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“WE PREACH”  
By:  The Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  

  
Preaching is the heartbeat and lifeblood of the local church. While preaching looks easy, it is a complex and terrifying   
experience. Preacher and congregation are responsible for the good preaching of the church. St. Paul says, “We preach” 
and portrays preaching as a continuous action of being put to death and being renewed every sermon, as if our          
words consist of thousands of mini-funerals and mini-Easters, moments of truth when this cancer or that divorce, this 
break-through or that triumph, puts the crucified and risen Lord right there with us on the razor’s edge of mystery. This is 
the mystery of preaching—it connects suffering, action, hope, and words. This is the price we pay to preach. Attending to 
the sermon is not a walk in the park. God has not called us  to be critics, but participants in the sermon. 
 

Preaching requires a dying in the sermon and a rising. The self has to die. Richard Lischner, professor of preaching at 
Duke Divinity School, says, “In the act of preaching something dies and something rises. What dies (or should die) is the 
preoccupation with the self that plagues so many performers. This is difficult to discern because some sense of “self” is 
necessary for public speaking. The prophets are uniformly annihilated by a conversation with God, only to reappear as 
powerful individual performers of the word on God’s behalf. They do not lack a sense of self. The preacher has no choice 
but to be a slave to the text. It is the text that gives back my life to me, reconstitutes me as preacher among the people of 
God. 
 

The preacher must let go of all thoughts about his ability, his delivery, his sense of himself in the pulpit and be completely 
immersed in the message. The congregation has to be vulnerable, open, and receptive to the gospel. If the gospel is 
preached, it will be because there was this dying and rising. 
 

When one dares to preach the radical gospel, there is a chance you will be despised and rejected by others. To preach  
the gospel is to be a person of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces    
despised, and held of no account. The preacher, charged with the good news of repentance and salvation, will bear our 
infirmities and carry our diseases as a person of the people. He will be as stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. He 
will be wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, because he is responsible to name them in the midst of 
the  congregation. Upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. There is an ago-
ny to the sermon as sacrament that we have lost.  
 

If I am a gifted speaker, a prophet, a mystic, a scholar and a miracle worker, but have not love, I am nothing. There is a 
relationship between preaching and love. There is a relationship of agony and ecstasy between the preacher in the pulpit 
and the people in the pew. A covenant is required that matches the one between God and Israel.  
 

Words without love are noisy gongs or clanging cymbals. Carlyle Marney taught preachers two principles: Love your    
people and couch everything you say in the gospels. Love and truth go together.  



SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP   

 

October 16, 2016 

“SWEET WORDS AND NOT-SO-SWEET WORDS” 
Psalm 119:97-104; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 

“Your word, O Lord, is sweeter than honey,” says the Psalmist.  But not in our world.  In our world, words are not sweet.  Some-
times it is necessary for us to use words that cry out against injustice—fighting words.  “I still believe that standing up for the truth 
of God,” said Martin Luther King, “is the greatest thing in the world.” 
 

Carlyle Marney warned preachers, “ If you become the successful blessers of a successful culture,” you are no longer gospel 
preachers.  We will have become pimps for the glimmering surface of a culture that no longer knows the meanings of things.  People 
may have no capacity now to tell the difference between the word of advertising and the word of the gospel.  After all, advertisers 
make the exact same promises that the gospel makes but without the note of suffering, sacrifice, and without, of course, a cross. 

Music:  "I Want Jesus to Walk with Me" - Chancel Bells 
"Power of the Cross" - Chancel Choir 

 
Welcome Center:  Thom & Candy Lacy 

 

October 23, 2016 

" RESTORE THE YEARS THE LOCUSTS HAVE EATEN"  
Old Testament Lesson: Joel 2:23-32; Gospel Lesson: Luke 18:9-14 

Prophets can say outrageous things, especially after what appears to be the end of the world.  We are not truly convinced that we 
want to hear the message of prophets.  We usually kill prophets or ignore them. 
 

In Joel, there’s been a locust invasion and it looks like the end of the world.  The locust swarm is a metaphor for destruction.  So this 
sermon is for you if you have been through a locust plague.  If you spent any of your life in wasted years, if some years of your        
life have crippled you and left you incapacitated, unable to live freely; if you have lived in the wilderness of bad choices and deep      
estrangement from God so that you felt cut off from others.  Can you name the place in your life that has been like a swarm of 
locusts, and imagine that Joel’s message is for that part of your life? 
 

Music:  "Thy Will Be Done" - Kaity Paternoga and Praise Band 
 
Welcome Center:  Richard & Barb Petroski 

  

We are beginning a four-week stewardship emphasis for our      
congregation called “Live Simply.” During the next four weeks we 
will explore what it means to: 

 Live Simply:  Follow Jesus 
 Live Simply:  Face the Truth 
 Live Simply:  Act Together 
            Live Simply:  Share Enough 
 

On Celebration Sunday, November 6, we will have an opportunity to respond to the leading of God’s 
Spirit as we pledge our support of time, talents and money to the ministry and mission of First Baptist 
Church.  We multiply our gifts when we share them, without reservation, with others.  May we find joy 
and faith as we seek to “Live Simply” while serving God here at First Baptist. 
 

Phil McAlearney 
Consecration Chairperson 



THANK YOU, FRIEND 
By Cindy Courtney 

Meet a very special friend of First Baptist 
Church, Peoria—Hunter Henderson 

(pictured left). 

Hunter is currently the maintenance engi-
neer at the First Baptist Church of Farm-
ington, pastored by another friend of FBC, 
Jon Dainty, Jr.   

Enjoying discussions with Pastor Jon and his wife, Karen, about 
the wonderful folks that comprise the congregation of First Baptist 
Church of Peoria, Hunter decided to find out for himself . . . . and 
boy, were they right. 

Over the past few months, Hunter has been very instrumental in 
many projects. 

If you enjoy the beautiful shine on the Fellowship Hall floor - thank 
Hunter! 

If you enjoy the clear and sparkling look of the fountain in the 
courtyard – thank Hunter! 

When the cold sets in and the snow flies, the new boiler will be 
greatly appreciated – thank Hunter (for his suggestions regarding 
an outstanding contractor and the successful installation of an 
improved heating system throughout the church). 

Hunter has definitely shown himself to be a friend of FBC and a 
disciple of our Heavenly Father. 

Thank you, Hunter! 

 

MISSION CLOSET 

Friendship House is undergoing a major clean-out and             
renovation and has requested NO new donations of clothing and 
household items at this time.   So please do not bring any items 
for Friendship and the Mission Closet until further notice.  

However, Hines School has a need, and we may be able to     
assist.  Teachers regularly buy their own cleaning  and personal 
supplies, such as: Kleenex, paper towels, hand gel, disinfectant 
wipes (like Clorox wipes or Lysol wipes), hand wipes, baby wipes, 
and Ziploc bags (both gallon or quart sizes) . . . . . If you would 
like to purchase any of these items for Hines, please do so and 
place them in the Mission Closet.  The Mission Board, Hines 
School, teachers and the children thank you! 

Sally Tiessen 
Missions Board 

Sunday, Oct. 23  
4:30-5:30 p.m. 

MUGS SCHEDULES 
 

The Tuesday Morning MUGS will be starting a review of Tom 
Brokaw's book, A Lucky Life Interrupted, on Tuesday, October 
25th. We meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor.  Everyone is        
welcome to join us at that time. 
 

MUGS 2 will begin their fall schedule on Monday, Oct. 17th , at 
Panera's on Knoxville.  This group meets from 10:00 a.m. - 
11:00 a.m. each week to discuss a book they are reading.  We 
are starting this fall with the book Learning to Walk in the Dark, 
by Barbara Brown Taylor.  We have books for you; call the 
office or Marti Atwater for details.  We are a small group and 
are hoping that others will join us. 

 
NEXT ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: 

“A JOBLESS ECONOMY?” 

Jack Gilligan brings a long string of credentials to his October 
23rd presentation entitled “A Jobless Economy?” A clinical  
psychologist, he is president emeritus of Fayette Companies 
(formerly the Human Services Center) and past board chair of 
the Workforce Network, Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce 
and the Illinois Business Association. Explaining the substance 
of his topic, Gilligan says, “Radical global transformations are 
underway, driven by novel technology that has taken on a life 
of its own. And the world of work that changes almost daily is 
just one of its many unintended, unplanned and unforeseen 
effects. Specifically, will America suffer the painful effects of a 
predicted jobless economy, or are there creative solutions?” 
You won’t want to miss this – and you will want to invite your 
friends. We’ll gather at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary.   

Barb and Bernie Drake 
Class Leaders  
 

 

FALL & WINTER SCHEDULES 
 

Scheduled hours for the pastor and church office for the Fall 
and Winter: 
 

Dr. Kennedy, Sr. Pastor:   
Wed., 2:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m 

Thurs.& Fri., 7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Sat., 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Sun., 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
When possible, please schedule visits with the church office, 
as Dr. Kennedy may be out during these hours visiting     
members of the congregation. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Mon.-Fri., 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Also, please schedule use of fellowship hall and other rooms 
through the church office to avoid scheduling conflicts.  Thank 
you. 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Happy Dean Sharon Stanard Bill Wenger 
Carl Schmidt Rose Kimpling Pam Orrill 
Marvin Olson Jay McGee            Barb Twist  
Alyssa Russell  Wally Weber Carol Conover 
Leland Wake Dorothy Cumming Rosemary Walk 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Tanya Fosdick (Karen Vickerman’s daughter) 

DINING OUT  
On October 21st @6:30 p.m., the Dining Out Group will be 
going to Monical’s, 4100 W. Willow Knolls Drive, Peoria.  
We invite anyone and everyone who would like to join us. 
Jen's cell is 309-231-6389. We are also on Facebook.  
   —John and Jen Dusek 

    HEALTH TIPS:  

     MICHELANGO’S HANDS 
 

Michelango kept creating masterpieces in his later years despite ap-
parently debilitating hand arthritis.  Researchers studied other artists’ 
paintings of the master along with other materials, and concluded that 
he likely has osteoarthritis (OA) at age 60.  By the time he died at age 
89, he could not write but continued sculpting.  “The continuous and 
intense work could have helped the Master to keep the use of his 
hands as long as possible,” researchers wrote in the Journal of the 
Royal Society of Medicine. 
 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse (Ph: 309-691-2054) 

SYMPATHY 
 

We extend our condolences to Sharon Polakow on the 
death of her brother, Roger Hall, on Friday, October 7th, 
in Orlando, Florida. 

FBC EXERCISE CLASS 

For all of the First Baptist exercise class participants, please supply 
me with your email if you have not already done so.  This way I can 
contact you in case of bad weather on an exercise day. 

Thank you! 
Sally Johnson Tiessen 


