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“The Bible Says”  
By:  The Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  

My cousin Boudreaux, my life-long imaginary interlocutor, has a problem with the phrase, “The Bible says.” We were sitting in       
the back of the grocery store on Highway 2 on a recent Wednesday morning. Having exhausted all necessary talk about sports, 
weather, politics, and Boudreaux’s chronic arthritis, the scene turned religious. “I don’t know why all these preachers are always 
huffing and puffing about what the Bible says. I’m sitting there in church trying to listen to the sermon and right in the middle of a 
muddled argument the preacher drops in ‘the Bible says.’ Now, I’m all for the Bible and I even read mine every day, but what’s so all
-fired important about the preaching injecting ‘the Bible says’ into every fourth or fifth paragraph.” 

Boudreaux wonders if the Bible actually says half of the stuff his preacher claims that it says. And since he is a regular Bible reader, 
he knows the Bible says a lot of stuff he wished it had never said. “I think my preacher is like this lazy guy who went into the garden 
to pick purple-hull peas and he only picked a few here and there, so he could finish and get back to the shade. That boy left enough 
peas on the vine to feed a family of five. Something’s not right about that kind of pea-picking the verses of the Bible. 

Enjoying his rant, especially since it went against his usual hard-core literalism, I hesitated to offer any opinions, preferring to bask 
in the sweet, pleasing light of Boudreaux’s unusual admission. Lacking the ability to completely keep my mouth shut, this slipped 
out. “Now, Boudreaux, you know the Bible doesn’t speak with a uniform voice. All the writers and editors of the Bible, if you         
piled them into the Antioch Baptist Church, and tried to get them all to agree on something, it would look just like a congregational 
meeting. Some would be for it and some against it and some would not be able to make up their minds. Isaiah writes some stuff and 
the preacher could say, ‘Isaiah says,’ rather than ‘the Bible says.’ 

“Boudreaux do you know that in the same chapter of Leviticus there’s a verse that says that an Israelite’s neighbor is his fellow  
Israelite? Then there is another verse, in the same chapter, that says an Israelite’s neighbor is the alien in his land. Old Testament/
Hebrew scholar, Ellen Davis from Duke Divinity School says that one of the remarkable aspects of the Bible is that the editors made 
the decision not to delete any previous material, but to allow it to remain and let the next generation of interpreters struggle with the 
meaning for their time. This process is repeated over and over in the Bible. 

Boudreaux rolled his eyes at my liberal flaws. “I don’t know about all that, Reverend, but I am pretty sure the Bible has a lot in it that 
I don’t understand and a lot more that I wish I didn’t understand. I’m not worried about what I don’t understand, but it makes me a 
little jumpy that the parts I do understand keep demanding that I change. It’s a tough book. I just wish my preacher had more      
respect for the book’s thorny nature. 

“Why, Boudreaux, I think that the smartest thing you have ever said. You should stay on this track and see where it takes you. 
There’s no telling what might happen if you stay away from that blanket claim of ‘the Bible says’ and start digging around in what 
Matthew says, and what Mark says, and then there’s Luke, and John. And if you really want to turn your faith upside down, you can 
just concentrate on what Jesus says. I have a hunch that what your preacher claims the Bible says would be disagreeable to      
Jesus.” 

Somehow, the church has to find her way back to a concentration on the good news of Jesus Christ. When a preacher goes on   
and on about some subject and he never mentions Jesus and never makes any connection between his opinion and what Jesus 
teaches, you should at least be skeptical. There’s nothing wrong with the church that can’t be fixed by attention to the Gospel!   



SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP   

November 27, 2016 
   Rev. Dr. Adrian Lamkin, ABC Great Rivers Region 

 

Music:  "Of The Father's Love Begotten" - Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Sally & Ken Tiessen 

Flowers in the Sanctuary on Nov. 27th will be provided by Tom 
and Carol Maulding in celebration of their 50th wedding          
anniversary. 
 

December 4, 2016 

“ADVENT REGIME CHANGE”  
Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-11 

Malcolm Gladwell has a book called Blink — Go with your         
instinct. I don’t think that is really the way we should live. Let’s 
ask, “Am I living a useful life?”  Gladwell also wrote                 
Outliers.  Success, he says, is more a product of circumstances, 
even luck.  I would expand that to the Christian concept of 
KAIROS – the opportune time, the exact right time.   

Well, there are two outliers in our Advent texts: Isaiah and John 
the Baptist.   

Isaiah says there’s a new regime, a new sheriff in town.  We 
Americans love regime change; we can only tolerate a president 
for 8 years.  “Term limits” is a favorite slogan!  But you should 
wait before you jump on Isaiah’s bandwagon of regime 
change.  He might offer more than you bargained for and leave 
you shaking your head is dismay.  Isaiah offers a regime change 
from above – the throne of God where Jesus sits at the right hand 
of God.  Isaiah is an outlier – set apart from the community – who 
has established an outpost of the New Regime.   

Centuries later, another outlier of the new regime, appears in the 
region of the Jordan River.  His name: John the Baptist.  He 
brings good news of God’s new regime: “Repent for the New  
Regime has come near.”  The gospel is a counter-truth that    
unsettles us and "turns the world upside down!"  

Music:  "Offering" - Praise Band,  
"Break Forth O Beauteous Heav'nly Light" - Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Janet Middleton 

CHRISTMAS EVE/DAY SERVICES 
 

Christmas Eve Service in the Sanctuary 

Saturday, Dec. 24th, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day Service* - with carols, scripture and  
 a Christmas meditation by Rev. Jim Middleton 

Sunday, Dec. 25th, 10:00 a.m. 
 

*No children’s Sunday school, but a nursery will be provided  

during the service.  No Fellowship time after worship. 

 
 
 

Our Stewardship campaign, Live Simply, continues during the 
month of November.  It is easy to get distracted and neglect 
the important role you have in supporting the mission of First 
Baptist Church.  Your pledge enables our church boards and 
committees to plan programs and mission projects for the 
coming year.  If you have not turned in your pledge card, we 
urge you to prayerfully consider your tithe for 2017. 
 

We thank all who have turned in their pledge cards.  Your   
generous pledges have enabled us to reach 80 percent of our 
goal.  We also thank those who give so generously of their 
time and talents to support the programs and projects here at 
First Baptist Church. 
 

We are looking at new and exciting ways to reach out into the 
community.  Your pledge will help us enlarge our ministries, 
missions and programs.  Thank you for your commitment to 
God’s calling to be good stewards, live simply, and make a 
difference in the lives of people in this city and around the 
world. 
 

Marti Atwater 

PASTORAL CARE 
Dr. Kennedy will be on vacation November 21-29.  For pastoral 
care in his absence, please contact the church office, 682-5491.  
Messages will be checked while the office is closed for the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

 Give Generously 



 
November 22, 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Friends and Members of First Baptist Church, 
 
Many of our ministers and missionaries who answer God's call to serve Him make financial         

sacrifices which leave them ill-prepared for retirement.  The Retired Ministers and Missionaries    

Offering is an opportunity for us to show them our appreciation for their service, and to help ease 

their financial burden.  

 
Fifty-seven percent of your contribution will provide "thank you" checks to almost 4,000 American 

Baptist ministers, missionaries, and their widowed spouses.  The remaining 43% is used to  provide 

emergency support and financial assistance in crisis situations. 

 
Those who receive the checks are thankful, as the following letter indicates:  

     "Another year has gone by and another check has come from  MMBB.  You have  

always been there to give us sound financial advice and to adequately provide for 

us in our retirement.  Thank  you for your continued concern and generosity." 

                                          ―Retired couple in Abilene, KS 

 
In 2014 FBC Peoria was number 11 nationwide in giving to the RMMO.  In 2015 we were not in the 

top 25.  Let's do better this year! 

 
Help us reach our goal of $2,500 with your generous contribution. 
 

Phil McAlearney  Rodney Kennedy 
Phil McAlearney   The Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy 
FBC Mission Board   Interim Sr. Pastor 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Happy Dean Barb Twist Leland Wake 
Carl Schmidt Rose Kimpling Pam Orrill 
Marvin Olson Jay McGee            Deb Houser  
Alyssa Russell  Wally Weber Carol Conover 
Rosemary Walk Dorothy Cumming June Fredell  
Jim Collins Barb Petroski  

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 

   HEALTH TIPS:  
     DO’S & DON’TS FOR LOSING WEIGHT 
 

 Don’t skip meals:  Eating regular meals may reduce impulse snacking, 
meal size and calorie intake. 

 Limit meat consumption:  Meat is the major source of fat — keep 
portions under 5 ounces daily.  Eat more servings of vegetables, fruit, 
and grains. 

 Don’t starve yourself:  If the diet is too strict, you’ll be likely to go back 
to your old eating habits.  You need to learn how to eat a variety of 
healthy foods to achieve long-term weight control. 

 Exercise regularly:  Any exercise burns calories.  To promote weight 
loss, exercise at least 30 to 60 minutes on most days of the week.  
Walking is a good exercise. 

 Drink water:  Drinking water with your meal can help fill you up and 
slows the pace of your eating.  People who eat fast tend to overeat. 

 Weigh wisely:  Daily shifts in body water can show up as pounds on 
your scale.  So, keep this in mind and pay greater attention to trends in 
your weight. 

 Reduce stress:  Stress can trigger overeating.  Instead of turning to 
comfort food, try relaxation techniques such as deep breathing or   
meditation. 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse (Ph: 309-691-2054) 

You’re Invited 
Sunday, November 27 to celebrate 

Carol & Tom's Maulding’s 50th   
anniversary in Fellowship Hall after 
worship. Light refreshments. No 
gifts please. Cards appreciated. 


