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As we approach the Easter season, Dietrich Bonhoeffer is much on my mind. Theologian and martyr, Bonhoeffer insisted that the 
church not fall for "cheap grace" but embrace the awful cost of discipleship. He insisted that true Christian relationship is impossible 
without speech to one another. In an era where Christian witness has been reduced to strident protest or total silence, this is an      
important word. "Where Christians live together," Bonhoeffer said, "the time must inevitably come when in some crisis one person will 
have to declare God's word and will to another. It is inconceivable that the things that are of the utmost importance to each individual 
should not be spoken by one to another."  

In a culture as burdened by cosmic disenchantment and anger as ours, and as immersed in an almost unbearable otherworldliness, 
and the constant pursuit of entertainment to ward off the demons of boredom, the Christian message has new relevance. This could be 
our shining moment if we can recover the authentic voice of Christian witness. And what better time for such expression of the great 
affirmations of our faith than Easter?  

When various forms of Gnosticism are the default setting even among many Christians, the great affirmations of Christianity need once 
again to be proclaimed. As David Bentley Hart reminds us, "This world is the good creature of the one God, who is both the God of the 
Jews and the Father of Jesus of Nazareth; that it was this same God who sent Christ for the redemption of the world; that all men and 
women are called to be sons and daughters of God; that, in dying and rising again, Christ overthrew the power of death for all human-
kind; and that, while God frequently imparts wisdom to those who seek it, Christ did not come to save only the wise."  

This Easter season let us set aside our political agendas and endless protests and tell the world that a Savior and a kingdom exist that 
can free the world from the powers that would rule our lives in fear.  

Let us exult in the basic affirmations of our Easter faith:  

1. I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

2. And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord: 

3. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary: 

4. Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried: He descended into hell: 

5. The third day he rose again from the dead: 

6. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty: 

7. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead: 

8. I believe in the Holy Ghost: 

9. I believe in the holy catholic church: the communion of saints: 

10. The forgiveness of sins: 

11. The resurrection of the body: 

12. And the life everlasting. Amen. 

EASTER FAITH 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 



HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

APRIL 13, 2017 — 7:00 P.M. MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
As part of Holy Week worship we are gathering for Maundy Thurs-
day at 700 pm. We will observe the Lord's Supper and read Scrip-
ture and prepare our hearts for the Eastern Vigil. Please join us as 
we journey toward the light of the resurrection.  

 

APRIL 16, 2017, EASTER SUNDAY 
8:00 a.m. Early Service 

“THE VOICE OF LIFE” 
John 20 

Our story takes place in a garden.  There’s a woman and a man in a 
garden.  Genesis begins with a woman and a man in a garden and  
it leads to death.  John’s gospel, refashioning creation, has a    
woman and a man in a garden, but this time life triumphs over 
death. Resurrection power is creation power; creation power is   
resurrection power.  On Easter, God raised Jesus from the 
dead.  The Jesus crucified on Friday is the Jesus resurrected on 
Easter.  Let me be as clear as possible about the church’s          
message: We worship a savior who was in every way like us yet 
also fully God.  Jesus didn’t play at being human.  Jesus is not 50% 
God and 50% man.  Jesus is 100% God and 100% man; and he 
has been raised from the dead.  Welcome to Easter! 

Music: "How Beautiful" —Higher Ground 

8:30 A.M. EASTER BREAKFAST IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

“GOD’S SECOND BIG BANG” 
Luke 24:1-12 

The Louisiana chef, Emeril Lagasse, punctuates his recipe         
explanations with “Bam!”  He will be showing you how to make     
bar-b-que shrimp and say, “I wouldn’t be doing New Orleans justice 
if I didn’t add some Cayenne pepper, BAM!”  I take this to be the 
culinary equivalent to AMEN!  God rolled the stone away!  BAM!  He 
is not here; he has been raised!  BAM!   

Music: 
"Hallelujah for the Cross"—Higher Ground 

"Yesu Ananipenda"—Chancel Bells 
"Christ the Lord is Risen Again"—Chancel Choir 

"Chain Breaker"—Youth Band 

Welcome Center:  Dave Stroemer 
 

April 23, 2017, Second Sunday of Easter, Dr. Phil Ladd 

“LEARN TO DOUBT YOUR DOUBTS ”  
John 20: 19-31, I Peter 1: 3-9  

Sermon looks some at doubts of the Apostle Thomas. Reflecting on 
this, we will look at the importance of recognizing our doubts. Doubt 
can be an effective tool for our faith. However, we also need to 
come to a place where working with our doubts - we begin to also 
doubt our doubts. Doubt seems like an obstacle at first, but as we 
begin to overcome our doubts, we can develop a deeper and more 
meaningful faith.  

 Music:  "Lord You're Beautiful" —Chancel Choir 

Welcome Center:  Jean Currie 

    HEALTH TIPS:   

      TRICK YOUR APPETITE 

 

Eating off smaller plates or blue plates can cut how much 

you eat.  A study from the Food and Brand Lab at Cornell 

University determined that eating off a 10-inch plate in-

stead of a 12-inch plate resulted in 22% fewer calories 

served. 
 

Plus, a study in the Journal of Consumer Research con-

cluded that eating off a blue-colored plate will make food 

appear unappetizing and that you’ll be likely to eat less. 
 

Lurene Ladd,  

Parish Nurse (309) 691-2054 

SCHOLARSHIPS  
 

The Board of Christian Education would like to offer a   
scholarship to all of our students who qualify.  You can pick 
up an application in the church office or print it from our 
website, www.fbcpeoria.org, under the heading 
"Resources.”   The application is due by April 30th. 
 

Diane Tomsovic,  
Board Chair 

  
 
 

Pre-work Day, Saturday, April 22, 8:00 a.m. 
Work Day, Saturday, April 29, 8:00 a.m. 

Our rebuild work will be done at the home of Herman 
"Hazel" West, 1350 West Wiedenham, Peoria.   We need 
volunteers to:  help clean up the yard, repair/scrape/paint 
the front ramp, replace walkway ceiling, for kitchen repairs 
and painting, and to repair ceiling in upstairs bath.  It 
doesn't look like a lot, but we need workers.  
 

John & Jen Dusek, Project Leaders 

           ADULT   

CURRENT  ISSUES 
 

The April 23 Adult Current Issues Class will focus on 
some stunning and very disturbing news – the findings   
of 24/7 Wall Street that Peoria is the worst city in          
the  nation for blacks. Our speaker, First District Council-
woman Denise Moore, will tell us what she makes of 
those findings, what she and others are doing to address 
them, and how we as concerned Peorians and concerned 
Christians might get involved. The class will meet at 
11:15 in the sanctuary. 

   —Barb and Bernie Drake 
 



CELEBRATING ONE YEAR 

It’s been one year since our exercise class started.  Who would 

have believed exercising could be so much fun!  We have a 

great group, usually averaging 12 to 15 people in each class, 

but there are over 20 who participate regularly. 

We are getting to know each other better and developing good 

friendships.  There is not a class that we don’t have something 

to laugh about.  (No thanks to the guys in class.) 

Sally Tiessen does a great job leading the group.  She is able to 

teach how to adapt the exercises to individual abilities. 

The benefits of exercise are numerous for your health; it helps 

in the prevention of falls and it helps with emotional well-being. 

You can still become part of the exercise group.  We meet 

Tuesday and Thursday at 8:30 a.m. in the chapel.  Everyone is 

welcome—men and women. 

A great BIG THANK YOU to Sally Tiessen for her work and 

leadership for this class. 

The Health & Wellness Committee 

2017 EASTER OFFERING 

We will receive our 2017 Easter offering during the 8:00 a.m. and 
10:00 a.m. worship services on Easter Sunday, April 16th.  This 
year’s offering will be distributed evenly among the missionaries 
listed below.  Please give generously in support of their efforts. 

 

Kristy Engel, who was here in 2015, is a 
global consultant with a focus on health care 
issues. She is trained as a pediatric nurse 
practitioner.  As a global consultant, Kristy is 
able to visit countries in need of health     
assessments, ongoing education, health 
team visits, or other forms of collaboration 
during crisis and non-crisis situations. 
 

Taku and Katie Longkumer serve as 
country coordinators for India, providing 
mission coordination of International   
Ministries personnel and partners in the 
country. They also serve as advisors 
and consultants to the Bengal Orissa 
Bihar Baptist Churches’ Association and 
to the Council of Baptist Churches in 
North East India (CBCNEI).   

 

Wayne and Katherine Niles, who visited us 
last year, serve in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. Wayne serves as a  missionary to 
Interchurch Medical Assistance.  He has 
been helping Congolese people through a 
development project to grow more food.      
Katherine is working with a group of        
Congolese Christian professionals in training 
community leaders, urban and rural, to be 
promoters of health in their communities.  

 

Tim and Kathy Rice are medical missionar-
ies at the Vanga Evangelical Hospital in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Tim 
is a doctor, and Kathy is a registered nurse. 
Their vision is to train the next  generation 
of Congolese doctors and nurses in Christ-
centered, whole-person care, empowering 
them to use the limited resources available 
to restore life and health across the       
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).   

 

Larry and Becky Stanton were here 3 years 
ago and are currently serving in Hungary. 
They work with schools in the eastern region 
of the country and provide the students and 
staff with instruction and conversation practice 
in English and maintenance support and are 
very involved in Christian outreach in        
Hungary. 

ABW APRIL ACTIVITIES 
 

ABW is holding another Bandage Roll on Wednesday, April 
12th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Lunch will be served at 
noon.  Come at 9:00 a.m. and work as long as you can.  We 
need people to tear strips, people to sew, and people to roll 
the bandages.  Please contact Carolyn if are you coming!  We 
need to know how many. 
 

The ABW Brunch will be on Saturday, April  22nd, from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Our guest, Amy Dotson from the City 
of Peoria Police Department, will be speaking on Women’s 
Safety Issues.  Our meal will be provided by the Circle of 
Friends.  The cost is $4 at the door by the soda machine.  A 
Love Gift will be collected at the tables.  Please make a reser-
vation by contacting Carolyn Ihnken by phone, 685-1388, or 
email, csimk@comcast.net. 
 

Circle of Friends will meet on Tuesday, April 18th, at 12:30 
p.m., in the church parlor for a tea party.  Zene Baker will be 
the hostess, and Carolyn Pasquini will have devotions. 
 

Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 18th, 
at 7:00 p.m., at the home of Gay Barton, 10017 West        
Deerbrook Trail, Edwards, Illinois.  The book to be reviewed is 
Hidden Figures, by Margot Lee Shatterly.   

APRIL CALENDAR UPDATE 
 

The Gourmet Group has moved their dinner to April 21st to 
accommodate the Good Friday holiday.  Please update 
your April calendar to reflect this change. 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Ruth Turner   Happy Dean Pam Orrill Barb Twist 
Rose Kimpling    Carol Conover  Marvin Olson Jay McGee   
Alyssa Russell    Wally Webber  Bob Brown Rosemary Walk 
Dorothy Cumming  Joan Criswell Jacquelyn Kellogg  

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 

Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 

FBC EASTER EGG HUNTS   

FBC will host a Community Easter Egg Hunt on the 

church lawn on Saturday, April 15th, from 1:00 p.m. to 

2:00 p.m.  

A second Easter Egg Hunt for the children of FBC will be held on the 

church lawn after worship on Easter Sunday, April 

16th. 

Volunteers are needed for both.  Please  contact 

Diane Tomsovic if you can help.  Ph: 691-1451.  

E-mail: didahame4@att.net. 

THE  

ENCOURAGING PARENT 
   

 

  WHEN:  Thursday, April 27, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m. 

  WHERE: FBC Peoria, 411 West Lake Avenue 

  SPONSOR: FBC Peoria 

  COST:              $10.00/person   

What an event it’s going to be! You’ll learn some fun 
ways to sky-rocket self-esteem and increase achieve-
ment, and some even better ways to discipline your 
kids. You will also learn how to teach routines for daily 
living that eliminate most of the discipline moments 
with children. You will be affirmed and encouraged. WE 
HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US FOR THIS EVENT! 

For pre-registration call:  309-682-5491 

Child care will be provided at the church. 


