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"IN THE NAME OF JESUS", "THE BIBLE SAYS"  

AND OTHER QUESTIONABLE TRUTH CLAIMS . . . . 

By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

One can hardly miss the certitude that covers the speeches, sermons, blogs, and tweets of a nation filled with true believers.     
Somehow people have arrived at the conclusion that there can be a complete smack-down of all dissent simply by asserting a belief. 
The ideas of hypothesis, theory, probability, contingency, questions have been thrown on the garbage heap. Absolute certainty now 
rules the land, especially among Christians addicted to such phrases as "In the name of Jesus," and "the Bible says." 

In the name of Jesus and the Bible homosexuality is condemned and celebrated.  
In the name of Jesus capital punishment is opposed and supported.  
In the name of Jesus immigrants are rejected and accepted.  
In the name of Jesus the environment is secondary and primary.  
In the name of Jesus wealth is worshipped and abhorred.  
In the name of Jesus prayer in schools is supported and frowned upon.  
In the name of Jesus evolution is a lie and the truth.  
In the name of Jesus science is the devil and our hope.  
In the name of Jesus the earth is 6,000 years old and 600 million years old.  
In the name of Jesus, Muslims are demonized and accepted.  
In the name of Jesus, you name it and we are embattled. 

We are in a mess and some people like it that way. There's no way we are ever going to reach agreement. Our arguments may start 
on high, but they quickly descend into a mud hole of accusations. I recently suggested a book for a friend on Facebook to read, and 
he called me a "libtard" and told me that reading books is what got us in the mess we're in today. 

I'm not even sure we can attain the level of respecting our differences. There is a great gulf fixed between those who bear the name 
of Jesus. Perhaps we can only make our way in the semi-darkness heeding the warnings of Jesus, "Not everyone who says 'Lord, 
Lord' will enter the kingdom of heaven." 

All we can do is keep discerning the will of God and telling the truth that we believe has been given to us. It's an agonizing vocation 
especially when so many are so convinced that their version of the truth is the final, absolute, and only truth. Such believers have no 
patience with reticence, contingency, grey areas, and lack of demonstrable proof. 

Our arguments, after all, are evidence that we are still trying to take Jesus seriously even if we are not willing to actually follow where 
he leads and insist on leading him where we want him to go and making him say whatever our opinions du jour happen to be. All I 
know to do is keep arguing, disputing, talking, having conversations, and contending for the faith. After all, rhetoric remains finding 
and using all the available means of persuasion. Maybe, our faithful persuasion will be accepted, in our hearts, as tentative, reticent, 
and contingent rather than arrogant, boastful, and certain. 

At the end of the day, our arguments are still based on probabilities. I'm sure you know that the New Testament Greek word for faith, 
"pistis," in classical Greek means "probability." I rest my mind in the deeply rhetorical nature of my faith claims and my truth claims.  



SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE 
There will be a second Constitution Review meeting in 
the Parlor at 11:15 a.m., January 21st, to allow the 
opportunity to hear about the proposed changes to 
our church constitution prior to the Annual Meeting. 

OFFICE NOTES 
 

Final 2017 giving statements will be mailed in mid- to late 
February.    

If you would like a supply of the blue offering envelopes for 
your weekly or monthly offering, please contact the church 
office. 

Thank you for your patience while I work through the    
staffing changes and the learning curve for my new job 
responsibilities in the office.   

Sandy Johansen, Church Secretary 

MOVING 
 

Peggy Cornelius is moving to Texas to be closer to her 
family.  Peggy has been a member of FBC since 1947— 
active as a Sunday School teacher, a current member of 
our Gourmet Group, and involved in many other activities 
in our church.  She will be supplying the office with her new 
mailing address and home phone number.  Peggy can still 
be reached at her current cell phone number and e-mail 
address.  She will be greatly missed here at FBC! 
 

Wayne Nowlan, Moderator 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SS  

 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 
JANUARY 14, 2018, SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

“IS A PROPHETIC WITNESS POSSIBLE  
IN TODAY’S CHURCH?” 

  I Samuel 3:1-20, John 1:43-51  

Today we honor The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., America’s 
prophet.  Monday, January 15, is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.    
Americans of various and sundry ideas still debate whether or not to 
have a holiday in memory of Dr. King. I have no such misgivings, and 
I am privileged to honor one of the great saints of God and one of 
America's greatest heroes.  

The best way to mute a martyr’s message is to give him a holiday, 
build him a statue, and before you know it his memory is cheapened 
with sales at the mall – the American anti-church. It’s easier to go 
shopping than it is to “save the soul of America.” When the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference was founded in 1957, it adopted 
the motto “To save the soul of America.”  Well, if America’s soul is to 
be saved, it will not happen at the mall, the football stadium, or your 
local watering hole.  And it surely will not happen in Congress.  I 
agree with President Teddy Roosevelt: “At the roll call in the Senate, 
members should answer ‘Guilty’ rather than ‘Present.’”  

Music:  “Here I Am Lord” — Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Janet Middleton 

The Adult Current Issues Class will meet in the Chapel on Jan. 14th 
at 11:15 a.m. (See back page for more information.)   

Conversations With the Bible will not meet on January 14th. 
 

 

JANUARY 21, 2018, THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

“A CHRISTIAN HEALTH CARE PRACTICE?”  
Mark 1:21-45 

I want to talk about health care and death, not because I am feeling 
sad or old, but because we almost never talk about it at all as    
Christians. We have so many euphemisms for death because we 
don’t want to talk about it: passed away, or resting in peace, or gone 
to meet the maker, in a better place, not with us anymore. What 
would it mean for us to apply Christian teaching to life and death 
issues? 

Music:  “Walk in Jerusalem, Just Like John” — Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Gordon Brown 

Dr. Kennedy’s Conversations With the Bible group will meet in the 
Chapel at 11:15 a.m. to discuss the scripture readings for January 
28th:   1 Corinthians 8:1-13 and Mark 1:21-28. 

A special meeting will be held in the parlor at 11:15 a.m., Jan. 21st for 
those wishing to learn about the proposed changes to our church 
constitution that will be voted on at the annual meeting on Jan. 28th. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
 

First Baptist Church of Peoria will hold its annual meeting 
on January 28, 2018, at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The 
church’s budget for 2018 and proposed changes to the 
church’s constitution will be presented to the membership 
for approval.  Copies of the Annual Report will be available 
on the large table by the office on Sunday, January 21st.  If 
you wish an annual report and are not able to pick one up 
at the church, please contact the church office: (309) 682-
5491 or fbcpeo@mtco.com. 
 

Luncheon will be served after the meeting.  Reservation 
slips will be in the Sunday worship bulletins on January 
14th and 21st, or you may contact the church to make your 
reservations. 

ABW JANUARY CIRCLES 
 

Circle of Friends will not meet in January 2018. 
 

Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 
16th, at 7:00 p.m. in the home of Nancy Crawford,          
7417 Edgewild Dr., Peoria.  The book to be reviewed is 
Sisters-in-Law: How Sandra Day O'Connor and Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Went To the Supreme Court and Changed the 
World by Linda Hirshman.   



JIM MIDDLETON:  RECLAIM THE JOY 
By Barbara Drake 

Rev. Jim Middleton began the last day of his 72-year preaching career with what he called “an outrageous statement: You and I were born to be 
happy.” It was outrageous in more ways than one, for it was hard to find any First Baptist Church member at that New Year’s Eve service happy 

that they’d never hear this man’s words of wisdom from the pulpit again. 

Except maybe Rev. Middleton himself.  In an interview two days before that service, he said he’d decided to retire “because I  found the preaching 
responsibility for the first time in my life becoming irksome rather than inspiring. When it ceases to be a joy, it becomes a job.”  He didn’t want to 
go so long as to be ineffective, he explained, nor did he want to become “a manuscript preacher,” that is someone who reads, rather than speaks, 
from the pulpit. He hadn’t gotten there yet, he said, but he didn’t want to reach that point in the future and knew that he could. He didn’t quit earlier 

–he retired as First Baptist pastor in 1988 but returned to the pulpit often as Pastor Emeritus – because “I was enjoying it very much.”  

Which is pretty much his assessment of his long career in ministry. “The opportunity it gave me in terms of people’s response that I was speaking 
to their wants, needs and hopes … was tremendously satisfying to me,” he said. “The everyday privilege of interacting with and helping people is 

the greatest feeling I can think of. No other profession gives that kind of satisfaction… Ministry as a profession is the greatest in the world.”  

Not all of it was great, to be sure. Administration was “a drudgery.”  He rues not getting more involved with the Great Rivers Region or             
encouraging the church to do so. And he regrets not taking “my rightful place in the political climate in Peoria,” particularly his failure to get to know 

African-American pastors and work with their churches. 

That said, “Carrying on ministry here was such a joy.” From his arrival at First Baptist of Peoria in 1975 until the present day,   Rev. Middleton says 
he’s appreciated how our church approaches religion: “Open  book, open mind, open door.” It was his kind of ministry. Another big reason for his 
happiness was Dorothy Middleton’s presence in his work. “Probably the biggest asset I’ve had in my ministry has been my wife,” he said when 
interviewed six years ago. He hasn’t changed his mind, saying in the recent interview he agreed with someone’s assessment that she was “the 

ideal pastor’s wife.” Dorothy died in August of 2016, and he of course wishes she were here to enjoy retirement with him.  

At 91, Rev. Middleton says he’s preached well over 3,000 sermons. (He began preaching while still in school.) Son Don, who knows numbers, 
figures his dad has written the equivalent of more than 400 books, at 250 pages each. So, say when he got to sermon number 2,000, how did Jim 
Middleton manage to avoid boredom and keep fresh? “By reading constantly,” he responds. “Reading is one of the great joys in my life. Every time 
I open a book I’m learning.” He considers reading “the number one resource for freshness in preaching.” Number two? “Interact ing with a variety 
of people.” Number three is “keeping abreast of the political situation we’re in.” It’s also important to “keep yourself comp letely immersed in life.” 

He says he vows to learn something new every day (but hadn’t done that yet on the Friday we talked).  

A recent learning experience began with opening three drawers full of those old sermons, learning with some surprise that “I don’t even recognize 

the man who wrote those.” Particularly striking has been seeing his “growth in the ability to relate faith to everyday life.”  

Ask Jim about his retirement plans, and he’s less certain.  “A good question,” he responds. “I don’t have a ready answer right now.” That’s under-
standable, given that his decision-making was not prolonged; even daughter Janet was surprised when he told her shortly before Christmas. 
When he learned of it, Moderator Wayne Nowlan worked quickly to put together a plaque recognizing Rev. Middleton’s 29 years as Pastor    
Emeritus; it was presented at the New Year’s Eve service. To be sure, Jim will continue to read – though he now typically reads just four books at 
a time instead of the five he kept  on his bedside table  five or ten years ago. He’s writing his autobiography and two other  books:  “Church, The 
Healing House” and “The Saving Remnant,” which is about the church in today’s world.  And then there are those three drawers of sermons to put 
in order.  

Rev. Middleton acknowledges being concerned about the future of the church – not just First Baptist of Peoria but Christian churches in general. 
He is aware, of course, that young people don’t attend church like they used to and that many authorities see a substantial number of churches 
closing in the not-too-distant future. Alluding to words from his favorite theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr, Rev. Middleton says he is “a contemporary 
pessimist but still an optimist believing a miracle can happen.” He points to the enormous success of former First Baptist Pastor Lisa Holliday’s 
church in suburban Kansas City. The Church of the Resurrection, where she is Minister of Children and Their Families, now has four locations and 
an average Sunday attendance of 11,000. “We have to look for the event that can create faith and turn it into a miracle.” And in that final sermon 

he said, “I trust and hope God has a plan for this church and that today will be the beginning of the new day.”  

In that process, he said it’s necessary to leave behind any mood of fear, anger and resentment and instead embrace joy. “The first step to       
experience it is to begin right now.” But it is very important to remember that “true joy comes only to those who have devoted themselves to  

something greater than themselves.”  

Something, perhaps, like First Baptist Church of Peoria and those whom Jim Middleton has touched since he arrived here more than four decades 
ago. 



THANK YOU 
 

The church has received a very nice thank-you letter from Peoria 
Friendship House President & CEO Robert Montgomery for the 
additional donation of $1,769.00 we were able to give Friendship 
House last year. 

The money, after consultation with the Mission Board and Executive 
Committee, was taken from the balance remaining in the church’s 
Friendship House meal fund after that program was cancelled by 
Friendship House. 

Janet Middleton 
2017 Mission Co-Chair 

411 W Lake Avenue 
Peoria IL  61614 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Barb Petroski   Patricia Lang       Rose Kimpling   

Ruth Turner   Pam Orrill       Carol Conover  

Marvin Olson   Rosemary Walk       Alyssa Russell  

Wally Webber        Dorothy Cumming    Jay McGee     

Mary Hinch Jacquelyn Kellogg    Augusta Smith 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 

Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 

ADULT CURRENT ISSUES CLASS 
 

Retired 10th Circuit Judge Rick Grawey will return on     
Sunday, January 14, 2018, to lead us in a discussion of 
the tough issues immigration raises and possible    
solutions that we didn’t get to during his last visit to 
FBC. The class will meet in the Chapel at 11:15 a.m.   

DINING OUT GROUP 
 
The Dining Out Group will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, January 19th, at 
Donnelly’s Irish Pub. 4501 N Rockwood Drive, Peoria.  If attending, 
please contact Jen Dusek by e-mail to the_j_family@yahoo.com or by 
calling her at (309) 231-6389.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
Jennifer Dusek 


