
First Baptist Church of Peoria 

FIRST BAPTIST NEWS 
JANUARY 31, 2017 

Contact us: 

First Baptist Church of  Peoria 
411 West Lake Avenue 
Peoria, IL  61614-6093 
Phone:  (309) 682-5491  

Fax: (309) 682-5450      
E-mail: fbcpeo@mtco.com  

Website: www.fbcpeoria.org 

 
Dr. Rodney Kennedy, Interim Pastor  (309) 682-5491 rwkennedy13@icloud.com 
Mark Grizzard, Music Dir./Youth. Ldr. (309) 310-9927 markg@mtco.com 
Dr. Joshua Russell, Organist  (319) 400-8920 joshua@joshuarussellpianist.com 
Leigh Wiedelman, Bell Choir Director  (309) 682-5491 leigh.wiedelman@gmail.com 
Judy Tellier, Administrative Assistant  (309) 682-5491 judyt@mtco.com       
Lorey Schlehuber, Financial Secretary (309) 682-5491 loreys@mtco.com  
Sandy Johansen, Church Secretary           (309) 682-5491 fbcpeo@mtco.com 

The very mention of economics in a church newsletter sends some into an emotional frenzy. People say that this has nothing to do with 
religion. Well, I hope to abuse you of this notion. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus clearly, plainly, honestly says: “You can’t serve God 
and money.” And yet who can deny that Money is the primary God of America? Sure we say we are Christian, but we are more like the 
Christians in the Epistle of James:  

James 4:14-17 says: “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a year there, doing 
business and making money.’ Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a 
little while and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.’  As it is, you boast in your   
arrogance; all such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, commits sin. Come now, you rich   
people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to you.” James 5:2-5 continues with: “Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are 
moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid 
up treasure for the last days. Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the 
cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened 
your hearts in a day of slaughter.” 

Look, you can believe that your economic theory, how you use your money, has nothing to do with religion, but St. Paul, in Colossians 
says bluntly that greed is idolatry. And that violates the First Commandment: “You shall have no other gods before me.” You can’t get 
more religious than that.  

President Franklin Roosevelt, in his second inaugural address said, “We have always known that heedless self-interest was bad morals. 
We know now that it is bad economics.” During the economic disaster of 2008 Alan Greenspan said that self-interest was not sufficient to 
curb the excesses inherent in a market-based economy. Someone needs to watch the store to prevent shoplifters from running wild. The 
year 1929, of course, ushered in the Great Depression. 2008 was a warning shot across the bow that immoral economic policy could lead 
to another Great Depression. And that is a religious matter.  

As in the 1920’s we have a cadre of business and political leaders who believe in the Market God. Their Lord and Savior is the Market 
God, an unregulated, unrestrained, government-free market; and their gospel is the misnomer “Social Darwinism.” In truth, few if any   
doctrines have ever been further from being “social.” What we are being asked to swallow whole is the application of a brutal survival-of-
the-fittest doctrine of economics that will enrich the fat cats and further sink everyone else into poverty. “Only the strong survive.” in       
economic terminology becomes “Only the rich survive.” You can embrace this antisocial Darwinism that promises to eventually allow a few 
drops to make it to the poor, but as for me and my house, we are going with “let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.” 

As to the wailing that economics has nothing to do with religion, I can only remind you of the words of the prophet Amos as he warned 
people to beware of falling prey to the Market God. The words of the prophet Amos will rise against you in that day: “Hear this, you that 
trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, says the Lord, I will make the sun go down at noon, and darken the earth in 
broad daylight. I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all loins, and baldness on 
every head; I will make it like the mourning for an only son, and the end of it like a bitter day.” 

(continued on next page, column 2) 

ECONOMICS IS A RELIGIOUS ISSUE . . . .   
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 



WORSHIP SERVICES 
10 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ■ 11 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 

February 19, 2017,  Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

“HIGHER LITERALISM ” 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18; Matthew 6:38-48 

Rhetorical Strategy: The title of this sermon, “Higher Literalism,”     
is more than a title.  It is a speech act.  It is a description of the    
rhetorical strategy.  In other words, this is how a liberal preacher 
takes the Gospel seriously.  Let’s out-literal the literalists.  After all, 
literalists prefer obscure texts, fringe texts, texts ripped from cultural, 
social, and theological context and carved in stone to oppress  
women and others.  Born in the swamp of literalism and nurtured 
from the springs of higher criticism, here is a text that does “higher 
literalism.”   

After all, literalism is in the mind of the literalist.  As a boy, I          
was a member of the Royal Ambassadors of the Antioch                   
Baptist Church.  Our church was a breeding ground for biblical               
literalism.  So here’s what our adult counselor told us in Royal     
Ambassador classes on Wednesday nights: “Now boys, when Jesus 
says turn the other cheek, here’s what that means.  When you are 
about to be in a fistfight, as you will be, always let the other boy hit 
you first.  Then you get up and stomp him in the ground.”  So I grew 
up with the vision of the Bible in my right hand and a good left jab 
waiting in the wings.   

Music: "The Lion and the Lamb" —Karen Pilgrim and Praise Band 

Welcome Center:  Dave Stroemer 
 
 

February 26, 2017, last Sunday after the Epiphany 

“THE GRAND ENCOURAGER”  
Matthew 17:1-9 

The story of the transfiguration baffles and humbles my mind. I tell 
you this because I want you to just pay attention and notice what 
happens!   

Jesus was transfigured and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white.  I don’t know if it’s fact, metaphor, or 
myth.  There appeared to him Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him.  Now, we can read this story literally as historical fact.  That 
makes the story a supernatural miracle that we will then believe or 
not believe.  We can also read the story as a metaphor designed to 
teach the disciples that Jesus is the Son of God.  Maybe this will 
surprise you, but I think there is a danger in reading it either of those 
ways.  You can block the message at the point of saying, “I believe 
this is true,” or “I don’t believe this actually happened.”  It is like we 
start on a trip from Dayton to San Francisco, but we stop in Omaha, 
Nebraska and never finish our trip. 

Here’s the deal: I think the story of the transfiguration matters, not 
because it gives you ammunition for particular beliefs, but because 
it passes out massive portions of encouragement. 

Music:  "Because He Lives"—Higher Ground  
and a Chancel Bells Performance 

Welcome Center:  Jean Currie 

ECONOMICS IS…(CONTINUED) 

If we think the Market is God, then we have sold our souls 
for thirty pieces of silver. The Church has become the   
Judas she once condemned to suicide and hell. There is 
no reason to mince words here: The so-called “Prosperity 
Gospel” is the Judas of our time. The only difference is the 
first Judas only got 30 pieces of silver, and the present 
preachers of the prosperity gospel are rolling in millions of 
tax-free dollars. How ironic that the churches are leading 
the way to the worship of the god of Mammon/Money. If we 
believe that a market left alone will benefit everyone, then 
we have forgotten the lessons of the Great Depression and 
we act as if the crash of 2008 never happened. As Alan 
Greenspan testified after the 2008 crash, “Those who 
looked to the self-interest of lending institutions to protect 
shareholder’s equity (myself especially) are in a state of 
shocked disbelief.” Greenspan learned that self-interest is 
not sufficient to curb the excesses inherent in a market-
based economy. Greed turns self-interest into her      
strongest ally. “Someone needs to watch the store to    
prevent the shoplifters from running wild.”  

If you are still trying to cling to the notion that economics 
has nothing to do with religion, then take a look at how big 
corporations operate. For example, Wells Fargo was able 
to cheat her customers out of millions of dollars because 
managers were tipped off when the regulators and        
inspectors were coming. See Commandment 8 of the 10 
Commandments: “You shall not steal.”  

And yet here we are once again bowing to the Market God, 
the god of wealth and affluence and riches. “Don’t kill the 
goose that lays the golden eggs.” say the Market God 
priests and priestesses. When the rich have taken almost 
everything and there is nothing left to take, the geese     
will get obese, stop laying eggs, and develop coronary 
problems. A winner-take-all economy is a loser. As the 
winners take more and more, more and more people have 
to be losers. I call this the casino principle. Ultimately, the 
house wins. Gamble as much as you like, but in the end 
you merely join the pool of losers. America has gambled 
her future on the casino principle. Roll the dice and hope 
for the best. Play craps and hope the whole thing doesn’t 
turn to crap. If the winners win completely, nothing remains 
to be won, and everyone becomes a loser.  

What we can do is have corporations that are responsive 
to human need and ethically responsible. Not all the apples 
in the corporate barrel are cheats, liars, and con artists. 
There are ethically and morally responsible companies, 
and many of them are banks. Yet the overall perspective in 
America is that greed has won and that it is open season 
on getting as much as possible without getting caught. And 
if you get caught, pay the fine and do a better job of hiding 
your thievery. We can’t say we believe in God and practice 
stealing from others.   



  HEALTH TIPS: HANDLING 
    A MEDICAL EMERGENCY 

We are pleased that the two CPR/AED classes at FBC had 29    
members attending.  Here are some tips to help you handle medical 
emergencies, as listed in the Mayo Clinic 50 Head-to-Toe Health 
Tips: 

 Keep the numbers of emergency services—your doctor, fire  
department and police—next to the phone.  Take the time to 
learn basic CPR.  If your area is served by 911, call that first. 

 Stay calm. Speak slowly and clearly when describing the       
incident. 

 Be exact about your location—give your name, phone  number, 
address, apartment number, city and directions, including     
landmarks or cross-streets. 

 Describe the help you need.  Is it medical, police or fire          
assistance? 

 Give details about the victim’s condition:  Is the person bleeding 
severely?  Choking?  Unconscious?  How long ago did the inci-
dent occur? 

 Describe the first aid:  If someone else is present and giving first 
aid, what kind is it—CPR or other emergency care? 

 Describe the victim’s location:  downstairs, upstairs, what room 
they are in. 

 Listen carefully.  Write down the instructions (if possible).  Ask 
the dispatcher to repeat the information. 

 Don’t hang up too soon; wait until the dispatcher tells you to 
hang up. 

 Make sure your house number is clearly visible; if it’s dark, turn 
on a light outdoors to show your house number. 

Lurene Ladd,  
Parish Nurse (Ph: 309-691-2054) 

SAVE THE DATE 

First Baptist Church Peoria will host a creationism/
evolution conference on Saturday, March 4th,  at 1:00 
p.m. and  Sunday, March 5th, at 11:15 a.m.  There is a 
$10 registration fee for the Saturday presentation. 

Perhaps some may think that evangelical Christian beliefs 
in a literal Bible, an actual Garden of Eden, and a literal six
-day creation are the only Christian beliefs. Actually,  
Christians hold various beliefs about creation, and this  
conference will offer some of those alternatives.  

Our guest presenters will be Dr. Susan 
L. Trollinger and Dr. William Vance 
Trollinger, Jr., professors at the      
University of Dayton. Their new book, 
Righting America at the Creation    
Museum, will be available for purchase 
at the conference. 

ABW CIRCLES 
 

Circle of Friends will meet on Tuesday, February 21st, at 12:30 p.m. 
in the church parlor.  The program will be a Friendship House Report. 

Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 21st, at 
7:00 p.m., at the home of Mary Lou Russell, 11723 W. Strathmoore 
Ct., Peoria.  The book to be reviewed is The Lake House, by Kate 
Morton. 

DINING OUT GROUP 
The Dining Out Group will be going to Weaver Ridge at 6:30p.m. on  
Friday, February 24th. The address is 5100 North Weaverridge Blvd, 
Peoria.  Please let John or Jen Dusek know if you will be attending. 
Jen's number is 309-231-6389. Thank you and Have a Blessed 
Month!!  
    —Jennifer Dusek 

 

 

 

On March 19th, we will be receiving the America For 
Christ Offering. This offering is intended to support 
American Baptist mission and ministry across the United 
States and Puerto Rico.  
 
This year’s theme is “Cultivating Leaders,  Equipping  
Disciples, Healing  Communities.” It is based on the   
passage from Luke 4:18-19 (NRSV): “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim    
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.”   
 
Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, Executive Director, American      
Baptist Home Mission Society, has written that our theme 
“inspires and encourages us to partner with American 
Baptist Churches USA in answering God’s call to live    
out the Christian faith in transforming individuals,        
congregations and communities; to develop networks and 
programs committed to nurturing Christ-centered leaders; 
and to promote witness and evangelism as well as     
discipleship and social justice.” The Mission Board hopes 
that you will choose to be a part of this vital mission by 
giving generously to the America For Christ offering on 
March 19. 
 
Janet Middleton 
Mission Coordinator 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 

Ruth Turner Happy Dean Pam Orrill 

Barb Twist Rose Kimpling  Carol Conover  

Marvin Olson Jay McGee    Alyssa Russell  

Wally Weber  Rosemary Walk  Dorothy Cumming  

Jacquelyn Kellogg 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 

Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 

THANK YOUS 
 

Thank you for the prayers, cards and calls during my brother’s illness.  
I lost my brother, Don, in late January.   
     —Joan Trotter 
 
I was very surprised by the recognition I received at the annual meet-
ing and the words of appreciation.  It left me speechless.  I do love the 
plaque (shown below) of the “Last Supper” — perfect. 

I am glad I can serve as a Parish Nurse.  I am thankful for the friend-
ships I have made and hearing so many members’ journeys of faith.  
We are blessed by a wonderful congregation. 

         Most Sincerely, 
         Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse 
 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
 

Church Women United will participate in World Day of 

Prayer.  Please join us at Salem Lutheran Church, 1700 

W. War Memorial Drive, Peoria, at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, 

March 3rd,  All are welcome. 


