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THERE IS NO "I" IN "PEOPLE" 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

We are a people and we have deep, historical, present-day, and ongoing relationships and responsibilities for one another. There's 
something in our American DNA that mitigates against our corporate existence. That something is our fierce individualism. We have a 
tendency to think as individuals, to believe that all problems, even on the national and international level, can be solved the way we 
solve our little individual problems. No matter the issue, we tend to apply individual solutions. For example, many Americans insist 
that we don't have a problem with racism as if we finished with that issue in the 1960's. This refusal to deal with the systemic issue of 
racism allows people to claim they are not personally racist.  Here are samples of arguments we often hear from those in denial about 
the deep, embedded, and corporate racism that plagues our nation. 

"Since I am not a neo-Nazi, I am not a racist." "Since I am not a member of the KKK, I am not a racist." "While I may be a white     
nationalist, I am not a racist." "Only Democrats see racists behind every tree, and under every rock. They do this to manipulate     
people. They are the worst manipulators in the country." "Our country doesn't have a racial problem; we have a 'Democrats'         
problem—bunch of socialists, liberals, and communists." "We treat people of different races better than any other country in the 
world." "We are a Christian people, and we love everyone." "Did I tell you that everyone who knows me swears I am not a racist?"  

These are the basic arguments of my cousin Boudreaux. He is outraged that people insist on talking about racial injustice. He can't 
fathom that there is even a vestige of racism left in America. If you try to tell him that the lunatic fringe provides cover for a more    
subtle form of racism, he will accuse you of arrogance and elitism.  Boudreaux truly and sincerely feels this way. His feelings are   
reinforced by his friends and fellow church members who gather on Sunday morning to reassure themselves they are not racists. It's 
a veritable "white heaven" where folks go back home after church justified in the same convictions they brought to church earlier that 
Sunday. 

What gives? Boudreaux is fully indoctrinated in the American gospel of individualism. "If I'm not a racist, and she's not a racist, and 
he's not a racist, and they aren't racists, then racism no longer exists." There is a measure of truth in Boudreaux's zealous             
individualism. He is not a racist in his attitude, his behavior, his language, or his actions. He treats everyone fairly regardless of the 
color of their skin. As a single person, Boudreaux is not a racist. I believe him. 

What he will not admit is the systemic nature of racism. Boudreaux attends a Baptist church where all the members are white. There 
are no African Americans in his congregation. In spite of some gains in the integrating of churches, the majority of American churches 
are one-race. The response to this reality goes something like this: "We worship differently from them. They would not be comfortable 
in our worship service." Really? Are you sure that's the argument you want to make? 

Boudreaux belongs to a culture that continues to give privilege and preferential treatment to whites. If you ask white people about this, 
you can expect vehement denials. They will pile up examples of discrimination against whites. They will swear that all of these      
examples are true. There are embedded racist attitudes and behaviors in systemic racism. No one person is responsible for it, but the 
culture as a whole is immersed in it. Ask a white suburbanite if he will attend a downtown church in a Midwest city, and you will hear 
the following excuse, "Downtown is not safe. I am scared to go downtown even in the daylight." 

Look at the urban-rural divide in American politics. Rural residents, mostly white, will tell you that urban centers are unsafe, riddled 
with crime and violence, that the people who live there are immoral and don't share common Christian values. The city is evil; the 
country is pure and righteous. But don't expect anyone in a rural area to believe this has anything to do with race. 

        (continued next page, column 2) 

 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ANNOUNCES  

ARTIST OF THE SEASON, KEN TIESSEN  
 

As part of our ongoing support for Music, Art, 
Theatre, and Science, FBC is selecting one  
artist each season: Fall, Winter, Spring, and 
Summer. An exhibit by the artist will be placed in 
Fellowship Hall on designated  Sunday mornings 

during each season.    Persons wishing to purchase artwork will 
be able to do so. Checks should be made out to the artist.  Our 
Fall 2017 Artist is First Baptist Church member Ken Tiessen 
(pictured upper left). The first exhibition of Ken's work will be 
Sunday, October 15. Ken is a Realist/Impressionist artist who 
enjoys capturing beauty and character in both landscape and 
portraiture.        

WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SS ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

11:15 A.M. ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

OCTOBER 8, 2017, 17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“LIFE ON THE PRECARIOUS BORDER” 
  Luke 17:11-21 and II Kings 5:1-14  

Where is Jesus in the story? There's not a more important 
question for Christians to ask than where is Jesus. It is so easy 
to fall into the trap of following false Christs. We can mistake 
demagogues for Jesus.  So locate Jesus and follow him. And be 
prepared. There's nowhere Jesus refuses to go. Well, of all 
things, Jesus is walking along the border—an area infested with 
alleged social deviants. Jesus was a border-busting Savior, 
showing disregard for boundaries and borders. Out of nowhere, 
along come ten lepers, shuffling along the border, loud, dirty, 
unclean. Typical border trash. Nine of the lepers are Jews. the 
alleged true worshipers of God, and one is a Samaritan. This    
is our struggle. Are we prepared to face our border-busting  
Savior?  
 

Music: : “Fairest Lord Jesus” —Chancel Bells 

Sanctuary flowers on October 18 will be given by the Fredell 
family in loving memory of  Jim Freddell and Kathy Grubbs. 

Welcome Center:  Jean Brown 
 

OCTOBER 15, 2017, 18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“STAND IN THE BREACH FOR ONE ANOTHER”  

Psalm 106, Exodus 32:1-14, Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14 

The liturgies of everyday life—shopping malls, television,     
exploitative labor, and the studied movements of gated geogra-
phies—make it difficult to hear that a word from God is actually 
intended for you.  Today I want you to look with me (at Psalm 
106 and in particular the verse "Therefore [God] said he would 
destroy them had not Moses, his chosen one, stood in the 
breach before him, to turn away his wrath from destroying 
them."  

Imagine that the lay reader's pulpit is where God stands and 
here on the other side are the unfaithful people of God.  The 
breach is here in the middle where Moses stands.  I believe that 
it is the pastor's job to stand in the breach. I want you to let this 
spot in the middle mark the place where you have been called 
to take your stand.    —Dr. Rodney Kennedy, Sr. Pastor 

.  Music:  “Wonder” —Youth Band 

Welcome Center:  Staci Payton 

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN ISSUES  

“The Illinois Budget as an Exercise in Values and Ethics” 
October 8th, 11:15 a.m., FBC Sanctuary  

Speaker: Jim Nowlan, a former Illinois legislator, senior fellow at 
the University of Illinois’ Institute of Government and Public  

THERE IS NO “I”…(continued from cover) 

Look at the re-segregating of America's schools. Here a private 
school, there a private church school, there a charter school, 
everywhere home schooling. But don't expect anyone to admit 
that this has anything to do with race. Ask white parents why 
they don't send their children to public schools, and they will 
say, "I want my children to be safe. This has nothing to do with 
race. It is a safety issue." 

Look at the geographical boundaries of neighborhoods in our 
cities, and you will find them mostly segregated by race and 
class. Repeated studies have shown that African-Americans 
are much more likely to be stopped by the police and that   
racial profiling is a standard practice for many police           
departments. 

Look at the segregation in our sporting events. Nowhere is our 
systemic racism on more vivid display than at professional 
football games. The overwhelming majority of the players are 
African-American; the overwhelming majority of the fans are 
white. 

Our struggles with racism mirror how hard it is for us to under-
stand that we are a "people." We are in this together. And 
there is no institution on the planet that is more determined by 
corporate identity than the church. "We are not our own, we 
are bought with a price," insists St. Paul. When we grasp this 
basic theological truth, we will find that we are more faithful, 
more committed, more willing to give sacrificially to support our 
church because we are members one of the other. 

Remember there is no "I" in "people." 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Rev. Jim Middleton’s adult Sunday School class titled "The   
Jesus I Met Recently," will not meet on Oct. 8th.  His class will 
resume on Oct. 15th at 11:15 a.m. in the Chapel and run through 
the end of the year. Rev. Middleton’s class is about how a 91-
year-old was introduced to Jesus in a new and exciting way.   



OCTOBER 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 COMM. SUN. 

      FOOD DONATIONS 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship & 
          Chldrns. SS 
11AM Fell. Time. 
11:15AM Adult SS 
               (Chapel) 

2  
10AM MUGS2 
(Knoxvl. Paneras) 

3 NEWSLETTER 

8:30AM FBC Ex.
(Chapel) 

10AM MUGS 
    (FBC Parlor) 

7:30PM Dartball 
  (FBC Fell. Hall) 

4 Rehearsals: 

5:15PM Guitar 
6PM Bell Choir 
6:45PM Chancel 
               Choir 

5 

8:30AM FBC 
Ex. (Chapel) 

9AM Dish 
Pak (Fell. Hall) 

6  7 

8AM—Noon 
FBC Visioning  
Conference 
(Brkfst. @ 8AM) 

8 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship & 
    Chldrns. SS 
11AM Fell. Time. 
11:15AM Cont. Chris-
tian Issues Class 
(Sanct.) 

9 

10AM MUGS2 
(Knoxvl. Paneras) 

6:30PM Board 
          Meetings 

10 

8:30AM FBC Ex. 
(Chapel) 

10AM MUGS 
    (FBC Parlor) 

7:30PM Dartball 
 (Grace Un. Meth.) 

11Rehearsals: 

5:15PM Guitar 
6PM Bell Choir 
6:45PM Chancel 
               Choir 

12 

8:30AM FBC 
Ex. (Chapel) 
 

13 
6:30PM 
Gourmet Grp. 
(var. loc.) 

14 
10AM ABW 
Brunch  
  (Fell. Hall) 

15 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship & 
      Chldrns. SS 
11AM Fell. Time. 
11:15AM Adult SS 
                (Chapel) 

12:20PM Exec. Mtg. 

16 

10AM MUGS2 
(Knoxvl. Paneras) 

 
 

17  NEWSLETTER 

8:30AM FBC Ex. 
(Chapel) 

10AM MUGS (Libr.) 
12:30PM Circ. Frnds. 
   (FBC Parlor) 

7:30PM Dartball 
 (Sunnyland Fell. Hall) 

18 Rehearsals: 

5:15PM Guitar 
6PM Bell Choir 
6:45PM Chancel 
               Choir 

19 

8:30AM FBC 
Ex. (Chapel 

20 21 

9AM-3:30PM 
Rental—Fiber 
Guild (Fell. Hall) 

22 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship & 
      Chldrns. SS 
11AM Fell. Time. 
11:15AM Adult SS 
                (Chapel) 

23 

10AM MUGS2 
(Knoxvl. Paneras) 

24 

8:30AM FBC Exer-
cise (Chapel) 

10AM MUGS 
    (FBC Parlor) 
 

25 Rehearsals: 

5:15PM Guitar 
6PM Bell Choir 
6:45PM Chancel 
               Choir 

26 

8:30AM FBC 
Ex. (Chapel 

27 
6:30PM  
Dining Out 
Group 
(Hickory River 
Smokehouse) 

28 

29  

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship & 
      Chldrns. SS 
11AM Fell. Time. 
11:15AM Adult SS 
                (Chapel) 

3PM Blessing the  
         Animals 
5PM Trunk or Treat 

30 

10AM MUGS2 
(Knoxvl. Paneras) 

31  NEWSLETTER 

8:30AM FBC Ex. 
     (Chapel) 

10AM MUGS 
    (FBC Parlor) 

 

   
 

 

the vision 
FBC Stewardship Campaign 

Oct. 15, 2017 — Nov. 12, 2017 



October 3, 2017 

 

 

ELEANOR SHELTON & ELLEN WOODS 
By Barb Drake 

 
 

You might say there’s a Sunday School lesson in how Eleanor Shelton and Ellen Woods found their 
way to membership in First Baptist Church of Peoria:  We cared. By caring, we made it possible for 
the twin sisters to get to church. They no longer can drive. 

 “I called everyone in the telephone book, and they didn’t have anyone who would come and get us,” 
explains Eleanor. “Your church had someone.” Kudos to those members who provide that service.  

Ellen and Eleanor visited First Baptist for the first time about four months ago. They joined           
September 10; Ellen chose to join by baptism. “I love the church,” says Eleanor. “People are very 
friendly, and the pastor has been really good.” She also likes the opportunity to meet and visit with 
members during the coffee hour.  

Ellen says she likes the music and the sermons. “Everything is real good.”  

It’s not as if they were strangers to the American Baptist faith. The sisters grew up in the Morgan 
Street Baptist Church in Peoria’s North Valley; their only brother went on to pastor there, until moving 
to Florida. Except for the times they spend with him in Ft. Myers, they’ve been without a church 
since.  

The sisters are the daughters of a man who worked in the mail room at The Journal Star and a mom 
who was a fry cook at Downy Flake. And what did they enjoy when they were kids? Picnics and   
skating. “We loved to skate,” Eleanor recalls. “We went about every night,” usually to the rink on 
Farmington Road. “My first job at Steak ‘n Shake was on roller skates,” she adds. Yes, back then, at 
some Steak ‘n Shakes customers could enjoy watching their burgers and shakes delivered on 
skates. Eleanor would go on to work as a  hostess at Bob Evans, retiring just two years ago. Ellen 
worked as a bagger at Kroger’s until her retirement five years ago.  

The identical sisters acknowledge one big identical mistake in their lives – marrying too young and 
dropping out of high school. Eleanor was 16 and Ellen just 15. Both of those marriages ended in    
divorce; each would marry twice more. Ellen has three sons: Paul Hess in Virginia, Steven Grimm in 
North Carolina, and John Hess in Peoria. Her 11 grandchildren also live here. Eleanor has one son, 
Rick Shelton, who lives in Granite City; one granddaughter and one great-granddaughter. The sisters 
lived with Rick briefly but decided to come back home to Peoria. They’ve lived together nearly 30 
years. 

They are identical twins and, they agree, identical in many ways besides appearance. Bingo, for    
example. “We loved to play Bingo. We went to Bingo parlors every night,” Eleanor says. But most 
Bingo parlors have closed, victims of computer gaming, and the sisters couldn’t get to them now    
anyway. “We really don’t have much to do anymore because we don’t drive and that makes it hard,” 
Eleanor says.   She and Ellen would like to be a part of church social groups – but, of course, they 
would need help getting to the gatherings.  

This profile is part of a series on First Baptist Church’s newest members and those who have held membership the longest.  

The series is the work of a church committee headed by Barb Drake. Please let her know if anyone has been overlooked.  

Eleanor Ellen 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Barb Petroski Patricia Lang Rose Kimpling   
Ruth Turner Pam Orrill Jay McGee    
Carol Conover  Marvin Olson Rosemary Walk 
Alyssa Russell  Wally Webber  Paul Phillips  
Mary Hinch Jacquelyn Kellogg 
Dan Pasquini Dorothy Cumming 

David Moody (Jim &  Mary Lou Russell’s nephew) 
Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 

Hope Teel (Mark Teel’s mother) 
Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 

Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 

 

FBC’s Health & Wellness 
Committee is offering a 
flu shot clinic: 

WHERE:  FELLOWSHIP HALL OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

WHEN:  SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15TH, AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICE 

COST:  $25, CASH OR CHECKS PAYABLE TO UNITY POINT 

We are unable to bill insurance, but you may request a receipt to 
turn in to your insurance. 

Shots will be given by Vicki Weatherington, RN; Lurene Ladd, RN; 
and Debbie McGlothlen, RN. 

If interested, please sign up or  
e-mail Lurene Ladd at Lurene.ladd@gmail.com.   

It’s important to sign up so we know how many flu shots to get.  
Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall on October 8th. 

MISSION NOTES: 

This Fall Hines School needs two third grade tutors. We also have been 
advised that Hines would like a tutor for art and a tutor for a phys-ed 
class. If you have interest in becoming a tutor, please contact Phil 
McAlearney of the Mission Board. Phil can be reached at 309-565-4214.  

SAVE THE DATE 

Church Women United Human Rights Celebration, 
9:00 a.m., October 6th at First English Lutheran Church.  
Brunch served.  For reservations, call Thelma Hopwood, 
309-699-6950. 

The Caterpillar Employees Mixed Chorus musical      
comedy “The Addams Family” will play at the Eastlight 
Theater in East Peoria Oct. 12 & 13 at 7:30 p.m., Oct. 14 
at 2:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., and Oct. 15 at 2:00 p.m.  Get 
tickets online at tickets.eastlighttheatre.com.   


