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“FIRST BAPTIST PEORIA, ENGAGING MINDS AND HEARTS”  
By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

The First Baptist Church of Peoria has a brand new expression of who we are and what you can expect when you come to FBCP. Our 
marketing committee and interim pastor are glad to present our new message to you:  

ENGAGING MINDS AND HEARTS  

There are clear Biblical reasons for combining minds and hearts. Jesus clearly says that the first and greatest commandment is "You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength." The church often  
concentrates on the heart and the soul. The mind not so much. Mark A. Noll, in The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind, says the problem is 
that there is not much of an evangelical mind. This negative  attitude toward scholarship, science, critical study of the Bible goes back at 
least to the late 19th century, and still today we have churches attempting to confront a secular culture with 19th century theological claims. 
Rather than choose between heart and mind, we prefer to minister to the total person: loving God and one another with all our hearts, all 
our souls, and with our minds, and with all our strength." Therefore, at FBC Peoria we will be engaging minds and hearts.   

In Mark 5:15, when Jesus casts demons from a man, we are told the witnesses "saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right 
mind." Being in one's right mind means freedom from the demonic powers that would rule our lives in a secular culture. In the other Mark 
account, Simon Peter attempts to stop Jesus from going to the cross. Jesus cuts him off with harsh words: "Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."• The temptation to set our mind on human things and pretend they 
are divine things is with us still. For example, the church is always imitating the false politics of our secular world as if they are God-
ordained. The life of the mind is critical to helping us discern what is of God and what is of this world.   

The Luke passage (chapter 15) tells the story of the wandering son who wastes his inheritance and ends up in a hog pen rooting for corn 
with the hogs. Jesus says an amazing thing: "When he came to himself." The young man's mind changed there in the hog pen. In other 
words, loving God with our minds means always being ready to repent. The most basic meaning of the religious word repent is to change 
the mind. Old Testament scholar Ellen F. Davis reminds us that we should read Scripture "with openness to repentance." She points to 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer's phrase that we tend to read the Bible "for ourselves," that is in order to maintain our self-interest and to make the 
Bible say what we want it to say.   

Loving God with the mind is often threatening to others. Having never really engaged the radical nature of the gospel and having imbibed 
the individualism, moralism, and judgmentalism of too many Baptist churches, some are insulted by the drastic social claims of the gos-
pel. When Jesus first proclaimed the gospel, remember that his own family came to take him home because they thought he was "out of 
his mind." There's always the danger that people will find the life of the mind intimidating and threatening and refuse to believe what they 
hear with their own ears.   

Engaging minds and hearts will be scary but it will never be boring. Engaging minds and hearts will not be easy, but hard. The journey is 
difficult, the questions are tough, and the issues are complex. This will be more of an endurance race than a one hundred meter sprint. 
We will be looking to Jesus and it will require all our strength. Have we ever really noticed that the first and greatest commandment ends 
with loving God "with all your strength"? But as a people called to obey the commandments of Jesus, if we don't love God with all our 
minds, we are a disobedient people and in danger of becoming a "sequestered" community of scared people unwilling to think big 
thoughts, and refusing to see the new light and new wine of the kingdom of God. God calls us to think, to use our critical thinking skills, 
and to use all the available evidence to discern the meaning of God's word and will for our lives.   

This is the journey to which FBC Peoria invites you. We are not asking for disagreement but for engaged minds and hearts.  

The New First Baptist Church of Peoria 
Engaging Minds and Hearts 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SS  

 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME ■ 11:15 AM ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

FEBRUARY 11, 2018, LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

“WE PREACH ” 
  2 Kings 2:1-12  

As Elijah disappears in a whirlwind, Elisha is now on his own.  Our 
story has a prequel: One day, years earlier, Elijah passed by Elisha 
and threw his mantle over him.  Pay attention to this mantle because 
it is everything to everyone ever touched or called.  Let’s suppose 
that one Sunday morning, the prophet Elijah walks past 411 West 
Lake and throws his mantle over our church sign.  After all, we know 
Elijah does time travel because he shows up on the Mount of Trans-
figuration with Moses talking to Jesus about his EXODUS and en-
couraging him.  What could it possibly mean for us?    

Music:  ""Shine On Us"" — Chancel Choir 
            "Outburst of Joy" — Chancel Bells 

Welcome Center:  Jean Brown 

Dr. Kennedy’s Conversations With the Bible will meet at 11:15 in 
the Chapel to discuss the scripture for February 18, shown below.  
 

FEBRUARY 18, 2018, FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

“ONCE UPON A FLOOD ”  
Genesis 7:1-5; Genesis 9:8-17  

What are we to make of the story of a world-wide flood? There are 
two main currents of thought about the flood and we will dive in and 
see where each takes us.  

Music:   "Raise Your Hands" — Chancel Choir  

Welcome Center:  Bonna Zimmerman 

Dr. Kennedy’s Conversations With the Bible will meet in the   
Chapel at 11:15 a.m. to discuss the scripture for February 25,  Mark 
8:31-38. 

PANCAKE TUESDAY DINNER 
5:30 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M., FEBRUARY 13 

 

 
JOIN US FOR GOOD FOOD & FELLOWSHIP  

IN SUPPORT OF OUR YOUTH GROUP. 

ABW FEBRUARY CIRCLES 

Circle of Friends will meet on Tuesday, February 20th, at 12:30 p.m. 
in the church parlor. 
 

Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 20th, at 
7:00 p.m. in the home of Delores Swigart, 2613 N. Linn, Peoria.  The 
book to be reviewed is The Orpheus Clock. 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

Ash Wednesday Worship will be held in the sanctuary of 
FBC Peoria at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 14.  

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter. We  
confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God 
within the community of faith. The form and content of the 
service focuses on the dual themes of sin and death in the 
light of God's redeeming love in Jesus Christ. We will 
have the Imposition of Ashes.  

The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance 
has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship, and 
the  Imposition of Ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and    
experiential way of participating in the call to repentance 
and reconciliation. This practice is the historic focus of 
Ash Wednesday observance and gave the day its name. 
Ushers will distribute small cards or pieces of paper on 
which each person may be invited to write a particular sin 
or hurtful or unjust characteristic. They may then be 
brought forward by the ushers following the sermon and 
placed in a large urn to be burned. 

Holy Communion will be observed.  

You are invited to this solemn and moving experience of 
our human need for God and the reality of the need for  
repentance for all of us.  

FEBRUARY CALENDAR CORRECTIONS 

Heart Warming Hats will meet Monday, February 12th at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Connections Room at First Baptist Church. 

The next Current Issues Class is on February 25th, not the 18th.  For 
more information see the article on the back page of this newsletter. 

Lenten dinner hosting assignments have changed.  See the Lenten 
Season article (next page) for the revised assignments. 

    HEALTH TIPS: Should I or should I 

    not be taking a baby aspirin? 

  
• Aspirin is recommended for anyone with known heart 

disease or at high rate for developing heart disease. 

• The ideal dose of aspirin is not known. 

• We do know that less than 75mg daily is not enough 
and that more than 325mg is too much. 

• Generally, a dose of 81mg daily is recommended. 

• Check with your primary physician for their recommen-
dations. 

(Dr. Darrel Gumm, HeartCare Midwest Cardiologists.) 

 

Lurene Ladd 
Parish Nurse 



THE LENTEN SEASON FEBRUARY 14 - MARCH 31 
First Baptist Church Peoria invites you to a holy season of Lent:  

a period of reflection, repentance, and renewal. 
 

The 2018 Lenten Theme: 
Thinking Theologically Together About God 

 
The Pastor's Lenten Book for 2018:  
Tokens of Trust by Rowan Williams 

 

Lenten Worship 2018: (All Lenten dinners and book study will be in Fellowship Hall) 
 
February 14 Ash Wednesday Service with Communion, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary (see article previous page). 
 
February 21   Mission & Christian Education Boards host dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed by Book Study 1. 
 Theological question: Who can we trust? I believe in God the Father almighty maker of heaven 

and earth. 
 
February 28 The Board of Trustees hosts dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed by Book Study 2. 
 Theological Question: Who is Jesus? And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord Jesus suffered 

and was buried, and the third day he rose again. 
 
March 7   The Friendship Group hosts dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed by Book Study 3. 
  Theological Question: What about the Holy Spirit in our lives? I believe in the Holy Spirit. 
 
March 14    The Social Events Committee hosts dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed by Book Study 4. 
 Theological Question: What's up with the church? And I believe one Catholic and Apostolic 

church. 
 
March 21  The Diaconate Board hosts dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed by Book Study 5.  
  Theological Question: What happens when we die? I look for the resurrection of the dead. 
 
March 25  A Service of Healing and Communion will be held in the Chapel at 11:30 a.m.  
 
March 29   A Maundy Thursday service with Holy Communion will be held in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 

First Baptist News 2018 Distribution Schedule 
 

Below are First Baptist News distribution and submission dates for the balance of 2018. 
 

Submission  Distribution   Submission  Distribution   Submission Distribution  
Deadline Date   Deadline  Date   Deadline  Date           

February 16 February 20  June 8  June 12   September 28 October 2 
March 2 March 6  June 22  June 26   October 12 October 16 
March 16 March 20  July 6  July 10   October 26 October 30 
March 29 April 3   July 20  July 24   November 9 November 13 
April 13 April 17   August 3  August 7   November 23 November 27 
April 27 May 1   August 17 August 21  December 7 December 11 
May 11 May 15   August 31 September 4  December 14 December 18 
May 25 May 29   September 14 September 18 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 

Barb Petroski   Patricia Lang       Rose Kimpling   

Ruth Turner   Pam Orrill       Jim Ashton 

Marvin Olson   Rosemary Walk       Alyssa Russell  

Wally Webber        Dorothy Cumming    Mary Hinch  
Jacquelyn Kellogg      

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Peter (Grandson of Brenda Shay) 

Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 
Charles Baker (brother of Eleanor Shelton & Ellen Woods) 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, February 18th at 3pm, Mark Grizzard's doctoral conducting 
recital at the ISU Center for the Performing Arts (351 South School St. 
Normal).  Mark will be conducting campus ensembles in a variety of 
choral music as part of his progress towards a Doctor of Musical Arts 
degree.  General admission is $10, for students and seniors $6.  All 
are welcome! 

Friday, February 23rd at 6:30 p.m., the Dining Out Group will meet at 
Obed & Isaacs, 321 NE Madison Avenue, Peoria. 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM, GRR Area III Annual 
Meeting, To Know and Be Known — Making our churches known and 
attractive to our communities, at First Baptist Church of Peoria.  

ADULT CURRENT ISSUES CLASS 
 

Homelessness right here in our community will be the 
focus of the February 25th Current Issues Class. Our 
speaker will be Kevin  Nowlan, Director of the Continuum 
of Care program that coordinates housing and services 
funding for homeless families and individuals in Peoria, 
Tazewell, Woodford and Fulton counties. The class will 
meet at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. 

SPRING CLEANING? 

Too early?  When you do tackle that 
annual chore, keep the FBC        
Rummage Sale (May 5th) in mind.  
Bring your gently used, unwanted 
items, in boxes if possible, to the 
church and leave them in room 220.  
No computer monitors or old         
televisions, please.  

ABW BANDAGE 

ROLL 
FEB. 13, 9 AM—2:30 PM 

FBC CRAFT ROOM 
LUNCH PROVIDED 

ALL VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 


