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I BELIEVE IN TITHING 
By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

What an odd statement to make in an age as materialistic, economically challenging, and devoted to the accumulation of wealth 
as ours. 

Why would a preacher want to bring up such an old subject in a time such as ours? Well, I have one primary reason. I believe 
that tithing is a biblical practice that aims to save us from greed which St. Paul identifies as idolatry in Colossians 3:5. 

The tithe started its life as a "seed fund." Farmers would save 10% of the crop to make sure there would be seed to plant next 
year's crop. The tithe, in its origins, was indispensable. If the farmer didn't save 10% of his harvest, there would be no crop the 
next year. 

Then the tithe became a part of Jewish practice. Jews were commanded to give a tithe of their income to the support of the 
Temple/synagogue. This requirement continues today with some adjustment for income needs. 

Then Christianity, at least some denominations, adopted the tithe as a good way to raise money for the church. Tithing was ex-
pected of church members and in some churches it was required. It is easy to point out that Jesus never commanded that his 
followers give a tithe. But before celebrating that tidbit, we should recall that Jesus did tell a rich man that he should give away 
all his possessions (100%) in order to be a disciple. The New Testament seems to teach a principle known as proportionate 
giving. A person gives according to how much a person has received or earned. The principle is that the tithe would be a begin-
ning point for giving and go up from there depending upon a person's income. 

These historical and biblical perspectives are mostly lost in our money-addled culture. The average church member contributes 
about 2.5% of income to the church per year. Churches struggle to have the necessary financial resources to meet missional 
needs with a giving level that has sunk to such a low percentage. 

Would it be possible to once again present tithing as the beginning point for faithful Christian giving? If you now give 2.5% to the 
church would you be willing to increase that by 2 percentage points each year until you reached a tithe of your income? If tithing 
was a requirement for church membership, would you simply leave and go to another church? Under what circumstances and 
for what reasons would you be led to give 10% of your income to FBC Peoria in 2018? 

This is an outlandish and possibly, preposterous request, but we are asking that we all make the major, life-changing decision, 
to commit 10% of our income to the church for 2018. We took a look at the median incomes in our congregation and learned 
that if the entire membership gave a tithe of that income, our budget for 2018 would be at least $750,000. 

Tithing may be the most Christian response we can make to the economic practices of our secular world. It may go a long way 
toward showing the world that Christians really are different from pagans, materialists, and people whose lives are dominated by 
greed. I don't know, what are your thoughts? 



  

the vision 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SS ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

11:15 A.M. ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

NOVEMBER 19, 2017, 24TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“TALENTS: MONEY OR GIFTS? ” 
  Matthew 25:14-30    

There are two typical American versions of Jesus' story of the 
talents.  In the first version God dishes out good looks to one 
and basketball skills to another.  The second story we tell is that 
God blesses all our money-making ways.  What then is the  
difference in talents and gifts, talents and money?  

Music: "Give Me Jesus" - Chancel Choir 
and a performance by the Chancel Bells 

Welcome Center:  Jonathan Ellison 

NOVEMBER 26, 2017, LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“IS AMERICA A RIGHTEOUS NATION? ”  
Matthew 25:31-46  

Matthew makes us face whether or not we are a righteous   
nation. Most people write this off as a parable and the rest are 
allergic to judgment stories.  We may, in a fit of nostalgia, sing 
"When the Roll Is Called up Yonder,"• but mostly judgment is 
not our game.  What if it's not a parable but a straight narrative 
description?  What if this is America's day of reckoning? Let's 
struggle together with the possibilities. The easy answer, mostly 
because it's not true, is to put all this judgment off on the sec-
ond coming of Jesus. The Rapture preachers are escapists 
because they don't want to actually take responsibility for this 
world.  

Music:  "Sparks and Shadows" —Michelle Lacy 

Welcome Center:  Gordon Brown 
 

ABW NOVEMBER DATES 
 

The ABW Brunch will be on Saturday, November 18th, from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Our guest speaker will be  
Rev Jim Middleton. His presentation is titled "Thanks for  
Nothing." Sounds interesting.  All ladies are invited. 
 

The meal will be provided by the ABW board.  The cost is $4 at 
the door by the soda machine. Janet Middleton will be doing        
devotions.  We will be collecting for Love Gift, which goes in   
the purple boxes on the table.  Dollars and change are          
appreciated.   Envelopes for pledges and the bakeless bake sale 
will be available if you haven’t turned yours in. 
 

Guests are welcome.  Just be sure to advise Carolyn Ihnken at 
685-1388 or csimk@comcast.net so we have a seat for your 
guest. 

Circle of Friends will meet on November 21st at 12:30 p.m. in 
the church parlor.  

Evening Literature Circle will meet on November 21st at 7:00 
p.m. in the home of Lynnelle Ryan, 825 Anne Street,           
Washington.  The book to be reviewed is The Water is Wide by 
Pat Conroy.   

                STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY:  
 

Thanks to everyone who attended our Stewardship Campaign Meeting and Luncheon!  “Embrace the Vision” will continue through-
out the month of November. It is easy to become distracted and neglect the important role we have in supporting the mission of First 
Baptist Church.  Your pledge enables our church boards and committees to plan programs and mission projects for the upcoming 
year.  If you have not returned your pledge card, we urge you to prayerfully consider your tithe for 2018. Replacement cards are 
available in the church office. 

In addition to your monetary commitments, we sincerely appreciate your generous pledges of both your time and talents to support 
our many programs and projects. The Executive Committee and Missions Board are currently exploring and evaluating a major new 
local mission project for 2018. Our Search Committee continues to interview well-qualified candidates for Senior Pastor. FBC is also 
beginning a new phase of church growth and evangelism through a newly appointed Marketing Committee. We will need your help 
in welcoming the many new visitors we hope to attract.  

Our new Church Boards, Treasurer, Staff, and the Executive Committee will be preparing next year’s budget based on the results of 
our Stewardship Campaign. Thank you for your commitment to God’s calling to be good stewards and make a difference in the lives 
of people throughout our community and around the world! 

Wayne Nowlan, Moderator 

SAVE THE DATE 
Please join us on December l0th for our 2nd annual Christmas 
Carol Sing and Dinner.  Our theme this year is "Miracle on Lake 
Street."  Last year was such a wonderful event with a large turn-
out, and we're very excited about this year.  We will again have  
a buffet-style meal with the exercise class providing grilled  
chicken.  If you would like to help provide food, please contact 
food chair Jo Sternberg: e-mail: jo_cub@yahoo.com or phone, 
309-642-1072.   



 

November 14, 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Friends and Members of First Baptist Church, 
 
Many of our ministers and missionaries who answer God’s call to serve Him make  
financial sacrifices which leave them ill-prepared for retirement.  The Retired Ministers and 
Missionaries Offering is an opportunity for us to show them our appreciation for their      
service, and to help ease their financial burden. 
 
Fifty-seven percent of your contribution will provide “thank you” checks to over 3,400  
American Baptist ministers, missionaries, and their widowed spouses.  The remaining 43% 
is used to provide emergency support and financial assistance in crisis situations. 
 
Those who receive the checks are thankful. One pastor remarked about an RMMO  
recipient: 
 

“It meant a great deal to him...he didn’t even talk about the financial amount.   
He was talking about the idea that he was remembered.” 

 
Please help us reach our goal of $2,500 with your generous contribution.  Let’s be a     
Generous Congregation. 

 
 
 
 
Bernie Drake     Dr. Rodney KIennedy 
FBC Mission Board     Interim Senior Pastor 



November 14, 2017 

 

Walter and Sonya Baldauf 
By Jo Sternberg 

 
 

Service to others and an American Baptist faith weave in a continuing thread between the 
lives of Walter and Sonya Baldauf. 
 

Walter is a medical resident in Peoria working in two fields — internal medicine and      
pediatrics.  "When I'm through, I'll be double certified," he explained.  His favorite part of medicine?  "I really like interacting with      
people. Going into medicine is a service thing." 
 

Walter grew up in Lafayette, Ind., with older brother Jason. Their father worked for Eli Lilly, and their mom was a homemaker.  After 
high school  Walter entered Purdue University and, with a love of science, began working toward a BS and MS in entymology, with an 
eye toward research.  He also became active in the Baptist Student Foundation. 
 

Sonya, an only child, was raised in Vallonia, a small southern Indiana  town.  In high school she attended an American Baptist church 
in nearby Brazil.  Like Walter she also attended Purdue and, wishing to be in a service profession, decided to obtain a degree in      
psychology, earning it in 2008.  During her freshman year she too learned of the Baptist Student Foundation, which offered her a    
mission trip to Kodiak, Alaska.  With the blessing of her parents, Sonya spent 14 months in Kodiak as a counselor in an after-school 
program.  Housing was provided by the Foundation; transportation was the responsibility of the volunteer (or in Sonya's case, her   
willing parents). 
 

When Sonya returned to Indiana, she met Walter through the Student Foundation.  "We were friends for a year or two," she explained, 
"then dated, then engaged for six weeks before we got married."  "It was supposed to be five weeks," said Walter, but  marriage was 
delayed because Sonya's dad (a firefighter) was working."  The two married in 2008 and, says Walter, it has been "nine blissful 
years."  
 

Walter completed his degrees but switched to medicine, deciding he preferred service to research. In 2012 he applied to and was   
accepted by the  Indiana University School of Medicine in Terre Haute.  The two spent the next four years there. 
 

Continuing a desire to serve their church, the couple volunteered for three summers (2011-2013) at the Kodiak mission.  Counselors 
at the summer day camp, they led children from grades 1 through 8 in various programs such as hiking, photography, water sports 
and cooking (Walter's favorite).  "The counselors decide the curriculum based on ages and interests of the children," explained Walter. 
In 2013, six-month old son Dean accompanied them. 
 

In 2016 Walter was accepted into the residency program in Peoria, and the family relocated. They settled in the El Vista area and, 
says Sonya, "we love our neighbors — very friendly and welcoming."  Searching for a church wasn't a problem; they looked for an 
American Baptist church.  "We like the pastor (at First Baptist)," said Walter, "and the congregation is welcoming."  Added Sonya, "I 
think     American Baptist churches in general are welcoming." 
 

Because of Walter's heavy and irregular schedule, Sonya opted to stay home with Dean.  Their busy household now includes Bruce, 
born in January, and Queenie, an Australian heeler puppy.  At four, Dean is a typical busy boy, sweet and curious and currently proud 
of a small pile of sawdust he carefully sweeps into a bucket next to his dad's table saw.  A visitor must be very appreciative of Dean's 
"woodpile."  At one point he grandly announces "I'm going outside now." to which Walter mildly replies, "Well, have a great time."     
Ten-month old Bruce smiles with huge brown eyes and seems happy to be held by anyone willing. Queenie, a baby herself, doesn't 
mind being held either. 
 

Both Sonya and Walter seem to operate in a calm, loving atmosphere that belies all the time involved in Walter's busy residency and 
Sonya's never-ending child, home and pet care.  The entire family is a joy to spend time with. 
 

The Baldaufs may move on once Walter's residencies are completed, and they'll most likely find another American Baptist church — a 
rich find for the next church and a definite loss for ours.  Sonya and Walter joined our congregation September 10, 2017. 

 
This profile is part of a series on First Baptist Church’s newest members and those who have held membership the longest.  
The series is the work of a church committee headed by Barb Drake. Please let her know if anyone has been overlooked.  

Walter, Bruce, Dean, Sonya,  & Queenie 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Barb Petroski Patricia Lang Barb Drake 
Rose Kimpling   Ruth Turner Pam Orrill    
Carol Conover  Marvin Olson Rosemary Walk 
Alyssa Russell  Wally Webber  Paul Phillips  
Mary Hinch Jay McGee  Jacquelyn Kellogg 
Daniel Pasquini Dorothy Cumming 

David Moody (Jim &  Mary Lou Russell’s nephew) 
Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 

Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 
Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 

ADULT CURRENT ISSUES SS CLASS 
“IMMIGRATION: WHAT IS THE ANSWER?  

WHAT ARE THE QUESTIONS?” 
NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

Retired 10th Circuit Judge Rick Grawey    
will address these tough questions at our 
November 19th Current Issues Adult Sunday 
School class. He’ll begin the session with a 
summary of our nation’s immigration history 
and current immigration issues. Then he’ll 

engage us in a discussion of current policies, problems and   
possible solutions.  

He will ask us to assume that we are enlightened leaders of a 
wealthy country deeply divided over those policies and suggest 
what laws we would favor to deal with a number of hypothetical 
scenarios.  

In retirement Grawey is a Pro Bono attorney with the National 
Immigration Justice Center and the Immigration Project assisting 
undocumented minors from Guatemala and Honduras. The class 
begins at 11:15 a.m. on November 19th, in the sanctuary.  

Barb Drake 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear FBC Friends, 

Thank you so very much for attending my 50th birthday cele-
bration in Fellowship Hall on November 5th.  It was a wonderful 
party with the cake, decorations and the kind cards that I re-
ceived. 

Also, thank you for your support throughout my whole life in 
this church. 
    Sincerely, 
    Chris Hall 


