
Contact us: 

First Baptist Church of  Peoria 
411 West Lake Avenue 
Peoria, IL  61614-6093 
Phone:  (309) 682-5491  

Fax: (309) 682-5450      
E-mail: office@fbcpeoria.com  
Website: www.fbcpeoria.org 

 

Dr. Rodney Kennedy, Interim Pastor  (309) 682-5491 rwkennedy13@icloud.com 
Mark Grizzard, Music Dir./Youth. Leader (309) 310-9927 markg@fbcpeoria.com 
Dr. Joshua Russell, Organist  (319) 400-8920 joshua@joshuarussellpianist.com 
Leigh Grizzard, Bell Choir Director  (309) 682-5491 leigh.grizzard@gmail.com 
Sandy Johansen, Church Secretary           (309) 682-5491 office@fbcpeoria.com 

          

“TRUTH”  
By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

One person’s truth is another person’s propaganda. Meanwhile, truth hides in the shadows, slips between cypress trees—
elusive, seductive, invisible, silent. From time to time, we capture something we label truth but, alas, mistaken identification. 
Truth sits on an oak branch grinning at her game of hide and seek.  

Our postmodern times have reduced truth by attempting to attach power to all truth claims. There's this sense that truth  
claims are authoritarian. Truth is whatever the powerful claim it to be. In this environment where all truth is suspect and all             
truth claims are contingent, what is the church to say? If our big story (metanarrative) is suspect, if it is seen as a way for 
Christianity to bully other religions and dominate the culture, how can we speak?  

If we have lost truth, have we come to the end of words? Are we to sit in silence now and watch the world disintegrate while 
we keep mumbling words about authority, tradition, and the old-time religion? I say the answer is NO! 

Putting down all claims that we have the whole truth and nothing but the truth, I suggest that we join the conversation along 
with everyone else out there murmuring, muttering, and persuading. In humility, we offer the gospel of Jesus to a hungry and 
thirsty world.  

There are so many truth claims and so many gods clamoring for our allegiance. A GMC pickup truck ad asks men if all they 
want is to be a good husband and a good father.  The answer given by the narrator is no. He then outlines what men should 
really want to be: the boss, powerful, a professional, at the top. The message is scary, idolatrous. It is an open testimony to 
the power of a culture that places money and power above all other human endeavors. In this mix, there is still a place for the 
Gospel.  

Therefore, we press the search for the truth. You know She expects it. We search and we speak, not as persons who know 
everything, but in humility. Whatever power this world has given us, we now reject. This false power we put down, and we 
stand before the world with nothing to commend us but the word of prophets and Jesus. WE speak without insisting on       
certainty. We speak with reticence, but we are not shy or intimidated. 

As a people who "see through a glass darkly" we offer respectful truth claims through the church. This is our way and we are a 
determined bunch. The truth is what we are after and we shall continue our search until the end of days. 

The culmination of our big truth, our metanarrative, approaches this year on April 1st. That's right, Easter is on April 1st. What 
irony: Easter on Fool's Day. What a metaphor. St. Paul say that we preach the foolishness of the cross. He calls us to be 
"fools for Christ." Our truth is couched in a rhetoric of folly. What better day to proclaim that Jesus has been raised from the 
dead than on April Fool's Day by those willing to be fools for Christ's sake. What an exciting possibility! Join us for Easter  
Worship on Fool's Day! We promise to proclaim the power and the wisdom and the truth of God!  
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WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SS  

 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME ■ 11:15 AM ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

MARCH 11, 2018, FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

“SNAKES AND INSECURITY ” 
  Numbers 21:4-9, Ephesians 2:1-10, John 13:14-21 

The wilderness is no place for the weak. Label the wilderness, like 
March Madness for favorites (one of the most solemn and joyful 
festivals in our liturgical calendar): Danger Zone. Moses’ sister, 
Miriam, soprano diva of Israel, died there. His brother Aaron, 
stripped of his priestly vestments, died there. The king of Edom 
refused to give Moses and the people safe passage through his 
land. Moses’ popularity sinks lower than a “snake’s belly”. And on 
top of all this grief, the people get short with God. That’s Hebrew 
for short-tempered – like Bobby Knight after a referee, the Israel-
ites got up in God’s face.  

Music:  ""O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High"  
 — Chancel Choir 

 

Dr. Kennedy’s Conversations With the Bible will meet today at 
11:15 a.m. in the Chapel to discuss the scripture for March 18 
(listed below). 

MARCH 18, 2018, FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

“WE HAVE A HIGH PRIEST”  
Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 5:5-10, John 12:20-33   

Baptists have never "cottoned" to priests. The words of Jesus 
about calling no man "father" have been taken literally. Putting 
aside our allergic reaction to the office of "priest," we have a "high 
priest." Hebrews 5 tells us that Jesus is our high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. We may not know Melchizedek from Methu-
selah, but since he has a lot to do with Jesus, we need to know. 
What does it mean to have a high priest?   

Music:   "Kyrie" —Chancel Choir 

Dr. Kennedy’s Conversations With the Bible will not meet on 
March 18th, so all may attend the Contemporary Issues class.   

AREA III ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The Great Rivers Region Area III Annual Meeting will be held 
on April 14th, here at First Baptist Church.  This is a perfect 
opportunity for us to learn more about our area and region.  
There will also be an opportunity to meet with our area leaders 
and discuss the exciting new things we are doing here at   
First Baptist Church.  The keynote speaker will be Judson 
University President, Dr. Gene Crume, and the worship leader 
will be the nationally recognized musician Huntley Brown.  I 
hope you will seriously consider coming on Saturday and  
participating in this event.  You will find a registration form in 
this newsletter to fill out and register for the Area III meeting.  
Please make plans now to join us. 
 

Marti Atwater, FBC Social Activities Committee 

MARKETING UPDATE 
“Changing Hearts and Minds” 

Much has transpired since my brief report regarding the    
Marketing Team at our Annual Meeting in January.  Radio ads 
have been running on WCBU-FM 89.9 and on WPGB-FM 
93.3. The Peoria Journal Star is publishing one-third page ads 
each Saturday through Easter.  We are currently updating our 
church web site to include a landing page where people who 
like our ad messages can add their name to Dr. Kennedy’s 
sermon e-mail listing. We are also looking at live-streaming 
our Sunday morning worship services on You Tube. At the 
same time, we are collecting information regarding our visitors 
for follow-up letters, calls, and personal visits, and will also 
determine the most effective form of advertising. 

Our goal is to increase the number of Sunday visitors and 
ultimately gain new members.  Initially we are targeting folks 
in the 45 to 70 age range within a 40-mile radius of Peoria.  If 
successful, we will increase that age range to include younger 
families as well, especially if our future senior pastor has a 
young family. 

As you may recall from our Annual Budget Report, we will be 
taking monies from our activity fund accounts as needed for 
marketing.  We anticipate spending approx. $6000 during the 
first quarter leading up to Easter.  We will then evaluate our 
success and determine which direction to go at that point. 

My request to you as members is to continue inviting your 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers by saying “...Did you 
hear...? or “Did you see our recent ads?” FBC needs new 
blood and our country needs a strong dose of Mainstream 
Christianity. We are counting on you to do your part in re-
building our church community. 

Please pray for the success of our marketing efforts! 

Wayne Nowlan 
Moderator 

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES CLASS 
 
Hunger in Peoria will be the topic of the March 18th contemporary 
issues class. This is partly motivated by the creation of new food 
deserts with the announced closures of two Kroger stores. But the 
topic is much bigger — as we know when we bring our food in    
to donate each month. We will have two speakers: At-Large 
Councilman Sid Ruckriegel, who is passionate about this issue, 
and Claire Crone, director of Sophia’s Kitchen, which feeds meals 
to hundreds of needy Peorians five days a week, no questions 
asked. The class begins at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. Please 
welcome the councilman to our 10:00 a.m. church service. 
 
Barb and Bernie Drake 





       HEALTH TIPS: Should I or should I  not  

             be taking a baby aspirin? 
   (Dr. Darrel Gumm, HeartCare Midwest Cardiologists) 

• Aspirin is recommended for anyone with known heart disease or 
at high rate for developing heart disease. 

• The ideal dose of aspirin is not known. 

• We do know that less than 75mg daily is not enough and that 
more than 325mg is too much. 

• Generally, a dose of 81mg daily is recommended. 

• Check with your primary physician for their recommendations. 
 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse 

 

On March 18th we will be receiving the America    
for Christ offering.  The money received from this 
offering is used to support our denomination’s home 
mission work in the United States and Puerto Rico. 

The theme for the 2018 AFC offering is “Equipping 
Disciples.”  Based on Ephesians 4:11-13, we will be 
helping to impact our world with God’s love. 

As opportunities arise, I encourage you to visit our 
home missions and see first-hand how God uses his people as well as our money to spread his 
caring ministry. 

Please prayerfully consider the importance of missionary work and give generously to this year’s 
America For Christ Offering. 

Thelma Hopwood 
Mission Board AFC Coordinator 

Congratulations! 
 
Congratulations to grandparents 
Jay and Judy Tellier as well as 
aunt and uncle Jennifer and John 
Dusek on the newest member of 
their extended family, Na'Zaria 
Zhomanise Thomas (pictured left).  

She was born to parents Joshua (Judy & Jay’s 
son) & Lakeyla Thomas on February 17th at 8:56 
p.m., arriving at an even 8 pounds and 20 1/4" 
long.  Na”Zaria and her parents are all well and 
settling in at home.  

 

EASTER EGG HUNTS   
 

FBC will host a Community Easter Egg Hunt on the 

church lawn on Saturday, March 31st, from 2:00 p.m. 

to 3:00 p.m.  

A second Easter Egg Hunt for the children of FBC 

will be held on the church lawn after worship on 

Easter Sunday, April 1st. 

 

Volunteers will be needed.  Please contact 

Karen Pilgrim (ph:  309-369-2431, e-mail: 

khpilgrim@comcast.net) if you can help. 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

As we approach Easter, we again are asking you to help beautify our    
sanctuary.  For so many Christmases and Easters, you have contributed 
flowers, and each time I am so grateful for your generosity.  The order is 
placed with faith that the flowers will be purchased, and you always come 
through. 

The cost is $15 per plant.  Order forms will be in the Sunday worship bulle-
tins through March 25th.  I will be in the Warm Room the last 3 Sundays in 
March to accept orders.  You may also leave orders and payment in the 
church office   during office hours (Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) 

Flowers left at the church will again be planted in the church 
yard for all to enjoy this summer. 

    —Mary Lou Rusell 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 

Barb Petroski   Patricia Lang       Rose Kimpling   
Ruth Turner   Pam Orrill       Jim Ashton 
Marvin Olson   Rosemary Walk       Alyssa Russell  
Wally Webber        Dorothy Cumming    Mary Hinch   
Ruth Collins           Arlene Wise Jacquelyn Kellogg      

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Peter (Grandson of Brenda Shay) 

Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 
Charles Baker (brother of Eleanor Shelton & Ellen Woods) 

RUMMAGE SALE 
Saturday, May 5, 2018 

Early donations may be left at FBC in room 220,  

in boxes if possible. 
  No computer monitors or old TV’s, please. 

SPRING CLEAN-UP 
SAT., APR. 7TH,  9:00 A.M. AT FBC 

BREAKFAST AT 8:00 A.M., EVERYONE WELCOME! 
FOR RESERVATIONS:  RON JACOBS, 232-7023 

MARCH ABW 

I want to invite the ladies of the church to our ABW March 
Brunch on Saturday March 10th from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
Our      program will be “Walked Where Jesus Walked & Would 
Walk Again” by Cindy Winkler. 
 

The cost is $4 at the door. You are invited to bring friends.      
So we have a chair for you, please make a reservation by    
contacting Carolyn Ihnken: phone 685-1388 or 
email: csimk@comcast.net. 
 

A Love Gift collection will be taken.  Thank You and See you 
March 10th. 

   —Carolyn Ihnken, ABW President 

 
Circle of Friends will meet on Tuesday, March 20th, at 12:30 
p.m. in the church parlor. 

 
Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, March 30th, at 
7:00 p.m. in the home of Gay Barton, 6719 Grand Fir Drive,     
Edwards, Ill.  The book to be reviewed is The Nightingale by    
Kristen Hannah.   


