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The recent shooting in Alexandria, Virginia of members of Congress, capital police, and congressional staff members left me shaken. 
I thought that I should make some attempt at a pastoral response for you, my beloved congregation. Here are the words I wrote on 
the morning of June 14th.  I offer them now as my prayer. 

Reflecting on the awful shooting this morning in Alexandria, Virginia at a baseball practice, my heart went out in prayer to everyone 
wounded.  Louisiana Representative Steve Scalise was one of those shot. I have tried to wrap my mind around this senseless  shoot-
ing, and mostly my mind is a blank. Baseball, America’s sport, interrupted by an act of violence seems incomprehensible to me. In his 
book of essays, Good Company, Stanley Hauerwas begins with this statement: “In his novel The Brothers K, James Duncan deals 
only with matters that matter, namely, God and baseball.” 

How can there be violence at a baseball practice for the Republican team as they prepared for tomorrow’s game against the        
Democrats? A baseball game holds such promise in a government that has almost no bi-partisan activity left. And now it is attacked 
by a solitary gunman and the pundits are already filling social media with blame. This is not the time for blame or recrimination, but for 
prayer and consolation. Let us pray for the wounded. Let us pray for our leaders. Let us pray for peace instead of violence. 

After all, baseball is one of the most peaceful sports in the world. The comedian and host of The Late, Late Show, James Corden, 
says that he has not been able to get into baseball because “it’s like watching people you don’t know have a picnic.” We will forgive 
Mr. Corden’s blasphemy about our game, but notice its pastoral, peaceful nature. Remember George Carlin comparing football to 
baseball and concluding that the goal in baseball is to “be safe at home.” I want us all to be safe at home. 

In the novel The Brothers K an amazing tribute to baseball appears: “I cherish a theory I once heard profounded by G. Q. Durham that 
baseball is inherently antiwar. Baseball players as a group are well-coordinated guys working to make peace more interesting than 
war.” It is my prayer that we will all join the team that works hard and practices long to make peace more interesting than violence and 
war.   

Rowan Williams, in Tokens of Trust, says that God has always had an agenda—a public agenda not hidden from view, an agenda not 
wrapped in mystery or theological jargon: “peace and praise.”    Imagine peace and praise loose in our violent and argumentative cul-
ture. Better than that, practice peace and praise every day.  After all, it’s God agenda. 

REFLECTIONS ON PEACE AND VIOLENCE 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

CONDOLENCES 

We extend our sympathy to Mary Ann Hart and Betty Hart on the 
death of Mary’s daughter and Betty’s niece, Heather Kill.  Heather, 
age 44, passed away on May 27, 2017 in Durango, Colorado after 
a short battle with cancer.   

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of FBC      
member, Mary “Happy” Dean, who died on June 13th at Lutheran 
Hillside Village.  Services were held on Sunday, June 18th at First 
Baptist. 



WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 

JUNE 25, 2017, THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“MISSION AND MAINTENANCE IN THE CHURCH” 
Luke 10:1-20   

“Communities are to be distinguished,” says Benedict Anderson, “by the style in which they are imagined.” The church is an imagined 
community. It is constituted in specific ways through the meanings it has been given over time by those who were here before us. 
What kind of church has our historical, corporate imagination produced over the decades? How do we see our role in the church? Are 
we in mission to the world or giving most of our time and money to maintenance work? This is not a negative dualism because the 
church needs both, but needs them to be balanced.  

If we are going to imagine our church as different, Scripture and prayer will need to be the source of Christian imagination. We are not 
likely to be that easily convinced because Scripture seems so boring and prayer so passive. How can we imagine a church from 
Scripture and prayer? 

Luke imagines the church in today’s Gospel reading. The church Luke imagines begins with the words of Jesus: Pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send more laborers to the harvest. 

Music: ""By Faith" — Karen Pilgrim 

Welcome Center:  Janet Middleton 

Sanctuary flowers on June 25th will be provided by Jim and Arlene Wise in celebration of the 70th wedding anniversary of Earl & Lois 
Markle on June 14th and Jim and Arlene wise on June 22nd. (Rescheduled from June 18th.) 

 
JULY 2, 2017, FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“EVERYBODY’S A CRITIC”  
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30   

Jesus offers cultural critique: “But to what will I compare this generation?”  Culture critique is a growth industry in America.  From 
scholarly tomes to barbershop chatter to garden variety Baptist preachers, everybody knows exactly what is wrong with America.  The 
woods are full of critics.  They multiply like rabbits on Noah’s mythical ark.  Rush rumbling and grumbling is only one of the multifari-
ous voices of opinion.  I hope you have a wonderful 4th of July and that you really take some time to remember how fortunate we are 
and what a marvelous place this is to live, but it seems everybody’s a critic with a bushel of opinions.   

 Music:  ""Come Unto Me" —Praise Band 

Welcome Center:  Staci Payton 

IN GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of Edward and    
Margaret “Peg” Orth, who through the form of a trust fund, left a 
substantial gift to our church. Peg (deceased 2015) and their 
daughter, Kathy (deceased 2016), were both members of First 
Baptist Church of Peoria.  Edward, a member of St. Thomas 
Catholic Church, continued their support of First Baptist Church 
until his death in 2016.   

Gifts such as theirs acknowledge the love that a family has for 
their church and proclaims their faith in the future of FBC and 
the special programs and activities we provide for our members 
and the greater-Peoria-area faith community. 

We at FBC of Peoria are sincerely grateful to the Orth family for 
creating this enduring legacy.  The financial planning and    
generosity of families like the Orths contribute greatly to FBC’s 
continued ministry to our congregation, our community and the 
world.  

Wayne Nowlan, Moderator 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  

I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”—Matthew 25:35 
 

In times of loss or struggle, after a fire or flood, and when      
communities struggle to overcome the chronic absence of water, 
food or economic opportunity, First Baptist Church of Peoria is 
present through the work of One Great Hour of Sharing.  Made 
possible through your gifts. 

Our goal this year is $2,000. THANK YOU for your prayerful   
consideration for this year’s offering, which will be  
taken on June 25.  More information can be found at  
www.ABC-OGHS.org.  



July 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 8AM Men’s  

    Breakfast 

2 COMMUNION SUN. 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 

. 
 

3 CHURCH   

  OFFICE CLOSED 
 

4 CHURCH   

  OFFICE CLOSED 
8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel)  

5  

5:15PM Guitar 
Rehearsal 

6  

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 

6PM Seminary 
for Seniors  
Lesson 5 (chapel) 

7  

10AM Seminary 
for Seniors  
Lesson 5 
(chapel) 

 

8 

9  

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 

10  

11AM Heart-
warming Hats 
6:30PM FBC 
Softball Game 

11  

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel)  
6:30PM Board 
Meetings 

12  

5:15PM Guitar 
Rehearsal 

13  

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
 

14  

 

15 

16  

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 
11:15AM Exec. Mtg. 

17  

6:30PM FBC 
Softball Game 

18  

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel)  

19  

5:15PM Guitar 
Rehearsal 

20  

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
 

21  

6:30PM Gourmet 
Group (var. loc.) 

22 

23  

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 

24  

7:15PM FBC 
Softball Game 

25  

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel)  

26  

5:15PM Guitar 
Rehearsal 

27  

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
 

28  

6:30PM Dining 
Out (var. loc.) 

29 

30  

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 

31  

7:15PM FBC 
Softball Game 

     

Please bring non-perishable food donations to 
place in the blue shopping cart in the Warm Room 
on July 2nd.  Your July food donations will benefit 

the West Mark Food Pantry. 

August 12-13, 2017 

DON’T FORGET: DINING OUT IN JUNE 

Friday, June 23 @ 6:30 p.m., Bernardi's, 
12200 N. Brentfield Dr., Dunlap.  Let John or 
Jen Dusek know if you will be attending.   
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

SEMINARY FOR SENIORS: 

EXPLORING THE BIBLE 
 
Due to low attendance for the second week of lesson repeats, 
we have changed the schedule to eliminate the third and fourth 
repeat of each lesson and move the following lessons up a 
week.  Below is the new schedule. 

Lesson 3: The Truth of Scripture Found in the Living of It 

Thursday, Jun. 22 @ 6:00 p.m.  & Friday, Jun. 23 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Lesson 4:  How Christians Thrive in an Age that   
Discounts all Big Stories — Reading the Scriptures  

in a Postmodern Age 

Thursday, June 29 @ 6:00 p.m. & Friday, June 30 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Lesson 5: Put Down Your Literal Bible and Walk Away:  
Critical Traditioning — The Bible Interpreting the Bible 

Thursday, July 6 @ 6:00 p.m. & Friday, July 7 @ 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

NEW COMMITTEES FORMED 
The Executive Committee is pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of two new committees:  

 

A Social Events Committee to plan special receptions, our 
annual picnic, Consecration Sunday dinner, and our Annual   
Meeting dinner.  Members are: Marti Atwater, Chris Blancaflor, 
Pam Miller, Nancy Stone, Pat Sheikh, and Bonna Zimmerman, 
with Louise Heimann acting as a special adviser / planner to the 
committee. 
 

An FBC Peoria Constitution Committee to review our FBC 
Peoria constitution for possible updates, inconsistencies, and  
efficiencies vis a vis the way we are currently following our   
constitution. Any changes proposed by the committee will be 
presented to the membership for final approval. Questions or 
ideas relating to the constitution can be given to the committee 
members:  Thom Lacy, Chairman, Paul Phillips, Char Austin 
and Joan Trotter, with Judy Tellier acting as a special adviser. 

 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to these members for agreeing to 
serve on these new committees. 

Wayne Nowlan,  
Moderator 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR  

HOLIDAY JULY 3 AND 4. 


