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“FACING OUR FUTURE FEARLESSLY”  
By:  The Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  

  
 

There's a lot of fear in our nation. Remember that the mantra of Jesus is "Be not 
afraid." Christians have no reason to live in fear, so here at FBC Peoria we are facing 
the future boldly, gladly, and expectantly. 
 
I need your help in spreading the word that we are a fearless people. Don't be afraid 
to show up for worship every Sunday possible. Don't be afraid to give sacrificially to 
the church. Don't be afraid to invite others to church. Don't be afraid to ask questions 
and explore alternatives. If you haven't been coming to church because you have 
been hurt, ignored, or unappreciated, please be bold and come back. We need you 
so much. We ask your forgiveness for any and all ways we have failed to be the 
church you expected us to be.  
 
Live each day with courage and pay no attention to the fearmongers among us. 
Those who deliberately sow the seeds of fear are not to be trusted. They are      
demagogues. Actually they are anti-Christ by teaching fear which is the opposite of 
the teachings of Jesus. The fearful are rabble rousers and they have zero solutions. 
They are just old white guys trying to get more people to keep them company in their 
fears. The fearful love conspiracy theories, but the fearless discount such wild tales.  
 
Americans are not by nature a fearful people. We take on the most audacious chal-
lenges and we never back down. So please lift up your hearts, maintain your spiritual 
zeal, keep the faith, and we will prevail. What made us a great people was our inde-
pendent thinking so don't give up your critical thinking skills now. In a culture of lies 
and false claims, you will need to think clearly and reach your own conclusions.  
 
Stick close to Jesus who said "Do not be afraid." 



SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP   

November 13, 2016 

“LIVE NOW!” 
Isaiah 65:17-25, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, Luke 21:5-19 

Our readings from Isaiah and Luke are apocalyptic texts – the 
most complex of all biblical texts. The word refers to “revelation,” 
the unveiling of truth through the use of symbolic language. The 
usual church usage of this language is to use it to predict the 
future. In every Christian generation there have been those who 
employed the predictive interpretative strategy to apocalyptic 
literature. And they have been wrong, not half the time, not 90% 
of the time, but 100% of the time. Apocalyptic literature is about 
NOW and not just the future. The texts are intended to motivate 
us to produce the future now. Here’s how it works. God has  
pointed to the sheer goodness and glory of eternity and then 
called us to produce that goodness and glory here and now. Fear 
about the future is wasted energy. Predictions of the future are 
wasted mental effort. Live now! Live well! Live whole!    

Music:  "The Lord to Me a Shepherd Is" - Chancel Choir 
Josh Russell & Mark Grizzard 

 

November 20, 2016 

“LONG LIVE THE POEM!”  
Luke 1:68-79, Colossians 1:11-20 

An angel (another name for a poet) named Gabriel is sent by God 
to a priest named Zechariah. His message: the old couple would 
have a baby and he would prepare the way for the promised king. 
Zechariah, keeper of the poems of Israel, should have known, but 
through long years of skepticism, he had lost the ability to believe 
heavenly poets. When his turn came to celebrate the poem, he 
resisted with all his might. Being old, maybe he was tired. Or like 
us, being busy, he neglected his poetry homework. Poetry, more 
than anything else, defines the life of faith from Genesis to     
Revelation, but now we have a situation. Not everyone still     
believes in poetry.  

Count us as a society of reason, logic, the scientific-rational   
paradigm – a world with an insatiable lust for power, wealth,   
security and control; a world void of poetry.   Blinded by envy of 
the tools of science, the church has applied the scientific method 
to her poems. As soon as we try to prove a poem, we kill it. We 
have become 1/3rd Aristotelians: logic without pathos and ethos 
or pathos (emotion) without logic and ethos. There is a different 
way and it involves these peculiar poems that populate the Bible. 
The story of Elizabeth and Zechariah, like that of Abraham and 
Sarah, is an impossible tale when it is subjected to the standards 
of proof. As poetry it opens us to an alternative world.   

Music:  "People Get Ready" - Higher Ground 
"For the Fruit of All Creation" - Chancel Choir 

Flowers on Nov. 20 will be given by Sharon Polakow in celebra-
tion of the 65th anniversary of First Baptist Church of Peoria 
sponsoring Polakow family to come from Germany to the United 
States. 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Senior Pastor Search Committee has been meeting    
regularly since its formation. At this time, we have conducted  
a church survey and tabulated the results, prepared a        
compensation plan and submitted to the executive committee, 
and developed a church profile which includes a current Senior 
Pastor Job Description. 

A total of 355 surveys were distributed. We received           
responses on 110 surveys. Preaching / Worship was the   
overall highest priority and nearly twice as highly rated as the 
second priority. The next three priorities were closely coupled 
and in the following order: Church Growth, Nurturing           
Fellowship, and Pastoral Care. Priorities five and six were  
Education/Interpreting the Faith and Communication respec-
tively, but with a fairly clear separation from the higher and 
trailing priorities. The remaining categories fell in the following 
order: Program Development, Mission Promotion, Ministry of 
the Laity Development, Counseling, Leadership Development, 
and Stewardship. 

As a result of this preparation, the committee is currently    
reviewing approximately two dozen prospective candidates. 
These candidates come from both ABC Regional recommen-
dations and other suggested sources. We have just begun to 
review the potential candidates. 

If you would like further clarification of the survey results or 
would like to ask questions or make suggestions, search   
committee members will be available on Sunday, November 
13th to answer questions. We will be in the chapel at 11:15 AM 
for a time of informal discussion. While we cannot discuss spe-
cific candidates, we will answer as many questions about the 
survey, the process, and our progress as we can. So grab a 
cup of coffee after the service and visit with us on Sunday, 
November 13th at 11:15 AM in the church chapel. 
 

          —The Senior Pastor Search Committee 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
 
This year Christmas is on Sunday, which poses some        
difficulties for many families.  In an effort to help you plan your 
celebrations, the Executive Committee has decided to change 
our traditional Christmas services.  We will have one        
Christmas Eve Service on Saturday night at 7:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.  We will have our usual Sunday Service on     
Christmas that will include carols, scripture, and a meditation 
by Rev. Jim Middleton.  This service will be approximately 45 
minutes in length.  We will not be serving coffee and rolls after 
the service.  There will be no Sunday School, but a nursery will 
be provided during the worship service.  We hope this infor-
mation will  enable you to plan your Christmas celebrations 
and include First Baptist as part of your family Christmas. 

     —The Executive Committee 



YOUTH LOCK-IN 
By Mark Grizzard 

 

Thanks to our fantastic youth for a very fun lock-in in October!  We had 17 youth       
participate in an all-night adventure that included basketball, Wii video games, movies, 
devotions, a scavenger hunt, tunnel tours, and a middle-of-the-night trip to Steak 'n' 
Shake.  Special thanks to Dave and Diane Tomsovic for staying up all night (mostly) with 
our youth, and thanks to this church family for the terrific support shown to our youth 
ministry. 

WELCOME CENTER 
 

We ran out of room on page 2, so here is 
the welcome center staffing schedule for 
November 13 and 20: 
 

Nov. 13:  Delores Swigart & Lynelle Ryan 
Nov. 20:  Phil & Mary McAlearney. 

ABW NOVEMBER 
 

The ABW November Brunch will be on 
Saturday, November 19th  at 10:00 a.m.  
We will welcome as guest speaker David  
Commanday, Artistic Director/Conductor  
of Heartland Festival Orchestra.   He will 
present “Maestro’s Initiative,” a narrated 
power point portrait including video clips 
from selected concerts. The Evening Liter-
ature Circle will provide the luncheon. 
 

As with all AWB meetings, the congrega-
tion and friends are invited.  The cost is $4 
at the door by the Soda Machine.  We will 
have Fruit and Nuts available.  We will also 
take a Love Gift collection.  Please call 
Carolyn Ihnken, 685-1388 for reservations. 
 

 

Circle of Friends will meet on Tuesday, 
November 15th, at 12:30 p.m. in the First 
Baptist Church parlor. Thelma Hopwood 
will host and the program will be Undies for 
Sundays. 
 

Evening Literature Circle will meet on 
Tuesday, November 15th, at 7:00 p.m., at 
the home of Delores Swigart, 2613 N. Linn, 
Peoria.  The book to be reviewed is A Man 
Called Doe, by Fredrik Backman.   
  

GOODBYE 
 

Pete and Angie Nicol have moved to 
Champaign, Illinois where Pete is starting a 
new business venture.  We wish them 
God’s blessing as they leave Peoria and 
start a new chapter in their lives.  
 

HOLIDAY POINSETTIAS 
We are once again taking orders for    
poinsettias through Sunday, November 
20th.  Order forms will be in the Sunday 
bulletins and the church office.  Cost is $15 
each.  The poinsettias will be displayed in 
the sanctuary November 27, 2016 through 
January 1, 2017. 

 
You’re Invited 

 

On Sunday, November 27, the Maulding Family 
will celebrate Carol & Tom's 50th wedding  

anniversary in Fellowship Hall following morning 
worship. Light refreshments will be served.  

No gifts please. Cards appreciated. 

 

When a family experiences food shortage and insecurity, 
nutrition is but one of the casualties.  Children who do not 
eat properly risk brain development delays, and the   
inability to focus in school.  Adults find it more difficult to 

find and hold employment.  The lack of a full-service grocery in low income areas is 
another great concern.  Families must pay for transportation to get to a store, or use 
the local convenience market, with higher prices and far fewer options. Hunger creates 
a cascade of problems for many of our fellow citizens.   

Friendship House in Peoria, provides critical assistance to those experiencing such 
difficulties.  Through STUFF-A-BUS, we are able to contribute months and months 
worth of food, so that no one in need has to be turned away.  Each year, our goal   
increases, and this year we plan to collect 13 tons of food city-wide.  As a partner with 
Friendship House, we once again ask for your donations – to meet and exceed this 
ambitious goal.  Please give generously. 

Thank you! 
Sally Johnson Tiessen, STUFF-A-BUS Coordinator 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Happy Dean Sharon Stanard Leland Wake 
Carl Schmidt Rose Kimpling Pam Orrill 
Marvin Olson Jay McGee            Barb Twist  
Alyssa Russell  Wally Weber Carol Conover 
Rosemary Walk Dorothy Cumming Deb Houser 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Tanya Fosdick (Karen Vickerman’s daughter) 

DINING OUT  
On November 18th at 6:30 p.m. the Dining Out Group will be going to 
Grandpa John's Rib Shack, 2328 West Willow Knolls Road. This will be 
the last dining out until January, 2017. Please let John or Jen Dusek 
know if you will attend. Thank You and Have a Blessed Month!! John 
and Jen Dusek. 
     —John and Jen Dusek 

  HEALTH TIPS:   

   KEEPIN’ THE FAITH 

People — or at least women — who frequent churches, synagogues, 
mosques and the like might live longer.  For 20 years researchers have 
followed more than 74,000 women who started out without heart      
disease or cancer.  Those who attended religious services more than 
once a week were 33% less likely to die for any reason during the study 
period than women who never attended.  What do the faithful have  
going for them?  Researchers found lower rates of smoking and       
depression and higher rates of social support and optimism. 
 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse 
(309) 691-2054 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

We extend our sympathy to Betty Wenger and family   
on the death of her husband, Orlando “Bill” Wenger.    
Bill died on Saturday, October 29th.  A visitation and  
memorial service were held at First Baptist Church on 
Saturday,  November 5th. 
 
We also extend sympathy to the friends of Ed Orth.  Ed 
was the husband of FBC member Peg Orth (deceased) 
and father of FBC member Katherine Orth (also        
deceased).   Ed died on Saturday, October 29th.  


