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Are you frustrated over the attempts of some preachers to define what it means to be Christian with secular political labels? Will we 
ever get it through our heads that God is not the exclusive property of politicians or preachers? Can the church sweep the labels out 
the back door with the morning trash and reclaim our historic identity as followers of Jesus? Being a Republican or a Democrat 
doesn't make us Christians.  

Did you know that the church didn’t start with squabbles over being liberal and conservative? The church started with the good news 
of the gospel of Jesus. Then the church went about the business of showing the world how the people of the gospel lived? Have we 
forgotten the earliest description of the church in Acts 2:  “Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 
and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the    
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy   
person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at 
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the 
apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means ‘son of encouragement’). 37He sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the 
money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” 

Don’t you remember that the church’s first big issue was not abortion or gay rights,, but the sharing of food? You can’t get more      
political than that, because whoever controls the bread has the power. The issue was over whether the Hebrew widows were getting 
more than their fair share of bread as compared to the portion given to Gentile widows. In other words, the church has always had 
divisions. The church solved the sharing of bread issue  by inventing “deacons” to serve.  

Now, we define loyalties with “conservative” or “liberal” instead of “Christian” and “Baptist.” Can you remember when we were         
not crippled by our labels of conservative and liberal? Our denominational loyalties have been obscured by our secular political     
allegiances. Once we were American Baptists—a people who supported the abolition of slavery, separation of church and state, civil 
rights, the rights of workers, support of public schools, and women as ordained pastors. And now other Baptists, like the Southern 
Baptist, Paige Patterson, spread lies about us. He told the Baptist World Alliance that the SBC was withdrawing its membership from 
the group because of the influence of those liberal American Baptists. There are about 2.5 million American Baptists and more than 
half of them are conservatives. Paige Patterson just needed a scapegoat to cover up his bad manners of dropping out of the world- 
wide association of Baptists; because if the Southern Baptists can’t run something, they will run from it.  

I’m tired of political labels crippling the work of the church. I refuse to fit in anyone’s categories. Sometimes I’m liberal; sometimes I’m 
conservative. I have nothing in common with those electronic soul molesters who hurl their political agenda in a tidy, cultural gospel of 
wealth, health and worldly power. I am sick of being identified with preachers who preach “Take up your cross and relax.” “Take up 
your cross and get in touch with your inner beauty and positive self-esteem.” “Take up your cross and get rich.” “Take up your cross 
and send a hurricane through New Orleans to flood the homes of poor people and blow other people’s houses to smithereens.”  

 

(continued inside) 

SOME DAYS I'M LIBERAL; SOME DAYS I'M CONSERVATIVE 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 



WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 

JULY 16, 2017, SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“A GENEROUS GOD” 

Romans 8:1-11 & Matthew 13:1-9  

Why did Jesus tell parables?  Here’s a clue: “The kingdom of God is like.”  The parables deal with one basic question: What is God 
like?  Everyone has opinions about God.  Even the atheists write books describing the God in whom they don’t believe.  Conservative 
evangelicals fill the television and the media outlets with their version of what God is like.  On and on this preaching goes, this       
belligerent God-talk, this toxic message that demeans and wrecks the reputation of God. Why do preachers feel the need to assault 
the reputation of God with such outlandish claims? There are enough preachers across this country telling people that God is a God 
of wrath and punishment. God's reputation has been hijacked by zealots who have distorted God's image and failed to show the   
softer, gentler side of God. I believe these pictures of God are a case of biblical photo-shopping that paint a false picture of God's 
reality. This sermon offers a different picture for us to hang in the living rooms of our minds - a gentler God.   

Music: "Savior's Shadow" - Sally Tiessen and Doug Miller 

Welcome Center:  Janet Middleton 

JULY 23, 2017, SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“LONG LIVE THE WEEDS”  
Genesis 28:10-19a &   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  

Our story is about weeds found in the garden of God.  Religious faith always has existed with the tendency to throw people out of the 
garden of God. We seem almost embarrassed to allow people into our "paradise." How odd of us religious types. 

To start our mental engagement with the story, let me offer you a few testimonials from poetry and Scripture.   

To paraphrase Robert Frost: “Before I PULLED A WEED from God’s garden, I'd ask to know if what I was pulling was a weed or not, 
and if in pulling the weed I would damage the wheat. Something there is that doesn't love a weed, that wants it up and gone, but   
before I pulled a weed from God’s garden, I’d ask, “Lord do you want us to pull the weeds?”   

From Gerhard Manley Hopkins, whom we should read and quote at every opportunity:   “What would the world be, once bereft Of wet 
and wildness?   Let them be left, O let them be left, wildness and wet, Long live the weeds and the wilderness yet.”   

A Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, respected by all the people: “So in the present case, I tell you, keep away from 
these men and let them alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be 
able to overthrow them—in that case you may even be found fighting against God!”   

And most important of all, what does Jesus say?  Of all things, Jesus says, “Leave the weeds alone.”   

These are words that have been thrown into the teeth of a wicked tendency of the Church – the weed pulling tendency.  What will it 
take for the churches to abandon the obsession with pulling weeds from the garden of God?    

 Music:  "Lamb of God" - Courtney Soto 

Welcome Center:  Staci Payton 

The 6th Annual First Baptist Summer Music Festival will take 

place on Saturday, August 12th, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and 

Sunday, August 13th, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m..  Saturday’s 

activities include performances by Higher Ground, an invitational 

Festival Chorus, and guest musicians from across the Peoria 

area.  Sunday’s events include an outdoor, music-filled worship 

service and picnic.  If you're interested in volunteering to help 

with the event, please contact Sally Tiessen or Mark Grizzard.  

Mark your calendars to enjoy the summer weather,  

good food, and a variety of great live music! 

August 12-13, 2017 



PRAYER  CONCERNS 

Ruth Turner Pam Orrill  Rose Kimpling  
Carol Conover  Marvin Olson Jay McGee    
Alyssa Russell  Wally Webber  Rosemary Walk 
Paul Phillips Mary Hinch  John Hart 
Karen Dainty Jacquelyn Kellogg Dorothy Cumming 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Hope Teel (Mark Teel’s mother) 

Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 
Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 

CONDOLENCES 

We extend our sympathy to Diane Brown and family on the 
death of Diane’s husband and FBC member, Bob Brown.  Bob 
passed away on June 22nd after a short battle with cancer.  
Services were held at First Baptist on June 29, 2017. 

 

SOME DAYS I'M LIBERAL; SOME DAYS I'M CONSERVATIVE 
(continued from cover) 

In agreement with Will Campbell, one of my mentors, I’m a conservative when it comes to the government keeping its nose out of 
religion, morality and my relationship with Jesus. Only a liberal would want the government to write prayers for our children when they 
should be learning to pray at church. Only a liberal would want public school students to study the Bible taught by somebody who 
graduated from Bob Jones University or Jerry Falwell’s Liberty University. Only a liberal would want the Ten Commandments       
plastered all over government property. I’m not sure why these Christians decided to make such an issue out of insisting on posting 
the Jewish 10 Commandments in federal buildings or state grounds. Judge Roy Moore of Alabama installed a two-and-a-half-ton 
monument in the lobby of the Alabama Judicial Building. Ironically, the Ten Commandments emblazoned on that block of granite  
became known as “Roy’s Rock.” In other words, it’s a piece of idolatrous junk. We probably don’t have the skills to recognize idolatry 
any more, but busloads of Christians would visit “Roy’s Rock”, drop to their knees, and pray in front of the granite monument. Idolatry! 
One protester screamed when he learned that the court had ordered the monument’s removal, “Get your hands off my God!” Any        
questions? The 10 Commandments are to be obeyed not worshiped.  

Look, I’m too old-fashioned for all this silliness. I want to hang on to the Bible – all of it – and the First Amendment to the Constitution. 
Look, the church has enough problems without the government interfering in what we do. I don’t want big government interfering in 
my theological convictions, how I worship, what I read, what I watch on television, or how I decide to make personal decisions. I want 
liberals who want the government to control  private lives and moral decisions to leave us conservatives alone. In return, I’ll leave 
them alone.  

Whether you are conservative or liberal pales in comparison to whether or not you are Christian! So drop the labels and love one  
another!  

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH MEMORIAL GARDEN   

A First Baptist Church Memorial Garden area is being created (pictured below left).  You will be able to  purchase a resin stone with 
a memorial message engraved on it (pictured below right) which will be placed in the garden area.  Each stone will cost 
$50.00.  During July, Janet Middleton will be in Fellowship Hall following worship with a resin stone for you to see and to answer any 
questions you might have regarding the resin stones and the garden." 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

  HEALTH TIPS:   
 WEIGHT-LOSS PRODUCTS 

                     —May Clinic Health Letter, Nov. 2015 

 
Herbal weight-loss products come in to and go out of favor.  
Those containing ephedrine or high doses of caffeine are of 
concern for their long-term safety, particularly in relation to 
their cardiovascular effects. 
 
Others may be of value, but only the test of time and more   
extensive testing will determine their full risks and benefits. 
 
If you want to try more alternative weight-loss options, do so 
in consultation with your doctor.  There’s no magic to    
achieving and maintaining a healthy weight, but the closest 
thing to it might be establishing long-term healthy habits 
around diet and exercise. 
 

Lurene Ladd,  
Parish Nurse  
(309) 691-2054 

SEMINARY FOR SENIORS: 

EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

Lesson 5: Put Down Your Literal Bible and Walk Away:  
Critical Traditioning — The Bible Interpreting the Bible 

Thursday, July 13 @ 6:00 p.m. & Friday, July 14 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Dining Out Group 

The Dining Out Group will be going to Sonny's on Friday, July 
28, at 6:30 p.m.  Sonny's is located at 7327 N. Galena Road, 
Peoria.  

Reservations for 15 to 20 people have been made, but John or 
Jen Dusek would still like a head count. If you plan to attend, 
please call Jen at (309) 231-6389 or John at (309) 472-9575, or  
e-mail them at the_j_family@yahoo.com. 


