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“REJOICE IT IS EASTER FOR FIFTY DAYS”  
By Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

Easter Sunday has come and gone for another year, but it is still Easter. We are celebrating 50 days 
of Eastertide. The life of the church is enriched by the appearances of the living Christ after his    
resurrection. What strikes me about his appearances is that he is doing what Jesus does: teaching, 
empowering, forgiving, and encouraging. 

My favorite appearance of Jesus after the resurrection takes place in the Upper Room. The disciples 
are behind locked doors, for fear of the authorities, and suddenly Jesus appears in their midst. He 
didn't come through the door or a window. He didn't drop from the ceiling. Jesus is simply present. 

This is how it is with the church. Jesus is simply present with us. He taught us so long ago, "Where 
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there with them." Two or three is a powerful reminder 
that Jesus doesn't require thousands. Somehow churches that are not filled with thousands of   
members need to have a deep sense of church-worth. Jesus is with us, and we don't need any other 
foundation. 

After showing up, Jesus offers the disciples his peace. "Peace be with you." I have long believed 
that one of the most powerful moments in worship is when I have the privilege of saying to the    
congregation, "The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you." And the congregation responds, 
"And also with you." I cherish that moment, and I receive the congregation's offer of the peace of 
Christ with joy. The church, in the peace of Christ, has a resource that this world can't offer. The 
world can't even imitate the peace of Christ. 

Then Jesus "breathes on" the disciples and tells them to "receive the Holy Spirit." I call this 
"Pentecost for God's less emotional disciples.” We are, after all, a reticent people, not given to 
whooping and hollering and getting all worked up and speaking in tongues. So here is Jesus giving 
people like us the gift of the Holy Spirit in a closed room, in a place of reticence and quiet. Isn't it 
wonderful that the Holy Spirit fills charismatics and Pentecostals, but also fills us who have been 
taught from childhood to do all things decently and in order? There's a Holy Spirit for God's quiet, 
timid, reticent disciples. 

Do you see what I'm saying to you church? You have the peace of Christ. You have received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. You have all the resources and power that you need. Lift up your heads and your 
hearts and give God the glory. This is the mighty, mighty First Baptist Church of Peoria by the grace 
of Jesus, the love of the Father, and the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us rejoice in our celebration of 
Easter!  
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WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SS ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME  

 

APRIL 22, 2018, FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

“JESUS WASN'T A CAPITALIST,  BUT HIS  
DISCIPLES ARE (WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE  

WE TO MAKE OF THE GOSPEL?) ” 
Acts 4:5-12 , I John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18  

The writer of I John says that we should lay down our lives for one 
another. Then he says if we see a brother or sister in economic 
need and our heart dries up of all compassion and we don’t help 
them, we are not really Christians.  Does that sound rather harsh to 
you?  

But hear these words from St. Gregory the Theologian, the 4th 
century archbishop of Constantinople and philosophical rhetorician, 
in his sermon “On Love for the Poor” — “Let the one with good 
health or with riches come to the aid of the ailing and the needy; let 
the one who has never stumbled help the one who has fallen and is 
being trodden down…become more eminent than your neighbor by 
showing yourself more generous.” 

My first instinct is to say, “It would take a saint to do that.” Jesus 
and the early church was not a paradigm of capitalism. We have 
never bothered to pay much attention to this startling reality, but 
today we are going to face what we would rather not face. Jesus 
was not a capitalist, but we certainly are.  

Music:  "Poor, Wayfaring Stranger" —Chancel Bells  
 

Welcome Center:  Jonathan Ellison 

 
APRIL 29, 2018, FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

“TRUST THE GOSPEL ” 
Mark 5:1-20  

If there is a horror story in the New Testament, the story of the 
Gadarene demoniac is that story. This is a story that would      
make Stephen King smile. Zombie, vampire, Goth, tattoo-loving 
audiences get this story. I admit I’m a “scaredy cat.” One day this 
man was a respectable citizen of Gerasene, a member of the city 
council or a hog farmer with a country estate. Something went 
drastically wrong. Now he lives among the tombs. He is a deranged 
man. If anyone ever needed some good news, this is the guy. And 
this guy is really us. This is the end result of godlessness even       
if we are now sophisticated enough to hide our demons in our   
insides.  Novelist Ann Lamott says, “Everyone is screwed up,    
broken, clingy, and scared, even the people who seem to have it 
more or less together. They are much more like you than you 
would believe. So try not to compare your insides to their outsides.” 
Just because someone looks so mighty on the inside doesn’t    
always tell the whole story.  

Music:  "Ticket to the Kingdom" —Chancel Choir  
 

Welcome Center:  Karen Vickerman 

 

 HEALTH TIPS:  SALT 
 
 

There’s plenty of scientific evidence showing that too much 
sodium is bad for your heart. Most Americans consume 
about 3,500 mg per day.  (That’s about 50% more than the 
maximum of 2,300 mg per day that the guidelines recom-
mend.) 

Experts say that sticking to that 2,300 mg is essential to 
lowering your risk of high blood pressure.  Consuming too 
much sodium can overwhelm the kidneys’ ability to excrete 
the sodium.  The excess gets stored in the blood which in-
creases water retention and blood volume.  This results in 
your heart having to work harder to pump blood, increasing 
the pressure on your arteries and causing them to stiffen. 

How to Reduce Salt Intake: 

• Cut back by inches.  Some studies show that if you 
gradually reduce salt, your taste buds adjust, and once 
you get used to less, you won’t miss it. 

• Don’t blame the salt shaker.  A 2017 study published in 
the journal “Circulation” found that only 11% of the sodi-
um in our diet comes from the salt we add to food our-
selves and 71% comes from packaged and restaurant 
food. 

• Cook at home.  There’s a shocking amount of sodium in 
restaurant food.  A home-cooked meal allows you to 
control the salt shaker and to use whole foods (whole 
grains, fruit, vegetables, legumes) and stay below the 
2,300 mg threshold. 

 

Lurene Ladd 
Parish Nurse 

DINING OUT GROUP   
You are invited to join us at Olympia, 1301 West Pioneer     
Parkway Suite 125, Peoria on April 27th at 6:30 p.m. Please 
let Jen Dusek know if you will be attending or would like to 
attend. Ph: 231-6389, e-mail: the_j_family@yahoo.com.  

FYI FROM CHRISTIAN ED 
 
Graduate Sunday:  If you have a son, daughter or grand-
child graduating from high school or college this year, please 
let the office know.  The Board of Christian Education is 
planning the graduation Sunday for May 20th. We would like 
the names of the graduates, their school name, and degree, 
if applicable, as soon as possible.  Thank you  
 
Scholarships: It is that time a year again for highschool 
seniors or those in college to apply for the church scholar-
ships for the 2018- 2019 school year.  You can get the appli-
cation on our website or at the church office.   



May 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  (Chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
(Parlor) 

2 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
6PM Bell Reh.  
6:45PM Choir Reh. 

3 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  
(Chapel) 

4 5 

8AM-2PM 
FBC  
Rummage 
Sale  
(Fell. Hall) 

6 CONSECRATION SUN. 

    
10AM Childrens’ SS 
10AM Worship Srvc. 
11AM Fellowship Time 
 

7 

10AM MUGS2 
@ Panera’s 

8 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  (Chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
(Parlor) 
6:30PM Brd. Mtgs. 

9 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
6PM Bell Reh.  
6:45PM Choir Reh. 

10 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  
(Chapel) 

11 

6:30PM  
Gourmet Grp 
(var. loc.) 

12 

10AM ABW  
Brunch 
(Fell. Hall) 

13   JAZZ SUNDAY 

10AM Childrens’ SS 
10AM Worship Srvc. 
11AM Fellowship Time 
11:30AM Service of 
Healing & Wholness 
(chapel) 

14 

10AM MUGS2 
@ Panera’s 
11AM Heart- 
warming Hats 
(Conn. Room) 

15 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  (Chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
(Library) 
12:30PM Circle of 
Friends (Parlor) 

16 

4:15 Music/Fine 
Arts Comm. Mtg. 
5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
6PM Bell Reh.  
6:45PM Choir Reh. 

17 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  
(Chapel) 
4:30PM FRUT 
Mtg. (Parlor) 

18 19 

20  GRADUATE SUNDAY 

10AM Childrens’ SS 
10AM Worship Srvc. 
11AM Fellowship Time/
Graduate Recption 
11:15AM Contemp. 
Issues Class (Sanct.) 
12PM Exec. Mtg. 

21 

10AM MUGS2 
@ Panera’s 

22 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  (Chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
(Parlor) 

23 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
6PM Bell Reh.  
6:45PM Choir Reh. 

24 

8:30 AM FBC  
Exercise  
(Chapel) 

25 

6:30PM   
Dining Out 
Group (var. 
loc.) 

26 

27  MEMORIAL SUNDAY 

10AM Childrens’ SS 
10AM Worship Srvc. 
11AM Fellowship Time 

28 MEMORIAL  

          DAY 
Church office is 
closed. 

29 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  (Chapel) 
 

30 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
6PM Choir Reh. 

31 

8:30AM FBC  
Exercise  
(Chapel) 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Sharon Stanard   Dottie White       Rose Kimpling   
Ruth Turner   Pam Orrill       Jim Ashton 
Marvin Olson   Rosemary Walk       Alyssa Russell  
Wally Webber        Dorothy Cumming    Mary Hinch   
Ruth Collins           Jacquelyn Kellogg      

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Peter (Grandson of Brenda Shay) 

Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 
Charles Baker (brother of Eleanor Shelton & Ellen Woods) 
Don Middleton (son of Rev. Middleton, brother of Janet Middleton) 

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES CLASS 
SUNDAY, APRIL 22ND, 11:15 A.M. 

 

Few issues are more contemporary or Christian than how we 
meet the health-care needs of those who don’t have private  
insurance and can’t pay their own way. In the Peoria area we 
have Heartland Health Services to thank for doing that; it serves 
more than 20,000 of our neighbors, the majority of them on  
Medicaid. How do they do it, and what would happen if       
Heartland did not exist? We’ll ponder those questions at our 
April 22 Contemporary Issues Class with input from Charles 
Bandoian, Heartland’s chief executive officer. The class will 
meet at 11:15 in the sanctuary.  
    —Barb & Bernie Drake 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
We congratulate Charlie and Sally Heathcoat on Charlie being  
chosen for the Greater Peoria Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., 
on May 8.  Their son Craig will be going as his father’s guardian, 
and their son Curt is also going as an auxiliary guardian.  Before 
May 1, 2018, cards and letters may be sent to: 

Charles Heathcoat 
c/o Aline Wallace 

P. O. Box 409 
Cuba, IL  61427   

                    SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018 
                        8:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M. 
                        IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Early donations may be left at FBC in room 220, in 
boxes if possible.   
No computer monitors or old TV’s, please. 


