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Part of my Lenten Discipline this year is to speak for religious liberty and the separation of Church and State. Using all media at my 
disposal, I am speaking as often as possible to defend the sacred Baptist principle of religious liberty. 

One of the insidious threats to religious liberty, ironically, is that the more American the American Christian churches become, the less 
religious liberty means to the people populating the churches. Baptists, in particular, have always been gifted when in the minority, but 
have struggled with being a majority since we seem ill-equipped to resist the power that comes with such status. Liberty can then    
become the “freedom to impose on others” all kinds of authority. It can lead small government true believers to insist on a “big         
government” when it comes to issues of human sexuality. In other words, don’t mess with the money, but here is how it is going to be 
when it comes to sex. 

Then there is the subtle change that occurs when churches become more American than Christian. Our sense of being an international 
church diminishes. We are less likely to be interracial, interfaith, interdenominational, and international. 

Stanley Hauerwas once told a group of students, “I assume most of you are here because you think you are Christians, but it is not at 
all clear to me that the Christianity that has made you Christians is Christianity. For example: 

• How many of you worship in a church with an American flag? I am sorry to tell you your salvation is in doubt. 

• How many of you worship in a church in which the Fourth of July is celebrated? I am sorry to tell you your salva-
tion is in doubt. 

• How many of you worship in a church that recognizes Thanksgiving? I am sorry to tell you your salvation is in 
doubt. 

• How many of you worship in a church that celebrates January 1st as the ‘New Year’? I am sorry to tell you your 
salvation is in doubt. 

• How many of you worship in a church that recognizes ‘Mother’s Day’? I am sorry to tell you your salvation is in 
doubt.” 

Hauerwas wants to make us aware of how odd being a Christian makes you. Why? Because we have spent so much time trying to 
make sure that the world thinks we are exactly like them. 

If we are more Christian than American, we will be more likely to embrace our “oddness” as a virtue. We will develop power to resist 
the culture’s claims (and less likely to be “malled” into excessive purchase of commodities). James McClendon claims that we should 
encourage policies of acceptance, freedom, inclusiveness, and cooperation in contrast to the Babel-like drive to unity which has 
marked the great empires and totalitarianisms of our era.   

True religious liberty, like the arms of Jesus stretched out on the cross, extends across the globe to embrace all racial groupings,    
national entities, tribes, clans, families, classes, trade and work groups, religions, cities, countryside, and sexual identities. It is this  
liberty I am sworn to protect. 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 



WORSHIP SERVICES 
10 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ■ 11 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 

April 2, 2017, Fifth Sunday in Lent 

“GOD IS GOOD” 

Mark 4:1-32 

This is a sermon about God and God’s goodness. The church 
should trust the goodness of the Lord! God is good! God is good! 
God is good all the time!   

Mark 4 is about God’s goodness wrapped in first century farming 
practices. Mark 4 opens with the parable of the farmer slinging seed 
all over the place. Mark adds an allegorical interpretation of the  
parable. The interpreter is obsessed with the dirt and the weeds and 
the thorns and the rocks. He gives four times as much attention to 
the bad news as he does the good news. About average. Only one 
verse is given over to the actual theme of the parable: “And these 
are the seeds sown in the good earth: they who hear the word and 
accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold.” 

Music: "How Deep the Father's Love For Us" - Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Bonna Zimmerman 
 

 
April 9, 2017, Palm Sunday 

“A PERFECT STORM ”  
Matthew 21:1-11 

 It’s probably a sign of old age that I watch the Weather Channel 
and often ask, “What do you think about this weather?” as the    
opening line of a conversation.  After all, Randy Travis sings, “As 
long as old men sit and talk about the weather, as long as old   
women sit and talk about old men.”    

In late October, 1991, the weather forecaster alerted her audience 
to a cold front moving along the U.S.-Canada border.  “This        
incoming low-pressure system will create a strong disturbance 
throughout New England.  There’s a large high-pressure system 
building over the Maritime Provinces of southeastern Canada.  As 
the two systems collide it will create what we are calling a 
‘Halloween Nor’easter.’  We also have to keep a close eye on a 
hurricane coming in from the Atlantic packing an unbelievable 
amount of tropical energy into this volatile mix.”  Perhaps you     
already know that I’m talking about the book and movie, “Perfect 
Storm.”  There was a fishing boat, named the Andrea Gail, caught in 
the convergence of all these forces of nature (N. T. Wright).   

Our text is about a perfect storm.  Organized religious power and 
organized political power converged on Jerusalem on Passover 
A.D. 30, and Jesus arrived in the middle of it all—riding on a       
donkey. Additional lectionary reading:  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29. 

Music:  "Palm Sunday Hosanna" - Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Janet Middleton 

 

 

HEALTH TIPS:   

DEHYDRATION-HEART ATTACKS 

A cardiologist (Mayo Clinic) has determined that heart    

attacks can be triggered by dehydration.  Because we do 

not replenish fluids while we sleep, people tend to be   

slightly dehydrated in the morning, which could explain why 

heart attacks are 40% more likely to occur in the morning. 
 

When you become dehydrated, there is a drop in blood    

volume, so the blood becomes “thicker.”  There is less blood 

volume so it becomes difficult for the heart to pump it past 

any blockage.  Being thicker, the blood is more likely to grab 

onto the plaque, break loose and carry it into a vital organ 

such as the heart or brain. 
 

Many people do not want to drink anything before going to 

bed because they will have to get up during the night, but 

drinking one glass of water before bed may help you avoid 

stroke or heart attack.  Also, it is very important to stay   

hydrated during the day. 
 

Lurene Ladd,  

Parish Nurse (309) 691-2054 

SCHOLARSHIPS & THANKS 
 

The Board of Christian Education would like to offer a   
scholarship to all of our students who qualify.  You can pick 
up an application in the church office or print it from our 
website,  fbcpeoria.org,  under the heading 
"Resources".   The application is due by April 30th. 
 

We would like to thank everyone who came out to support 
the youth for our annual Fat Tuesday pancake supper!  We 
cannot thank you enough for your support and generosity!   

Diane Tomsovic,  
Board Chair 

 
 
 

Pre-work Day, Saturday, April 22, 8:00 a.m. 
Work Day, Saturday, April 29, 8:00 a.m. 

Our rebuild work will be done at the home of Herman 
"Hazel" West, 1350 West Wiedenham, Peoria.   We need 
volunteers to:  help clean up the yard, repair/scrape/paint 
the front ramp, replace walkway ceiling, for kitchen repairs 
and painting, repair ceiling in upstairs bath.  It doesn't look 
like a lot, but we need workers.  
 

John & Jen Dusek, Project Leaders 

http://www.textweek.com/writings/psalm118.htm


Peoria Friendship House of Christian Service is conducting a fundraising event called “Over The Edge”. “Edgers” will   
rappel down the east side of the Associated Bank Building. The event will be on June 9 th & 10th, 2017. Our goal is to 
have 75 Edgers “Go Over.” If you decide on the day of the event you can’t “Go Over,” then you will spend time in the 
Chicken Coop. 
 
Edgers can raise the required $1,000.00 fee by registering at the First Giving website: http://
www.firstgiving.com/22195/over-the-edge-peoria. Or you can go to firstgiving.com and type “Peoria Friendship 
House” in the search box. The website can be used to raise the Edger fee, allowing friends, supporters, and family to 
make online donations. If you know someone who would like to “Go Over The Edge,” please let them know about this 
unique opportunity. 
 
If you have questions or would like additional information, you can contact Paul Grove at pdg1101@comcast.net. 

Paul Grove,   
Diaconate Chair 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

I recently learned about an e-card program at OSF hospital. If  
you know a patient that is hospitalized at OSF, you can send     
an e-mail card to that patient by going to www.osfhealthcare.org/
ecards.   You can also write a personalized message. These 
cards are delivered within 24 hours. If the patient is discharged, 
the card is discarded.  Unity Point Methodist has a similar       
program. The site is www.unitypoint.org/peoria/send-a-card.aspx. 
There is no charge to send a card with a message. 
 

Occasionally a member of our congregation is not on the hospital 
list we get daily from the 3 area hospitals. If you are hospitalized, 
please let the church office know if you have not had a pastoral 
visit or heard from the Parish Nurse. If you do or do not want a 
visit please, let the church office know this also.   
 

Thank you., 
Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse 
 

DINING OUT GROUP 

The Dining Out Group will meet on April 28th at 6:30 p.m. at 
Country Club BBQ, 2510 W. Farmington Rd.  Please let Jen or 
John Dusek know if you will be attending. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Spring is here, and it will soon be time for the annual spring 
luncheon at Friendship House sponsored by the Women’s  
Auxiliary.  Friday, April 28th, is the day!  To buy tickets, please 
contact Zene Baker at 243-5160. 

FBC’s Seminar for Seniors returns on Thursday, April 20th.  
There will be 2 one-hour courses:  “The Art of Reading     
Scripture” from 10:00 a.m. to 10:55 a.m., and Social Issues 
Threatening to Divide Churches” from 11:00 a.m. to noon.  
Classes will be held in the chapel. 

THANK YOU 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for all the kindness, visits, calls, cards and, most of 
all, your prayers.  That is what has sustained me so far in this 
illness.  I’m so glad to see any of you who come to see me 
because it makes me aware of my church family.  Please con-
tinue to pray for me, asking God for his care and whatever His 
will might be. 
    Sincerely, 
    Happy Dean 



April 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 8AM 

Men’s Brkfst 
& 9AM Yard 
Clean-up. 

2 Food Donation Day 

      Communion Sun. 

  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship  
11AM Fellowship Time 
 

3  

10AM MUGS2 
(@Panera’s) 

4 Elections in 

Fellowship Hall. 

8:30AM FBC 
Exer. (chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
        (Parlor) 
 

5  

5PM Higher Grnd  
5:30PM Bell Reh. 
6PM Lenten Dinner & 
  Program (Fell. Hall) 
7PM  Choir Reh. 

6  

8:30AM FBC 
Exer. (chapel) 

7  

 

8 
 

9 Palm Sunday 

 
  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship  
11AM Fellowship Time 

10  

10AM MUGS2 
(@Panera’s) 
11AM Heart-
warming Hats 

11  

8:30AM FBC 
Exer. (chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
         (Parlor) 
6:30PM Board 
          Meetings 

12 ABW Bandage 

 Roll in Fell. Hall. 
 
5PM Higher Grnd  
5:30PM Bell Reh. 
6:15PM  Choir Reh. 

13  

8:30AM FBC 
Exer. (chapel) 
7PM Maundy 
Thurs. Srvc. 
  (sanctuary) 

14  

Office 
Closed. 
6:30PM 
Gourmet 
Group 
(var. loc.) 

15  

1-2PM 
Community 
Easter Egg 
Hunt 

16 Easter Sunday 

 
  8AM Early Srvc. 
8:30AM Breakfast 
  9AM Music Reh.  
10AM Worship  
11AM FBC Easter Egg 
         Hunt 

17  

10AM MUGS2 
(@Panera’s) 

18 8:30AM 

 FBC Exercise 
         (chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
         (Library) 
12:30PM Circle  
      of Friends 
       (Parlor) 

19  

5PM Higher Grnd  
5:30PM Bell Reh. 
6:15PM  Choir Reh. 

20  

8:30AM FBC 
Exer. (chapel) 
 
 

21  

 

22 
10AM ABW 
Brunch 
 
 
 
8AM PRE-

WORK DAY. 

23  

  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship  
11AM Fellowship Time 
11:15AM Exec. Mtg. 

30 Scholarship Apps 

due.  Jazz Sunday 
  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship  
11AM Fellowship Time 

24  

10AM MUGS2 
(@Panera’s) 

25  

8:30AM FBC 
Exer. (chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
         (Parlor) 

26  

5PM Higher Grnd  
5:30PM Bell Reh. 
6:15PM  Choir Reh. 

27  

8:30AM FBC 
Exer. (chapel) 
7PM THE  
ENCOURAGING 
PARENT 
(SANCTUARY) 

 
 

28  

6:30PM 
Dining 
Out Grp.  
Country 
Club BBQ 

29   
8AM-2PM 
Rummage 
Sale 
 
 
 
8AM WORK 
DAY 

SPRING YARD CLEAN-UP will take place on Saturday, April 1st.  Ideally, we would like to assemble a volunteer crew 
of 15 to 20  people (ages 10 and above).  A breakfast will be served at 8:00 a.m.  Please RSVP to either Ron    
Jacobs or Tim Austin to express interest.  It’s important that we know how much food to prepare.  Yard work will 
start at 9:00 a.m.  Volunteers can bring some basic yard tools, if available: rakes, lawn refuse bags, leaf blowers, 
gloves and other essentials. 

Drop off your donations for 
the Rummage Sale in Fell. 
Hall during office hrs. 



FROM THE DIACONATE: 

We hope you have noticed the recent changes in our church 
and worship service. Some aspects of church life had been 
allowed to stop. Sometimes this was because of changes in 
board membership and sometimes because people who had 
been doing it were unable to continue. 

We hope you notice that each week the church sign is updated 
with the current sermon topic. The deacons are updating the 
sign, and the trustees have maintained the lighting. In addition, 
the deacons are changing the pulpit and altar vestments to  
coincide with the colors of the liturgical  calendar. And, during 
the season of Lent, the pastors and choirs are wearing robes 
with stoles that match the vestments. 

For the Easter Season, we conducted an Ash Wednesday   
Service, and we will celebrate Palm Sunday with the traditional 
palm fronds.  We will hold a Maundy Thursday Service in       
the sanctuary where the pastor and deacons will present    
communion through intinction. On Easter Sunday, we will hold 
an early service at 8:00 a.m, followed by a light breakfast and 
our regular worship at 10:00 a.m. 

Also, during Lent each of the boards and the Gourmet group 
are hosting Wednesday evening penitent soup and salad     
suppers in fellowship hall at 6:00 PM, followed by a program by 
Reverend Dr. Kennedy. And finally, the trustees have the    
carillon playing during times of worship.  

We hope that these small changes enhance your worship     
experience and create a meaningful Lenten season for you and 
your families. 

Paul Grove, Diaconate Chair 

EASTER FLOWERS 

 
As we approach Easter, we again are asking you to help 
beautify our sanctuary.  For so many Christmases and    
Easters, you have contributed flowers, and each time I am so 
grateful for your generosity.  The order is placed with faith 
that the flowers will be purchased, and you always come 
through. 

The cost is again $14 per plant.  Order forms will be in the 
Sunday worship bulletins through April 2.  Orders and      
payment may be left in the Warm Room on April 2nd or in the 
church office during office hours. 

The flowers left at the church will again be planted in the 
church yard for all to enjoy this summer. 

Gratefully, 
Mary Lou Rusell 

GRR MAKES “REVERSE TITHE” 
$600,000+ TO INTERNATIONAL  MINISTRIES 

 

First Baptist Church of Peoria is part of the Great Rivers Region 
of the American Baptist Churches USA. Late last year the GRR 
received a large amount of money through an estate gift and 
through the sale of some property.  The GRR originally planned 
to keep 90% of the money and give 10% to International        
Ministries.  Following presentations by numerous missionaries at 
the World Mission Conference at Green Lake,  Rev. Paul       
Gibson, executive director of the GRR,  said, “I felt God telling us 
to keep the tithe and give Him the 90%, all of it going to         
missions.  I tried to work out something else, but each time I felt 
God saying, ‘you keep 10% and give me 90%.’  
 

The GRR board led by Rev. Elaine Bolen unanimously approved 
the “Reverse Tithe,” which provided over $600,000 to be       
invested in the ministries and personalized support of about a 
dozen International Ministries’ global servants who have ties to 
Illinois and Missouri.  The Mission Board would like you to be 
aware of this wonderful gift made to International Ministries by 
our Great Rivers Region.  Clearly God was at work in the hearts 
and minds of many people encouraging them to do the work 
Christ would have us do. 

CAN-A-THON THANK YOU 
 

The Mission Board would like to thank everyone who 
contributed food for the Peoria Area Anti-Hunger Coalition's 
33rd Annual Can-A-Thon to help stock area food pantries. We 
had a wonderful response, and the back of my car was pretty 
well filled when the food was delivered on March 19th. The  
organizers said they had a wonderful response. There are 
some pictures related to the food drive on our bulletin boards. 
Please check them out, and thank you so much for helping this 
important cause. 

Janet Middleton,  
Mission Board co-chair  

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to FBC organist, Joshua Russell, and his wife, 
Anna, on the birth of their son Joshua Michael Russell on March 
14, 2017.   

CONDOLENCES 
We extend our sympathy to Caleb MacKinder (FBC music  
scholarship recipient) on the death of his father, Christopher 
Mackinder, who died on Tuesday, March 21st.  No service    
information is available to us at this time. 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

CWU will have a general meeting on April 7th at 9:00 a.m. at 
Memorial Christian Church, 2507 W. Newman Parkway, Peoria. 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Ruth Turner   Happy Dean Pam Orrill Barb Twist 
Rose Kimpling    Carol Conover  Marvin Olson Jay McGee   
Alyssa Russell    Wally Weber  Bob Brown Rosemary Walk 
Dorothy Cumming  Joan Criswell Jacquelyn Kellogg  

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 

Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 

FBC EASTER EGG HUNTS   

FBC will host a Community Easter Egg Hunt on the 

church lawn on Saturday, April 15th, from 1:00 p.m. to 

2:00 p.m.  

A second Easter Egg Hunt for the children of FBC will be held on the 

church lawn after worship on Easter Sunday, April 

16th. 

Volunteers are needed for both.  Please  contact 

Diane Tomsovic if you can help.  Ph: 691-1451.  

E-mail: didahame4@att.net. 

THE  

ENCOURAGING PARENT 
   

 

  WHEN:  Thursday, April 27, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m. 

  WHERE: FBC Peoria, 411 West Lake Avenue 

  SPONSOR: FBC Peoria 

  COST:              $10.00/person   

What an event it’s going to be! You’ll learn some fun 
ways to sky-rocket self-esteem and increase achieve-
ment, and some even better ways to discipline your 
kids. You will also learn how to teach routines for daily 
living that eliminate most of the discipline moments 
with children. You will be affirmed and encouraged. WE 
HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US FOR THIS EVENT! 

For pre-registration call:  309-682-5491 

Child care will be provided at the church. 


