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My cousin Boudreaux has a love-hate relationship with the church. 
Last night he had a dream. Jesus showed up in his room and asked 
Boudreaux about the church.  

Jesus: "I gave my life for the church and promised Peter I would 
build the church so strong that the gates of hell would not prevail 
against it." 

Boudreaux: "Well, I bet you didn't anticipate the church rotting from 
within from all those hypocrites." 

Jesus: "Not everyone who says 'Lord, Lord' is really part of my 
church. There's some rotten apples, so to speak, in every barrel. 
Why blame the entire institution on a few people who are slightly 
warmer than the Polar ice cap?"  

Boudreaux: "But people in the church hurt my feelings." 

Jesus: "Remember when I said that we should forgive one another. 
That includes you, my friend. It's right there in the prayer I gave to 
all of you: 'Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.' I feel your pain but you are on the hook to forgive the people of 
the church. The people who hurt us are usually the ones we know 
the best." 

Boudreaux: "The church is unfriendly. Nobody talks to me,            
and there's just a few people who run everything. I don't fit in      
anywhere." 

Jesus: "The Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 

Boudreaux: "The worship is so boring and the sermons so long." 

Jesus: "Sounds like a personal problem to me. After all, how can 
you be bored? You come to church to worship a crucified God. 
Where did you get the idea that worship is supposed to be relaxing 
and fun? Worship should involve some pain and discomfort when 
the truth exposes some of our worst prejudices, bad religious ideas, 
and unfaithfulness to the gospel. Think of it as an exercise class 
where you are going to stretch muscles that you have allowed to 
atrophy. Imagine the pastor saying, ‘Today we do aerobics, by 
which he means critical theological reflection.”  

Boudreaux: “All the church talks about is money.” 

 

Jesus: “Do I need to remind you that I talked about money,       
Mammon, wealth, and riches more than I talked about being born 
again?” I am surprised that your biblical memory is so distorted. 
Remember I said, ‘You cannot serve God and money’?” Besides, 
you brought up money and you obsess about money all the time. 
Why in the world wouldn’t the church engage in serious reflection 
about how we make, save, spend, and invest our money? You are 
being a little nitpicky.”  

Boudreaux: “OK, OK! I get it. Here’s the deal Lord! I just don’t like 
getting up on Sunday morning and going to church. There’s so 
many other ways to spend a Sunday morning.” Jesus: “I don’t mean 
to be melodramatic, but that Friday I spent hanging from a cross 
was not the best day of my life. I did that for you and the entire 
world.” 

Boudreaux: “I don’t mean to be disrespectful or ungrateful, but I 
think I’m going to quit the church. I’m just tired of it all.”  

Jesus: “I think you are confusing the ‘Church’ with the fallible, frail, 
failing people who populate her pews. Those people are the Church 
but not all of the Church. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are there 
every Sunday along with the angels in festal garb, and all the saints 
of all the ages are hovering along the walls belting out the songs 
that you sing with such timidity and undue dignity. Look, I am the 
Church and I give her the power and the glory. When the church 
members are unkind, I am kind. When church members hurt your 
feelings, I bind your wounds. When they are irritable, uncharitable, 
mean, difficult, stubborn, and snooty, I am loyal, steadfast, truthful, 
gracious, and merciful. Quitting the church is walking out on me. 
Look, you have been baptized. You belong to me. We have a     
contract, and you need to think long and hard before you walk away 
from me. I love you, and I will always be there for you. Quit  
the church? Are you kidding me? Is that really your intention,  
Boudreaux?” 

Boudreaux awakened in a sweat. The room was quiet and cool, but 
the window was open. He would later swear that the window had 
not been opened since the house was built. He got up, dressed, 
threw down two cups of strong, mean coffee and went straight to the 
church. What else can a person do when Jesus makes a late night 
house call and issues a personal invitation?  

GOING TO CHURCH? 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 



CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
Saturday, December 24th, 7:00 p.m. 

Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

“I LOVE THE CHRISTMAS STORY” 
Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, Luke 2:1-20 

& 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
Sunday, December 25, 2016 

Rev. Jim Middelton 

   “THE INNKEEPER SPEAKS OUT” 
Luke 2: 1-20  

 
From time to time in my years of ministry, I have written sermons 
using my imagination in allowing Biblical characters to speak for 
themselves. On Christmas Sunday, I will allow the innkeeper of 
Bethlehem to explain his actions on that night of nights. 
 

Music:  Christmas Carol singing, led by Chancel Choir 

Note:  A change has been made—coffee and refreshments will be 
served in Fellowship Hall after the service.  There will be no     
children’s Sunday school, but a nursery will be provided during the 
service. 

Welcome Center:  Dave Stroemer, Phil McAlearney 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP   

January 1, 2017 
Rev. Jim Middleton 

“HAPPY NEW YEAR!"  
John 15: 7-11  

On the first day of 2017, I want to wish you happiness. You are 
entitled to it. Don't take my word for it. Listen to Jesus: "I have said 
these things to you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete." That is the wish of Jesus for you on New 
Year's Day. We will look at some questions about this thing we 
call joy. First: What is this joy? Second: What right do we have to 
this joy?  Third: Is joy appropriate in our kind of world? 
Fourth:  Can joy be compatible with pain?  

Music:  “ I Have Seen the Light”—Men's Choir 

Welcome Center:  Karen Vickerman 

 

Note:  Dr. Kennedy will be on vacation December 25, 2016 
through January 10, 2017.  For pastoral care in his absence, 
please contact the church office (309-682-5491).  Messages 
will be checked daily when the office is closed for the holidays. 

CONDOLENCES 
 

We extend our sympathy to: 
 

Don and Zene Baker on the death of Don’s brother, Robert 
on December 10th  Visitation was on Wednesday, December 
14th. A memorial mass was held on Thursday, December 15th.  
 

Paul & Nancy Phillips and family on the death of his mother, 
Gertie Phillips. 
 

Tim  & Sheri Heth and family on the death of his brother,   
Kip Heth of Missouri. 

KING CAKE ANYONE? 
By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

 

A King Cake is part of the celebration of Epiphany. In South 
Louisiana, groups often celebrate with a king cake every week. 
Since there is baby hidden in the circular cake, the person who 
gets the baby has to buy the king cake for the next week. On 
Sunday, January 8, you are invited to celebrate Epiphany with 
us at FBC Peoria. Worship begins at 10:00 a.m. with the     
prelude, and after worship we will share King Cake. It is a 
brightly colored, tasty Mardi Gras desert. Join us for the Peoria 
version of Mardi Gras sans floats, costumes and beads, but 
plenty of king cake.  

The King Cake is synonymous with Mardi Gras tradition in New 
Orleans. Starting on Epiphany on January 6, residents begin 
holding parties especially dedicated to King Cake. King Cake 
parties bring families and community members together to  
celebrate the joyous season of Mardi Gras, with its celebratory 
krewe parades and festivals. In fact, many in New Orleans take 
more pride in the Mardi Gras King Cake tradition than the    
parades. The dessert’s ability to engage friends and family in 
the “search for the baby,” the small figurine located inside the 
cake, is a fun way for residents of New Orleans to celebrate 
their Christian faith. 

The dessert’s significance to the city was evident in the first 
Mardi Gras season after Hurricane Katrina in 2006. Thousands 
and thousands of King Cake orders flooded bakeries both   
inside and outside of Louisiana. This showed that in a time of 
great need, the people of New Orleans felt security and safety 
in being able to gather around King Cakes after the disastrous 
storm. King Cake demand after Hurricane Katrina thus provided 
another example of how significant the dessert’s tradition is 
both inside and outside of the region. 

THANK YOU 
A huge thank you to everyone who donated time, food and  
musical talent to make our first Christmas Carol Concert such 
a great success! Thank you especially to the Exercise Group, 
who coordinated the delicious meal, and to Rev. Middleton for 
his inspiring Christmas story.  We are blessed beyond meas-
ure to be part of such a loving and supportive church. 
      —Higher Ground  



January 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 FOOD DONATIONS 

 
 
COMMUNION SUN. 
 9AM Music Rehrsl. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 
          Time 

2 

 
 

3 

 8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
 

4 

 
7:00PM Spanish 
              GED Class  

5 

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 

6 

 
 
 
 

7 

 
8AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

8 

 
 9AM Music Rehrsl. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 
Time w/King Cakes. 

9 

 
10AM MUGS 
(Knoxville 
Panera’s) 

10 

 8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
10AM MUGS  
          (parlor) 
6:30PM Board  
             Meetings 
7:30PM Dartball 
          

11 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
5:45PM Bell Reh. 
6:30PM Choir Reh. 
7:00PM Spanish  
             GED Class  

12 

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
4:30PM FRUT  
             Mtg. 

13 

6:30PM  
Gourmet 
Group 
(Lariat Club) 

14 

 
10AM ABW 
Brunch 

15 

 
 9AM Music Rehrsl. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 
          Time 
11:15AM Exec. Mtg 

16 

 
10AM MUGS 
(Knoxville 
Panera’s) 

17 

 
 8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 

18 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
5:45PM Bell Reh. 
6:30PM Choir Reh. 
7:00PM Spanish  
             GED Class  

19 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise (chapel) 
10:30AM Class: 
*Faith & Doubt in 
South Southern 
Lit. (Dr. Kennedy) 

20 21 

22 

 
 9AM Music Rehrsl. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 
          Time 

23 

 
10AM MUGS 
(Knoxville 
Panera’s) 

24 

 
 8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
 7:30PM Dartball 
         (Fellowship 
Hall) 

25 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
5:45PM Bell Reh. 
6:30PM Choir Reh. 
7:00PM Spanish  
             GED Class  

26 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise (chapel) 
10:30AM Class: 
*Faith & Doubt in 
South South’rn 
Lit. (Dr. Kennedy) 

27 

6:30PM  
Dining Out 
Group (Obed 
& Isaac’s) 

28 

29 

 9AM Music Rehrsl. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Annual Mtg. 
          & Luncheon 

30 

 
10AM MUGS 
(Knoxville 
Panera’s) 

31 

 
 8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 

    

*More information on this class will be provided in the January 3, 2017 

newsletter. 

FBC Youth Lock-in 
7PM, 1/6—7AM, 1/7 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Bob Trotter Ruth Turner Cindy Courtney 

Happy Dean Barb Twist Carl Schmid-

tRose Kimpling Pam Orrill Marvin 

OlsonJay McGee   Ruth Turner               Alyssa Russell 

Wally Weber Carol Conover  Jim Collins 

Rosemary Walk Dorothy Cumming June Fredell  

Jim Russell  

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 

Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 
 

    

    HEALTH TIPS:  
 BEYOND YOUR HEART 
              (Mayo Clinic Health Letter, October 2016) 

 
Complications of high blood pressure are most commonly linked to      
problems with the heart and blood vessels.  But there is a growing       
recognition that high blood pressure might have other effects as well. 

For example, high blood pressure is associated with reduced blood flow in 
the brain, altered brain structure and dementia.  People with high blood 
pressure are also more likely to experience faster decline in physical   
function than are those who have normal blood pressure, and may be       
at greater long-term risk of bone density loss.  These conditions are all 
intertwined, likely contributing to and exacerbating each other. 

One in three Americans have hypertension, and another third have higher 
than normal blood pressure.  Understanding high blood pressure—what it 
means, what puts you at risk of the condition, and the range of treatment 
options available—is critical to protecting your long-term health. 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse (Ph: 309-691-2054) 

CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY 

HOURS 
 

The church office will be closed on Friday, Dec. 23rd, 
Monday, Dec. 26th, and Tuesday, December 27th, in 
observance of the Christmas Holiday.  Normal office 
hours will resume on Wednesday, Dec. 28th. 


