

“GOD’S COSMIC PLAN” 
Ephesians 3:1-12 

 

Did you know that a group of blind men examined an elephant 
and each reached a different conclusion about what they were 
touching? Everybody knows that, but did you know that      
Christians sometimes identify the gospel as the part they like or 
embrace? And this partially explains why there are so many 
varieties of Christians claiming to possess the whole truth.    
Pentecostals would be a different sect without Acts 2 and   
speaking in tongues.  I Corinthians not so much.  John Wesley 
got the idea of falling from grace from the Epistle to the         
Hebrews.  Methodists no longer talk about it.  John Calvin got 
predestination mostly from Romans; Presbyterians don’t say 
much about it except for the PCA – the Presbyterian Church     
in America.  The Jehovah’s Witnesses and Seventh Day       
Adventists are deeply rooted in the Old Testaments; and John 
Smith, not content with one Bible, wrote a second one for the 
Mormons.  Baptists, it seems, are all over the place, but are  
especially diminished by a weak ecclesiology and little respect 
for the tradition of the church.  When all we have is the New 
Testament and now, we have few resources on which to rely.  In 
fact, it seems a lot of Christian faith came more from St. Paul 
than from the gospels.  We all have partial, incomplete, pictures 
of a Gospel that defies totalizing explanations, a gospel that is 
far larger and more wondrous than we allow.   

Music: "God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings"  
―Higher Ground 

 

Welcome Center:  Janet Middleton, Staci Payton 

Note:  Offering envelopes will be available in the warm room on 
January 8th in bundles of 12 or 52 for those members who wish 
to utilize them.  Also, please notify the church office if you know 
of a member who uses the envelopes, but is unable to pick them 
up and needs them mailed.  Thank you. 

 

January 15, 2017 

“COME ON IN! THE WATER'S FINE! "  
Matthew 3:13-17  

Baptists should make more of baptism than anyone else. After 
all, take a look at our name. And yet we rarely talk about       
baptism and so few are baptized. The baptistry is mostly a dry 
hole in most Baptist churches. Let's have a real conversation 
about baptism, as we look at the day Jesus was baptized by 
John in the River Jordan.  

Music:  "Compassion Hymn" - Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Gordon Brown 

ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCHEON  
Sunday, January 29, 2017  

 

Reservation slips will be in the Sunday bulletins on January 
15th & January 22nd, or call the church office, 682-5491, to 
make reservations. 
 

Annual reports will be available at the church in the Warm 
Room  on January 22nd 
 

CONDOLENCES 
We offer our sympathy to the family and friends of FBC    
member, Hazel Burger.  Hazel died on December 28, 2016, in 
her home in Hilton Head, South Carolina, at the age of 105. 
 

We offer sympathy also to Mark Grizzard and family on the 
death of his grandmother, Mary Lib, on Thursday, December 
29th. 

IT’S STILL CHRISTMAS 
(continued from first page) 

I also reminded Boudreaux that the story of Noah’s Ark is  
absent of Jesus. It’s all about dire warnings about the coming 
destruction, last time by water, this time – so say the folks at 
the museum — by fire. How odd to call this a message of 
hope. And how odd that the Creation Museum scholars are so 
blinded by the rainbow being used as a symbol of “gay rights” 
that they miss the basic theological point. The bow, in the 
Genesis account, stands for God’s “war bow,” and God has 
put his war bow away to bring about a world of peace and 

praise. 

The militancy and warmongering of the Creation Museum spill 
over into its twin brother, Rapture Theology. The Rapture  
imagines Jesus as a conquering warrior returning to destroy 
humanity. This theology is war at its worst, “the mother of all 
wars.” Interestingly, Boudreaux has never been attracted to 
the Rapture. I think it is because he has all that experience in 
the Catholic Mass repeating the words, “The Lamb of God 
takes away the sins of the world.” His imagination just can’t 

grasp a warrior lamb, even if his Baptist friends find it thrilling. 

Finally, Boudreaux tells me that he is leaving his dark room to 
go into the kitchen. He pours a cup of strong Community   
coffee, and says he feels much better. He might even go to 
the mall and return some of the Christmas presents he doesn’t 
really like. “Boudreaux,” I say, “If you want to keep Christmas, 
you will stay out of malls, the cathedrals of the pagan god of 

Mammon.” 

Boudreaux laughs and we say our goodbyes. I know he is still 
going to the mall. But I also know that he is not afraid of being 
arrested by the mythical secularist police. At least, until he has 

another conversation with his Baptist friends.  



KING CAKE ANYONE? 
By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

 
A King Cake is part of the celebration of Epiphany. In South 

Louisiana, groups often celebrate with a king cake every week. 

Since there is a baby hidden in the circular cake, the person 

who gets the baby has to buy the King Cake for the next week. 

On Sunday, January 8, you are invited to celebrate Epiphany 

with us at FBC Peoria. Worship begins at 10:00 a.m. with the     

prelude, and after worship we will share King Cake. It is a 

brightly colored, tasty Mardi Gras desert. Join us for the Peoria 

version of Mardi Gras sans floats, costumes and beads, but 

plenty of King Cake.  

The King Cake is synonymous with Mardi Gras tradition in New 

Orleans. Starting on Epiphany on January 6, residents begin 

holding parties especially dedicated to King Cake. King Cake 

parties bring families and community members together to  

celebrate the joyous season of Mardi Gras, with its celebratory 

krewe parades and festivals. In fact, many in New Orleans take 

more pride in the Mardi Gras King Cake tradition than the    

parades. The dessert’s ability to engage friends and family in 

the “search for the baby,” the small figurine located inside the 

cake, is a fun way for residents of New Orleans to celebrate 

their Christian faith. 

The dessert’s significance to the city was evident in the first 

Mardi Gras season after Hurricane Katrina in 2006. Thousands 

and thousands of King Cake orders flooded bakeries both   

inside and outside of Louisiana. This showed that in a time of 

great need, the people of New Orleans felt security and safety 

in being able to gather around King Cakes after the disastrous 

storm. King Cake demand after Hurricane Katrina thus provided 

another example of how significant the dessert’s tradition is 

both inside and outside of the region. 

ADULT LEARNING FOR FEBRUARY 
 

Please join us for our first quarter adult Sunday school      
offering on Sundays, February 5th and 12th.  Both of these 
classes will be viewing a new video being produced          
nationally, called "The No Joke Project.”  Rev. Dr. Phil Ladd 
will lead these classes and discussion. 

Phil is Vice President of Interfaith Alliance in Peoria, which is 
one of the producers of this video. Interfaith Alliance has   
already sponsored two "Peace For Peoria" events. Three  
people from Interfaith became very close friends for life. They 
included a pastor, a rabbi, and an imam. The title "No Joke" 
was created because of jokes that begin: " A rabbi, a pastor, 
and an imam walk into...!” Theses three people decided        
to take their story national to provide a compelling counter- 
narrative to the harsh discourse of fear often spewing out of 
the national media. We hope you will join us. 

ABW JANUARY EVENTS 
 

Brunch:  We invite all the ladies in the church to our ABW 
Brunch on Saturday, January 14th, at 10:00 a.m.  We will 
welcome Amy Dotson from the Peoria Police Department to 
talk to us about Women’s safety issues.   
 

The cost is $4 at the door by the soda machine.  There will 
be a collection for Love Gift, and the Nuts are still available. 
You may invite guests; just let Carolyn Ihnken know so we 
have seats for them.  Contact her at csimk@comcast.net, 
or  call her at 685-1388. 
 

Circle of Friends will meet on Tuesday, January 17th, at 
12:30 p.m. in the church parlor.   
 

The Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday,    
January 17, 2017, at 7:00 P.M., at the home of Nancy  
Crawford, 7417 Edgewild Drive, Peoria.  The book to be  
reviewed is “The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper” by  
Phaedra Patrick.   

First Baptist Church of Peoria, Illinois, Seminary for Seniors  
“Mental exercise classes for the inquisitive, brave, and curious” 

Thursday, January 19 & 26, February 2 & 9 

 
Dr. Rodney Kennedy, interim pastor at FBC Peoria, will be the moderator for the first class offered in the new Seminary for Seniors. 
The class —  "Faith and Doubt in Southern Literature" — will have its first session on Thursday, January 19, 2017, at 10:30 a.m. The 
class will read short stories by Southern authors and have conversations about the religious themes in those stories. The textbook is 
The Christ-Haunted Landscape, edited by Susan Ketchins. The book is available on Amazon and can be purchased for less than 
$3.00. The cost of the class is $10.00 per person. Join us for stimulating, provocative conversation. Seminary for Seniors is for     
people who want to keep learning and growing and pondering the meanings of life.  

Read, discuss, and discern the theological implications of Southern authors by reading a short story each week and discussing 
it. Background for the class includes an understanding of the Southern Christian variety of fundamentalism.  The South, while         
not Christ-centered, is, as Flannery O'Connor put it, "still Christ-haunted."  Learn the lessons written in fiction about the hold that 
evangelicalism has on the South, its religion, its culture, and its politics.   

A registration form and class schedule will be available in the church bulletins on January 8 and 15.  
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Bob Trotter Ruth Turner Cindy Courtney 

Happy Dean Barb Twist Rose Kimpling 

Pam Orrill Marvin Olson Jay McGee    

Ruth Turner           Alyssa Russell  Wally Weber  

Carol Conover  Jim Collins  Jim Russell 

June Fredell Rosemary Walk Dorothy Cumming 

Virginia Bott  

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 

Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 

    

    HEALTH TIPS:  
 BEYOND YOUR HEART 
              (Mayo Clinic Health Letter, October 2016) 

 
Complications of high blood pressure are most commonly linked to      
problems with the heart and blood vessels.  But there is a growing       
recognition that high blood pressure might have other effects as well. 

For example, high blood pressure is associated with reduced blood flow in 
the brain, altered brain structure and dementia.  People with high blood 
pressure are also more likely to experience faster decline in physical   
function than are those who have normal blood pressure and may be at 
greater long-term risk of bone density loss.  These conditions are all inter-
twined, likely contributing to and exacerbating each other. 

One in three Americans have hypertension, and another third have higher 
than normal blood pressure.  Understanding high blood pressure—what it 
means, what puts you at risk of the condition, and the range of treatment 
options available—is critical to protecting your long-term health. 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse (Ph: 309-691-2054) 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
Church Women United will have a general meeting on 
Friday, February 3, 2017, at Bethel United Methodist 
Church, 210 N. Richard Pryor Place, Peoria.  The 
meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. 


