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YOU ARE IN THE GIFTED CLASS 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

“We will not succeed in navigating the complex environment of the future  
by peering relentlessly into a rear view mirror.  To do so, we would be out of our minds” 

        (Sir Ken Robinson, Out of Our Minds). 

The church is in a bind when it comes to our relationship with the past. Perhaps no one is as apt to be stuck in the past as the 
church. We are always quick to gripe and grumble when the present impinges change on our settled-in-concrete ways. But concrete, 
with wear and tear, cracks and develops potholes, and weeds grow. Concrete has to be replaced, and that means blasting away the 

old in order to make way for the new. 

This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be looking back to scripture and the saints, the people who spoke Christian from the beginning. We 
have no choice but to look back from time to time and to remain anchored in the past. This doesn’t mean that we are not supposed to 
live in the present or that we are to ignore the future. The Hebrew concept of time is that we are always facing the past and peering 
into the past and rowing backward into the future. In Hebrew the word for the "past" is qdm, a word that relates to what is "before" or 
"in front of.” The word "future" is related to the word 'hr, "behind." That is a healthy way of connecting past and future so that we have 

a viable present. Having a good present means combining past and future in a symbiotic partnership. 

For example, the scripture, an old book from the past, claims that we are all gifted by God with certain gifts that are useful for the 
benefit of the church; most church members think they’re not. I hear people say all the time, “I have no gifts.” This is a bigger issue 

than it may seem. 

How can an old message about “gifts” become a new way for us to lean into the future with confidence? How can giftedness be   
encouraged as a regular and reliable part of everyday life? How can the church make giftedness systematic and routine? How do we 

lead a culture of gifts? 

Walter Rauschenbusch, Baptist theologian, wrote a tract about I Corinthians 12 – 14. He talks about gifts of the Holy Spirit. There are 
multiple lists of the gifts in the New Testament. They are not definitive or inclusive. There are more gifts available. And not all the gifts 

listed are useful in the church. 

Sir Ken Robinson, education consultant and author, suggests three ideas that I believe we can adapt to our discussion of gifts:    

imagination, creativity, and innovation. These are not words that are often thrown around in church circles. 

There are some old ideas about gifts that we need to throw out with the trash. It is often thought that only special people are gifted – 
preachers and musicians and such. We think that being gifted is a rare talent. That is simply not true. Everyone in the church has 
huge capacities for giftedness and the imagination, creativity and innovation that is required. A culture of giftedness has to involve 

everybody, not just a select few. 

Creativity is not limited to just a few disciplines. Starbucks, for example, didn’t invent coffee; it created a particular type of culture 
around coffee. In order to get a cup of coffee at Starbucks, you must speak to a barista and use the language of Starbucks: tall, 
grande, and venite. It is a three-word vocabulary. Actually, Starbucks did invent the $5 cup of coffee, which was an amazing feat, 

considering how cheap many of us are. 

(continued on next page, column 2) 



WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  

11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 
 

MAY 14, 2017 

“THEOLOGY AND TWITTER! ” 
Mark 6:6b-13  

Mark tells us how Christianity started. Jesus sent out his twelve  
disciples in this radical itinerant ministry. He sent them into the   
villages and cities. They went without protection and without       
economic security. He gave them a message: Tell people to change 
the way they are living and enter the kingdom of God. This is our 
story and mission.  

One question: What happened? Christians happened to the church. 
And look at us now. The church, by and large, has morphed into the 
proclaimer of the bad news. Some churches have become the big 
bad wolf, huffing and puffing and threatening to blow the house 
down. Our culture is greatly reduced and rendered inane. And there 
is a symbol of how reduced and inane we are. TWITTER! How 
many of you have a Twitter account? What if Twitter symbolizes the 
emptiness of our culture?  

 

Music: “Unstoppable” —Youth Band 

Welcome Center:  Paul Grove 
 

May 21, 2017 

“PROCLAIMING GOD”  
Acts 17:16-34  

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus. This means he faced the   
collective array of Greek philosophers in the most famous of all 
Greek courtrooms.  He attempts to take the hill against the         
embedded wisdom of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle.  That he starts 
carefully and with real rhetorical skill should come as no              
surprise.  Paul was the valedictorian of his class of young Pharisees 
– the young, the restless, the zealous.  He knew his stuff.  I am not 
so sure that the pulpit today has the intellectual firepower to take on 
the assembled intellectual power of atheistic philosophy, but Paul’s 
approach may be our best shot.  Here’s one possible way that we 
can proclaim God to a culture of many gods and many philosophies.  

 Music:  “I’m So Glad “ —Chancel Bells 

Welcome Center:  Karen Vickerman 

YOU ARE IN THE GIFTED CLASS 
(continued from cover) 

 

My starting point is that every Christian has huge creative 
capacities as a result of being in a relationship with Jesus. 
The challenge is to be so much in touch and in tune with 
the Holy Spirit that these gifts can be developed for the 
good of the church. The challenge is to discover and  de-
velop our gifts. A culture of giftedness has to involve every-

body, not just a select few. 

The church often thinks that we have to reach young    
people in order to survive. This is not a wrong inclination, 
but it is not what needs to come first. We have to gain the 
confidence that our survival is not at risk. The church will 
survive. A skeptical bishop said once that the Methodist 
Church would not die as long as the pension fund was 
solvent and retired ministers were receiving their checks. 
We are not going to die. God continues to use the church 
even in our depleted and reduced forms. We also need a 

different starting point: our giftedness. 

When church members tell me they don’t have any gifts, I 
assume they just haven’t yet learned what is involved. If 
someone told me they couldn’t read, I wouldn’t assume 
they were incapable of reading, but that they haven’t been 

taught how. 

Giftedness is about working in a highly focused way on 
ideas and projects, crafting them into their best forms and 
making critical judgments along the way about which work 
best and why. Giftedness also draws on skill, knowledge, 

and control. 

Put this down and live from this perspective: You are    
gifted. You don’t have to walk around saying, “I am gifted,” 
but you can live as one of the members of God’s gifted 
class because the Holy Spirit gives gifts to every believer, 
but the Holy Spirit also expects us to develop those gifts. 

CALENDAR NOTES 

Please update your May calendar with the following: 

Move Circle of Friends from May 9 to May 16, 12:30 

p.m., in Fellowship Hall 

FBC Softball team plays May 15th at 6:30 p.m. and May 
22nd at 7:15 p.m. at Northminster Presbyterian Church, 

Peoria. 

MUGS will meet at Panera’s (not the church) on       
Tuesday, May 23rd, then will begin their summer break.  
Meetings will resume on Tuesday, September 5th, at 

10:00 a.m. in the parlor at First Baptist. 

Add Adult Current Issues Class on Sunday, May 21st, 

at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. 

ADULT CURRENT ISSUES CLASS 
 

The subject for the next Current Issues class will be “How Much Do 
We Need To Know About Ourselves? The Ethics of Genomics.”  
The class isn’t until May 21, but the Drakes are giving you advance 
notice so you have time before then to visit the Peoria Riverfront 
Museum’s genomics exhibit and think about the ethical issues 
raised there. The speaker will be Dr. Keith Johnson, a Bradley    
biology professor who teaches classes in genetics and bioethics.   



Peoria Friendship House of Christian Service is     
sponsoring an event called “Over the Edge.” Edgers 
will be rappelling down the Chase Bank Building in 
downtown Peoria on June 10th. Participating in the 
event from FBC are Mark Grizzard and Paul Grove. 

You can support Mark and Paul by going to the      
website Firstgiving.com and typing “Over The Edge 
Peoria” in the search box. All donations go to Peoria 
Friendship House. Please join us in supporting this 
event and Peoria Friendship House. 

If you have any questions or would like additional          
information, please contact Paul Grove by e-mail  at 
pdg1101@comcast.net. 

     CONGRATULATIONS 

        2017 GRADUATES 
 

During worship on May 7th the following 2017 graduates 
were    recognized.  We are very proud of their accomplish-
ments to date and wish them great luck with their future 
education and career plans. 

COLLEGE GRADUATES: 

Mikey Martin, son of Rob & Christy Martin, from Knox 
College,with a Bachelor’s in Economics. 

Lauren Phillips, granddaughter of Paul & Nancy Phillips, 
from Eureka College with a Bachelor’s in English Writing. 

Ashley Spears, granddaughter of Larry & Phyllis France, 
from Blackburn College with a Bachelor’s in Biology. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: 

Mason Boland, grandson of Bobby & Cindy Courtney, 
from Richwoods High School, going on to ICC for 2 
years. 

RJay Pilgrim, son of Karen & Earl, from Richwoods High 
School, going to ICC for 2 years. 

Matt Sexton, son of Scott & Gail, from Washington  
Community High School, going to ICC. 

Hannah Tomsovic, daughter of David & Diane, from          
Richwoods High School, going to St. Ambrose University 
in  Iowa, pursuing a Bachelor’s in Exercise Science. 

 

SEMINARY FOR SENIORS RETURNS 
 
This summer, from June 1 through August 3, there will be a learning 
opportunity for adults in our community.  

Here’s how it will work. There are five lessons. Each lesson will be 
offered four different times over a two-week period. If you are out of 
town when the lesson meets, you can choose to attend any of the 
times it is offered. In this way, you can negotiate your summer     
vacations with your learning opportunity. For example… Lesson 1 on 
reading the Bible confessionally will be taught on June 1 at 6:00 
p.m., June 2 at 10:00 a.m., June 8 at 6:00 p.m. and June 9 at 10:00 
a.m. You will need to attend only one of these sessions. The options 
are offered to give you plenty of leeway in making it to all the       
sessions.  

If you can’t physically attend the church, materials from the course 
will be available through email. 
 

The course title is “Exploring the Bible”—What if the most fundamen-
tal need of the church is learning again to read and teach the Bible 
confessionally? How can we connect with this old book that claims to 
have good news that many people can only perceive as bad news? 
How can we read Scripture in ways that are not offensive to our intel-
lect and yet inspiring to our hearts? How can we read Scripture wise-
ly and deeply? Is it possible for the Bible to be interesting again to a 
people plagued by boredom?  
 

Dr. Kennedy will lead the course using the textbook The Art of  
Reading Scripture, edited by Ellen F. Davis and Richard B. Hays.   
 

The schedule of topics is as follows: 
 

Lesson 1, Learning Again to Read & Teach the Bible Confessionally 
in the Church: 
 Thursday, June 1 & 8 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 Friday, June 2 & 9 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Lesson 2, Why I Read & Teach the Bible Nonliterally – Scripture as 
Story, Narrative, Metaphor, and Analogy  
 Thursday, June 15 & 22 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 Friday, June 16 & 23 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Lesson 3, The Truth of Scripture Found in the Living of It 
 Thursday, June 29, July 6 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 Friday, June 30, July 7 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Lesson 4, How Christians Thrive in an Age that Discounts all Big 
Stories — Reading the Scriptures in a Postmodern Age 
 Thursday, July 13 & 20 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 Friday, July 14 & 21 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Lesson 5, Put Down Your Literal Bible and Walk Away: Critical    
Traditioning — The Bible Interpreting the Bible 
 Thursday July 27, August 3 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 Friday July 28, August 4 @ 10:00 a.m. 

The cost of the course is $20. 

Pre-Registration is required. Please call the church office at  
309-682-5491 or email us at office@fbcpeoria.com  
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
 Ruth Turner    Happy Dean  
 Pam Orrill  Barb Twist 
 Rose Kimpling     Carol Conover   
 Marvin Olson  Jay McGee    
 Alyssa Russell     Wally Webber   
 Bob Brown  Rosemary Walk 
 Renato Blancaflor    Dorothy Cumming  
 Jacquelyn Kellogg 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Jake Teel (Cornelia & Mark Teel’s nephew) 

DINING OUT GROUP 
 

The Dining Out Group will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, May 
19th, at Logan’s in East Peoria. Please let John or Jen Dusek 
know if you will be attending or would like to attend.  

SAVE THE DATE 
Heart of Illinois Chorus Spring Show will be in the Illinois  
Central College Performing Arts Bldg. Tuesday, May 16th, at 
7:30 p.m.  Eureka Middle School Chorus, directed by Jeff 
Walker, will perform.  Admission is free. 

ABW MAY CIRCLES 
 
Circle of Friends will meet on Tuesday, May 16th, at 12:30 p.m. for a 
spring luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 16th, at 7:00 
p.m., in the First Baptist Church parlor.  The book to be reviewed is 
Silver Sparrow by Tayari Jones.   

FBC SOFTBALL SCHEDULE 

The 2017 First Baptist Softball schedule is below.  All games    will 
take place at Northminster Presbyterian Church, 10720 N. Knox-
ville Ave, Peoria.  Everyone is invited to come support the team! 
 

 May 15,  6:30pm  June 26, 6:30pm 
 May 22,  7:15pm  July 10 6:30pm 
 June 5,   5:45pm  July 17 5:45pm 
 June 12, 6:30pm  July 24 7:15pm 
 June 19, 6:30pm  July 31 7:15pm 

August 7 Tournament 1st Round TBD 
August 12 (Sat) Tournament Semifinals &  

Championship Game TBD 


