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“Thanksgiving We Barely Knew You! ”  
By:  The Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  

Stuffed in between Halloween with its ghosts, goblins, zombies and Trick-or-Treat and Christmas, you get rolled up and left on the 
side of the interstate like roadkill. If you were in a holiday basketball tournament, you would be one and done. By the Friday after 
Thanksgiving, the turkey has been made into gumbo, the Christmas tree is shining brightly, and Christmas has elbowed you out of the 
lane, the malls, the homes, and sent you packing. Thanksgiving, for I didn’t much notice because after all, you are not a holy day in 
the Christian calendar. You are the middle child of the early winter holidays.  

 But this year I have an odd idea. Thanksgiving, I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, set you partially 
free from the American civil religion, and I anoint you as the Christian Prequel to Advent, and extend your contract to hang around 
longer. That’s right: Thanksgiving Advent. I think Jesus would like Thanksgiving. After all, he’s the one who taught us not to worry 
about what we eat, drink or wear, and Thanksgiving is the one holiday that the market hasn’t figured out how to exploit yet. It’s a   
simple day with simple pleasures, a meal around the table with family.  

Let us fill our Advent with some leftover Thanksgiving thanks and praise. A wonderful preacher once said, “You can do a lot of living 
on the leftovers.”   

The ancient Hebrews’ unique idea was that the world around us, created by God, is essentially good and that its obvious abundance, 
the fertility of the earth, rain, sun, trees and flowers, the amazing creatures—cattle and sheep, lions, mountain goats on the hills,    
eagles soaring—all of it is a sign of God’s goodness and providence. When you look at the world, the Bible says, you see something 
of God. Faith begins with an awareness of God’s good and beautiful creation and one’s place in it. And the human response to all of 
that is first awe and, second, gratitude. GOD IS GOOD! LIFE IS A GIFT! CREATION IS GOD’S GOOD GIFT! THIS IS BEGINNING 
THEOLOGY. GET THIS RIGHT AND YOU ARE ON THE ROAD TO LIVING WELL.  

C. S. Lewis once famously observed that the healthiest people he knew were the grateful ones, the ones always thanking. “Praise,” 
he said, “is almost inner health made audible” (C. S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms). Living with the open hands of gratitude makes 
for wholesome, holy living in contrast to the people with closed hands made into fists of anger and violence. 

At a Wednesday night prayer meeting, a church member, moved by the Spirit, thanked God for life and added, “We be thanking you 
Jesus!” Then out poured an entire litany of thanks and praise each punctuated by “We be thanking you Jesus!” For a moment, I    
confess that I was only thinking about the grammatical construction of the repeated chorus of “We be thanking you Jesus,” but then 
the same Spirit that captured the man praying also invaded my heart and left me repeating “We be thanking you Jesus!”  

I know that I dwell in the Land of Arguments in the midst of a contentious bunch of theologians, but there are days when I have to 
pack my Bible and enter the Land of Praise: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below; praise 
him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 

More than ever I am convinced that Isaiah’s vision has to be the church’s vision: “Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 

 (continued on next page, column 2) 



SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP   

December 11, 2016 

   “CONFIDENCE RENEWED” 

Matthew 11:1-11, Isaiah 35:1-10,  
 

Confidence can be a fragile gift. Confidence is a come-and-go 
affair. John the Baptist is in jail, and he has heard some gossip 
about Jesus and it has cost him his confidence.  Isn’t it amazing 
how fragile confidence can be?  A few words, a bit of gossip, one 
bad review, and people can fall apart. 
 

Music:  “Ding Dong Merrily on High”—Chancel Bells 
“You’re Here”—Leigh Grizzard 

“Christ, Be Our Light”—Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Gay Barton, Jean Currie 

 
 

December 18, 2016 

“THE FAMILY TREE”  

Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Matthew 1:1-25 

The Christmas story from Matthew, the first one that appears in 
our New Testament, doesn’t begin in a barnyard in Bethlehem.  
Before the birth of Jesus, Matthew takes us through the family 
cemetery.  From the cemetery to the cradle — the opposite of our 
usual cradle to the grave.  In the movie, Red 2, the villain says, “I 
bet you didn’t see that one coming!”  Keep that in mind when we 
tour the family cemetery of Jesus. 

Music:   
A Celebration of Christmas Featuring:  

the Chancel Choir,  the Youth Band and selected soloists. 

Welcome Center:  Janet Middleton 

 
 
 
 
 

We ask you to contribute to RMMO as an acknowledgment that those who have served are sometimes in need of emergency     
assistance.  Our goal is $2,500.   
 

"The Lord's church needs to engage with men and women who have served God.  They deserve our respect and special care 
in this stage of their lives."—Rev. Carmen Cecilia Adames 
 

"I tell people how important it is for them to help those pastors who are retired to maintain a good life.  This is a way they can 
say thank you to all the pastors and their families for the sacrifices they made while they were pastoring and doing God's work 
of saving souls."—Rev. Dr. Laura B. Sinclair 

 

Please make a generous contribution to help those who have served American Baptist Churches and the missionary field. 
 

Phil McAlearney, RMMO Coordinator 

Thanksgiving, We Barely Knew You 
(continued from front page) 

God has a clear agenda: that we might live to the praise of his 
glory. That’s the agenda. That’s the goal of our lives. Please, 
dear God, make us more like the poets, like Mary Oliver      
exclaiming: 

 “I go out to the dunes and look and look and look into the  
faces of the flowers...Such gifts, bestowed can’t be rejected. If 
you want to talk about this come to visit. I live in the house 
near the corner, which I have named Gratitude.”. (“The Place I 
Want to Get Back To,” Thirst: Poems by Mary Oliver, p. 35) 

So let’s see if we can make a promise to keep Thanksgiving in 
our hearts all the time. Then at any moment, we might, like the 
old Pilgrim known for bellowing out “The Old One Hundredth,” 
burst out in a phrase or sentence of praise. When someone 
makes a negative statement, offer a word of praise. When 
someone makes a sarcastic remark. let there be a response of 
praise. When someone offers up gossip, give praise to that 
person instead.  

ABW December Circles 

Circle of Friends will meet on Tuesday, December 20th, at 
12:30 p.m., in Fellowship Hall.  The program will be Soup and 
Song. 
 
Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 
20th, at 7:00 p.m., at the home of Arla Klimko, 3325 West    
Capitol Drive, Peoria.  There will be no book reviewed in      
December.  The program will be Cookies and Conversation.  

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS 

 

The church office will be closed on Friday, Dec. 23rd, Monday, 
Dec. 26th, and Tuesday, December 27th, in observance of the 
Christmas Holiday.  Normal office hours will resume on 
Wednesday, Dec. 28th. 



 CHRISTMAS TREE LANE 

Each year Peoria Friendship House of Christian Service      

sponsors “Christmas Tree Lane,” where families        

can come and pick out gifts for their loved ones.    

Please donate toys, games, pajamas/slippers, winter 

coats, boots, gloves/mittens, clothing, toiletries, small          

appliances, small electronics, DVD’s, etc. Cash dona-

tions are also welcome. Please bring your donations to 

church by  Sunday, December 11th  and leave them in  

the Warm Room. 

THE GIVING TREE 

The “Giving Tree” will be in the Warm Room with the 

names of homeless children and their Christmas lists.  

Beginning Sunday, December 4
th
, you will be able to 

pick a name or names from the tree in the warm room 

and purchase gifts.  Please return your gifts WRAPPED 

AND WITH NAME TAG ATTACHED to the 

church and place it/them under the tree.  Please have 

the gifts at the church by  Tuesday, December 20th. 

RMMO 

Through your gifts to the Retired Ministers and        

Missionaries  Offering, American Baptist churches can 

share in an act of grace that reminds the minsters,     

missionaries and widowed spouses who served so faith-

fully that they are remembered with love and gratitude.  

The offering will be taken on Sunday, December 11th. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT  

To make sure that 2017 gets off to a good start, we need 

to finish 2016 on a positive note. At the end of October, 

we were about $30,000 behind budget. To help elimi-

nate this deficit, I am asking you to put First Baptist 

Church on your Christmas gift list.  Between now and 

December 17, please give a Christmas gift to your 

church.  

    — Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

 

PRIME TIMERS’ CHRISTMAS  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 @ 11:30A.M. 

FBC Prime Timers will gather at Lutheran Hillside 

Village, 6901 N. Galena Road.  Lunch will be ordered 

from the menu.  Cash-only payment.  Please bring an        

unwrapped toy for a child under 12 years of age for 

donation to Friendship House.  For reservations, call 

the church office, 682-5491.  The reservation deadline 

is Friday, December  2, 2016. 

ABW CHRISTMAS BRUNCH 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 10:00 A.M. 

Join us for a Christmas Musical Program with singer 

Cathy Reynolds.  We will collect "Baby Jesus" gifts for 

Friendship House (unwrapped), and will take a Love 

Gift collection.  Devotion by Karen Dainty.  For      

reservations, please call Carolyn Ihnken at 685-1388 or 

e-mail her at csimk@comcast.net 

FRIENDSHIP GROUP CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 @ 6:00 P.M. 

The Friendship Group will celebrate at the Klimkos’, 

3325 W. Capitol Dr., Peoria.  Please bring a white  

elephant gift (one gift per person).  RSVP to Arla at 

691 - 7106 or e - mail to okmilk@comcast.net. 

CAROL CONCERT 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 @ 5:30 P.M.* 

All are invited to a special evening of Christmas music, 

featuring Higher Ground, and solos and ensembles   

by church musicians, along with readings and a    

Christmas Meditation by Rev. Jim Middleton.  A     

dinner, provided by the FBC exercise class, will be 

served at 5:30 p.m.* in Fellowship Hall, and the     

concert will begin at 6:15 p.m.* Don't miss this one-of-

a-kind holiday event!   

 

*=Time has changed from previous  

Publications/announcements.  

2016 Holiday  Giving & Fellowship 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Bob Trotter Ruth Turner Cindy Courtney 
Happy Dean Barb Twist Leland Wake 
Carl Schmidt Rose Kimpling Pam Orrill 
Marvin Olson Jay McGee            Opal Turner  
Alyssa Russell  Wally Weber Carol Conover 
Rosemary Walk Dorothy Cumming June Fredell  
Jim Collins Barb Petroski Bob Trotter  

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 

CHRISTMAS EVE/DAY SERVICES 
 

Christmas Eve Service in the Sanctuary 

Saturday, Dec. 24th, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day Service* - with carols, scripture and  
 a Christmas message from Rev. Jim Middleton 

Sunday, Dec. 25th, 10:00 a.m. 
 

*No children’s Sunday school, but a nursery will be 
provided during the service.  No Fellowship time after 
worship. 

THANK-YOU NOTES 
 

A very grateful thank you to everyone who contributed to Stuff-A-Bus this 
year!  Friendship House received a great amount of food to help replenish 
its pantry and provide those in need with nutrition throughout the year.   
 

We have been a great supporter of this important effort for several 
years.  Thank you for your faithful generosity!  
  
                      —Sally Johnson Tiessen, Stuff-A-Bus Coordinator 
 
 

 
We want to thank all who were involved in making our 50th wedding    
anniversary reception on November 27th such a success—Carolyn Ihnken 
and her crew of Joan & Bob Trotter, Joan Criswell, Mary McAlearney, 
Bonnie Connett, Gay Barton, Louise Heimann, Jean Brown, Karen    
Stroemer and Jim Russell.  Many of them worked both Saturday and  
Sunday getting things ready.  Thanks also to our church custodian,   
Christina Hite; Mark Grizzard for the music; and Reverend Middleton for 
his wonderful prayer.  We appreciated receiving all your cards, clippings 
and well-wishes. 
    —Tom & Carol Maulding 


