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“FIRST BAPTIST PEORIA MOVING FROM "GOOD" TO "GREAT" 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

FBC Peoria needs to build a budget for the future. This means that we invest money in reaching new members and in 
serving our community. As we construct our 2018 budget, we are starting with these two priorities rather than simply going 
with the way the  budget has looked for the last decade or more. INVITING and SERVING will be our primary emphases 
for 2018. Money needs to be invested in areas that offer us the most ROI (return on investment). That means investing in 
a campaign to reach new members. 

Church means inviting others to participate in the community of Christ. It means serving our larger community. As we 
move in the direction of making a good church a great church, we plan to increase our commitment to service. One of the 
best ways to do that is to make a pledge of your time this year in addition to your normal financial pledge. If you already 
give the absolute maximum you can give to the church in dollars, perhaps this year you can add extra hours of service. 
First Baptist has some amazing mission opportunities from Friendship House to Rebuilding Together to work with our   
public schools. You can help. You can pledge hours. After all, in our culture TIME IS MONEY. If you give 10 hours a week 
to the work of the church, and your hourly rate is $50/hour, that's $500/week. Time matters more than money. It is great to 
give money and help ministry happen. It is even more satisfying to give time and make ministry happen from your hard 
work. 

In recent conversations, we have faced the brutal facts that we have a declining membership, an aging membership 
(reality), fewer financial resources, and a church that is located in a community that doesn't make it easy for folks to find us 
or know about us. We know the challenges. We know the difficulties. We accept all of this as an opportunity to allow the 
Holy Spirit to work through us to produce greatness. 

A church becomes great by repeating our big story. We tell people that we are an open, welcoming church where all opin-
ions, beliefs, and understandings have a home. We are not interested in homogenized agreement. After all, agreement is 
highly overrated. We are interested in a church that knows we were first loved by God and now we love one another. Our 
idea at FBC Peoria is HERE COMES EVERYONE. Conservatives and liberals can find a home here. We pray together, 
support one another, encourage one another,   argue with one another. Our concern is that we demonstrate to the world 
what it means to be the body of Christ instead of just a  gathering of people who all think alike. FBC Peoria is an adven-
ture. If you are up to the challenge, this is the place for you. 

A church becomes great by giving passionate, relentless attention to how we worship, how we serve, how we invite, and 
how we  nurture one another's faith. First Baptist Peoria is on the journey from good to great, and you are invited to be part 
of this historic movement. Whatever has happened in the past, let us put our backs to that past and our faces to the future, 
and ask God to guide us into greatness. If you would like to be part of the hard work of producing greatness, then this is 
your opportunity. 

Let's move into a new year with a commitment of TIME and MONEY. For all you have given and all you have done, 
thanks. For all you will give and do in 2018, thanks in advance. 



 
 

the vision 

VISIONS & DREAMS ARE  

HAPPENING AT FBC PEORIA 
BY:  DR. RODNEY KENNEDY 

 

Have you ever noticed how much goes on in dreams and     
visions in the Bible? Centuries before psychology was even a 
thought in the human brain, major events are depicted in the 
visions and dreams of God's people. Abraham, Jacob, Elijah, 
Samuel, the prophets, Daniel, old man Zechariah in the Temple, 
Stephen, Paul the apostle, and many more dreamed great 
dreams and accomplished wonderful visions. We have always 
been a people of visions and dreams.  

In Joel 2 God announces that old men and women will dream 
new dreams and see new visions. That is our theme verse for 
our 2018 Stewardship Campaign: Embrace the Vision. Before 
making a decision about your 2018 pledge, please spend some 
time dreaming and visioning about the future of our church. This 
is an important part of the process of being good stewards. Ra-
ther than making this about dollars and cents, let's make it 
about visions and dreams. How big of a dream do you have for 
the future of our congregation? What is your vision for our 
church?  

Over the next two months, we will be praying for the Holy Spirit 
to give us a vision that we can embrace and move us forward 
into the future with new zeal, dedication, and commitment. We 
will ask of the Lord a dream that will fill our hearts with gladness 
and set our minds on fire for ways that we can accomplish 
those dreams. This is our moment. The future of First Baptist 
Church is in our dreams and visions.  

WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SS ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

11:15 A.M. ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

OCTOBER 22, 2017, 20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“WORSHIP AT FOOTSTOOL OR MOUNTAIN” 
  Matthew 22:15-22, Psalm 99  

An act of imagination opens Psalm 99: The Lord sits enthroned 
upon the cherubim. The cherubim are powerful creatures.  Two 
cherubim, with flaming swords, are left to guard the Garden of 
Eden.  Ezekiel describes them as four-headed scary creatures 
worthy of any horror movie.  The psalmist has entered the sanc-
tuary and the first image that fills his eyes, mind, and heart: The 
Lord is in the house upheld by the best security team in the uni-

verse!  

The psalmist refers to worship at the footstool of God and at the 
holy mountain of God.  Worship only at the footstool, the foot of 
the mountain, will not suffice.  We can get satisfied with foot-
stool worship. When that happens we will no longer hunger and 
thirst for righteousness. We will no longer see God because 
instead of pure hearts we will have dulled hearts. We will stop 
striving first for the kingdom of God and God's righteousness. 
Worship at the footstool can be deadly. It is what Soren Kierke-
gaard may have meant when he said "The church will die from 

boredom." 

Join us at FBC Peoria as we struggle to know how to worship 

on the mountain.  

Music: "One Thing" - Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Richard Petroski 
 

OCTOBER 29, 2017, 21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS FOR ALL SAINTS DAY ”  
Ruth 1 

Start with famine and a starving family. Naomi and Elimelech, 
husband and wife with sons: Mahlon and Chilion. Desperate 
times call for desperate measures and this Jewish family is 
moving to Moab, an ancient enemy of Israel. You would have to 
be mighty hungry to leave home to go to enemy land in search 
of food. Label it harsh reality. It has never been easy to be a 
saint.  

  Music:  "I Got Saved" —Higher Ground 

Welcome Center:  Karen Vickerman 
 

THANK YOU 
Dear First Family,  

Your generosity on the occasion of my first anniversary at this 
marvelous church overwhelmed my heart. You are amazing. 
Even more amazing than having been your interim pastor for 
more than a year is the support you have given me. The cards 
and gifts are greatly appreciated. I feel like the disciples on the 
Road to Emmaus, "My heart is warmed within me." Thank you, 
thank you, thank you.     

—Dr. K 

FBC STAFF CHANGE 
 
It is with sadness that The Executive Committee received      
and accepted Lorey Schlehuber's resignation this past          
Sunday.   Lorey had been our Financial Secretary for 14 years.  
 
Going forward, accounts receivable will be handled by our 
Church Secretary, Sandy Johansen, and the bookkeeping will 
be outsourced to our current accountant, Rodney Ringger, and 
his firm, Rodney A. Ringger, CPA, which is a Peoria Certified 
Public Accounting Firm that has provided services to FBC for 
many years. 
 
Wayne Nowlan, 
Moderator 



October 17, 2017 

 

 

HUNTER HENDERSON 
By Gay Barton 

 
 

 

 

He’s not your typical Hunter.  In fact, he isn’t a hunter at all. 

And there are a whole lot of other things quite atypical about our new member.   

For instance – 

• He can’t stand NOT being busy 

• He put hours and hours into helping with major projects around the church – BEFORE 
he became a member 

• He recently became a department manager at Peoria’s Home Depot – at only 21. 

• He has goals!  His short-term goal is to be an assistant manager, and his long term 
goal is to become a district manager — both at Home Depot. 

Hunter was born in Farmington and went to grade and high schools there.  He played trombone 
in the marching band and sang in the choir.  He was raised in the country but really enjoyed going       
to Farmington’s ice cream parlor when he was a little boy.  (He still enjoys his ice cream.  He 
owned up to having six different kinds in his freezer.) After high school Hunter studied art and 
business management at Illinois Central College, earning a degree.   

Hunter has a brother, Spencer, who is a nuclear submarine technician on the U.S.S. Jimmy 
Carter.  He lives with his wife in Bangor, Washington.   

Although Hunter appreciates technology, he has never been into computer games.  However, he  
recalls a fun thing he and friends did when they were young.  They decided the growth of the 
nearly one acre of sunflowers at his home needed to be documented.  So they set the camcorder 
to film all day and found  that, lo and behold, those giant beauties really do follow the sun. 

Hunter and his Aunt Jenny moved to Peoria recently.  In addition to working full time at Home  
Depot, giving freely of his time at First Baptist, and volunteering with Team Depot for Habitat for 
Humanity – he and his aunt have some pretty big projects planned for their home in Peoria. 

And there are OTHER goals.  He wants to move out of Peoria in the next year or so.  And he can 
picture himself doing it in a Chevy Colorado.  “It’s a very pretty truck,” he says lovingly. 

Hunter joined First Baptist Church on September 9. 

This profile is part of a series on First Baptist Church’s newest members and those who have held membership the longest.  

The series is the work of a church committee headed by Barb Drake. Please let her know if anyone has been overlooked.  
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Barb Petroski Patricia Lang Barb Drake 
Rose Kimpling   Ruth Turner Pam Orrill    
Carol Conover  Marvin Olson Rosemary Walk 
Alyssa Russell  Wally Webber  Paul Phillips  
Mary Hinch Jay McGee  Jacquelyn Kellogg 
Daniel Pasquini Dorothy Cumming 

David Moody (Jim &  Mary Lou Russell’s nephew) 
Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 

Hope Teel (Mark Teel’s mother) 
Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 

Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 

SAVE THE DATES 
The DINING OUT GROUP will meet at Hickory River Smokehouse on 
Friday, Oct. 27, at 6:30 p.m. Please RSVP to Jen Dusek: phone: 
309-231-6389 or e-mail: the_j_family@yahoo.com.  

Our FALL OUTSIDE CLEAN-UP is scheduled for Saturday., Oct. 28 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY will be November 12,2017.  Reservations 
slips will be in the Sunday worship bulletins to be completed and 
placed in the offering plate, or you can call the church office to 
make a reservation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 29 

Time Change to:   

4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
SUNDAY, OCT. 29, 3:00 P.M. 

FBC PARKING LOT 
(all companion animals,  

furry, feathered, winged or 

otherwise, are welcome.) 


