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While I was on vacation, the horror that unfolded at the University of Virginia, has stayed on my mind. I will not soon recover from the 
images of white people marching with torches, Nazi flags, and the Confederate flag in support of bigotry, hatred, and violence. I will 
not overcome the embarrassment that one of the leaders of this atrocity was a Louisianan named David Duke. I feel a deep need to 
make sure that you know that racism is an entrenched enemy that we never accept. 

Racism is spreading - a gangrene on the conscience of America. Now it includes our treatment of Muslims, immigrants, the poor of all 
races, gays, and European socialists, especially if they are French. There's a spooky quality about this mysterious time zone in which 
we are lost: Confederate soldiers, barefoot, starving, marching in ragged lines rise out of the fog. Long lines of shackled slaves cry out 
across the bloody landscape. Jim Crow keeps returning, dressed in different costumes and making different speeches but is still the 
same monster. The KKK rises and falls and rises again from the primordial muck of human hatred. After all, it hasn't been quite a  
century since the KKK held one of its largest rallies at the fairgrounds in Dayton, Ohio, and at one time, had 400,000 members in Ohio 
(From research by William Trollinger, University of Dayton history professor).   

Race is a virus artificially implanted in our civilization at the dawn of modernity, and it is so pernicious and so persistent that it shows 
back up in every generation in a different strain. Like a flu shot that can't account for all the variations of the flu, there's no one       
antidote that can eliminate racism. If we could ever overcome our fears, we could actually do something about racism as a church. 
We could become a multi-racial congregation, but our efforts would be stymied by those who would reassure us that African        
Americans have their own worship and white people have their own worship. It's a flimsy excuse, but it makes American churches the 
most segregated institutions in the nation.  

We admit that racists have gotten smarter, smoother, more sophisticated, and more dangerous. White supremacists and Nazis are 
grumbling and marching for "white rights" because these whiners want us to swallow the lie that they are being deprived and facing 
discrimination. Like conservative Christians, they even think they are being persecuted. Racism has a cartoonish but deadly serious 
caricature: his name is Jim Crow, and like a Zombie he is hard to kill. If ever there was an illegal alien in this country, his name is Jim 
Crow. He should be deported to hell! Maybe we could get the cops from the movie “Men in Black” to send Jim Crow to alien hell.  

Will Campbell said we would make no progress on race until we realized it was a theological problem. Campbell believed the race 
problem had more to do with the universality of human sinfulness and the sovereignty of God than with the secular politics of the day. 
Will thought the integrationists and segregationists needed repentance. Well, I think Will would have delighted in J. Cameron Carter's 
book, Race: A Theological Account. Carter argues that it was the Christian mistreatment of the Jews that created the metaphorical 
construct called race.• Christian theology became anti-Semitic and biologized itself so as to racialize itself. This gave birth to the    
notion of white supremacy. As a result, Christianity became the cultural property of the West, the religious ground of white supremacy, 
and global control by colonialism, empire-building, slavery, genocide,  and discrimination.  A host of demons followed in the white 
wake and don't forget the missionaries blessing the entire evil system. In short, Christianity and colonialism became the Siamese 
twins of racism. This is how the Great Commission of Matthew 28 became the biblical mandate to spread racism around the globe in 
the disguise of missionary work. The so-called race problem is a theological problem involving us.   

As Christians with theological memories we know what to do: confession, repentance, and reconciliation. This is Theology 101. It 
doesn't get any more basic than this. We need to go on asking African-Americans for forgiveness and go on repenting of the         
unacceptable presence of racism in our nation.  

RACISM IS 100% PURE EVIL 
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 



WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 

AUGUST 27, 2017, TWELTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“DISCERNMENT IS CHURCH WORK” 
  Matthew 16:13-20  

In a culture where people have forsaken critical thinking for criti-
cism, bitterness, and hatred, the church needs to come back to 
the biblical art of discernment. Instead of voting on issues, we 
need to be working out our differences, praying for the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, doing our homework, and then reaching con-
sensus together. Discernment is true church work.  . 

Music:  "My World Needs You Right Now" —Praise Band 

Welcome Center:  Delores Swigart 
 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2017, THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“PRACTICING CHRISTIANS”  
Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28      

I, Dr. Rodney Kennedy, have a novel suggestion. Let's just   
practice the Christianity we know to be true. Practicing Christians 
may turn the tide against an encroaching secularism. Here is our 
hope for the future! When you are using a GPS on your phone, 
the voice giving directions will often say, when you make a 
wrong turn, "Recalculating." That's what we are going to do at 
FBC Peoria: Recalculate our Direction, our Practices, our Future. 
I invite your participation. 

Music:  "Sanctuary" —trombone trio 

Welcome Center:  Janet Middleton 

RECEIPTS YTD Actual YTD Budget Variance 

Pledges 162,726.96 175,000.00 -12,273.04 

Plate Off’ring 25,992.08 37,916.65 -11,924.57 

Rental 2,827.00 4,666.65 -1,839.65 

Other Suppl. 10,200.15 10,200.15 0 

Total Rcpts. 201,746.19 227,783.45 -26,037.26 

2017 YTD RECEIPTS & VARIANCE 

ABW SEPTEMBER MEETINGS 
You are invited to our ABW September Brunch on Saturday, 
September 9th, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  We are going on 
an Asian Travelogue with Bernie and Barb Drake.  It should be 
Great Fun!!  Devotions will be given by Sharon Stanard. 

Cost is $4 at the door.  Please feel free to bring guests.  Just let 
Carolyn know by phone, 685-1388, or email 
csimk@comcast.net..  All Ladies are welcome!! 

Circle of Friends will  meet on Tuesday, September 19th, at 
12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for a potluck lunch. 

Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 
19th, at 7:00 p.m., in the church parlor to discuss books  for the 
upcoming year. 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

Since the committee has been searching for a pastor for a year, 
we thought it would be appropriate to give the congregation an 
update. First, a few facts: The committee has been meeting   
regularly for a year. We have reviewed over 75 resumes. We 
attended the Face to Face event earlier this year. While at Face 
to Face, we met with our executive minister, Paul Gibson. Our 
regional pastor, Adrian Lamkin has met with us several times. 
Now that Adrian has accepted an interim pastor position, we 
have met with our new regional pastor, Rex Rogers. 

In addition, we are aware that Second Baptist Church of Peoria, 
First Baptist Church of East Peoria, and First Baptist Church of 
Bloomington are all looking for a senior pastor. In all, there are 
22 churches in the region looking for Senior Pastors. Similar to 
other professions, many pastors have achieved or passed the 
traditional retirement age. 

Our committee continues to meet. We continue to have new  
candidates enter the process. We have had some disappoint-
ments, but we are not discouraged. The committee takes the 
guidance we received from the congregation during the church-
wide survey seriously. We continue to look for a candidate with 
strong preaching skills. The challenge is locating a strong      
candidate that has the desire to Pastor our church and is willing 
to move their family to Peoria.  

Again, let me emphasize we are still encouraged. As long as we 
are having discussions and conducting interviews with qualified 
candidates, we are confident we will find our Senior Pastor.   
Adrian Lamkin has advised us this search will happen in God’s 
time, not in the people’s time. We ask for your continued support 
and for your prayers.  

Paul Grove 
Search Committee Chairman 

FBC TRIVIA QUIZ ANSWERS 
 

Here are the answers to our Aug. 8th trivia quiz. They were taken 
from the Peoria Historical Society, History of the First Baptist 
Church, 1936.  For more FBC of Peoria history, see the book, First 
Baptist Church of Peoria, Celebrating 175 Years, edited by Bernie 
Drake.  A copy can be borrowed from the church library and office. 

1. When established in 1836, FBC had 10 members (6 men and 
4 women). 

2. FBC had five meeting locations—the Peoria County Court-
house, a church built on Hamilton Blvd., a purchased building 
at the corner of  Madison and Fayette Streets, a new church 
built  at the corner of Hamilton Blvd. and Glen Oak Ave., and 
the current building at 411 W. Lake Ave. 

3. FBC split twice.  The second split was in 1878 over the adop-
tion of a new church covenant abstain from use of intoxicating 
drinks. Peoria Baptist Church was formed by those who split 
from FBC and its members were referred to as “Whiskey Bap-
tists.” 

4. FBC is believed to be the only church in the history of Peoria 
to have a church choir strike.   



September 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

 8AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
(Fell.Hall) 

3 COMMUNION SUN. 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 
           Time 

4   LABOR DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED. 

5  

 8AM FBC Ex. 
        (Chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
      (Parlor) 
 

6 

5:15PM Guitar 
  Rehearsal 
 

7 

 8AM FBC Ex. 
         (Chapel) 

8 

 6:30PM Gourmet 
Group (var. loc.) 

9 

 10AM ABW  
         Brunch 
     (Fell. Hall) 

10 BACK TO CHURCH 

            SUNDAY 
 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
10AM Children’s SS 
11AM Fellowship 
           Time 

11 

 11AM Heart-
warming Hats 

12 

 8AM FBC Ex. 
        (Chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
         (Parlor) 
6:30PM Board 
          Meetings 

13 

5:15PM Guitar 
  Rehearsal 
6PM Bell Reh. 
6:45PM Choir 
   Rehearsal 

14 

 8AM FBC Ex. 
         (Chapel) 
4:30PM FRUT 
 Comm. Mtg. 
    (Parlor) 

15 16 

17 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
10AM Children’s SS 
11AM Fellowship 
           Time 
11:20 Adult Learning 
          (Chapel) 
12:05PM Executive 
               Comm. Mtg. 

18  

10AM MUGS 2 
(@Panera’s) 

19 

 8AM FBC Ex. 
         (Chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
       (Parlor) 
11AM Circle of  
          Friends  
        (Fell. Hall) 
7PM Eve. Lit. 
Circle (Parlor) 

20 

5:15PM Guitar 
  Rehearsal 
6PM Bell Reh. 
6:45PM Choir 
   Rehearsal 

21 

 8AM FBC Ex. 
         (Chapel) 

22 

 6:30PM Dining 
        Out Group 
         (var. loc.) 

23 

  

24 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship 
11AM Fellowship 
           Time 
11:20AM Adult Lrng. 
               (Chapel) 

25 

10AM MUGS 2 
(@Panera’s) 

26 

 8AM FBC Ex. 
         (Chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
         (Parlor) 

27 

5:15PM Guitar 
  Rehearsal 
6PM Bell Reh. 
6:45PM Choir 
   Rehearsal 

28 

 8AM FBC Ex. 
         (Chapel) 

29 

 9AM Hines 
School Emerg. 
Evacuation Drill 

30 

 

 Please bring non-perishable food donations on September 3rd 

and leave them in the blue shopping cart in the Warm Room.  

September food donations will benefit the West Mark food    

pantry.  Thank you for your support of this community mission 

project. 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Sharon Polakow Patricia Lang Rose Kimpling   
Ruth Turner Pam Orrill Jay McGee    
Carol Conover  Marvin Olson Rosemary Walk 
Alyssa Russell  Wally Webber  John Hart 
Paul Phillips Mary Hinch Jacquelyn Kellogg 
Dorothy Cumming 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Hope Teel (Mark Teel’s mother) 

Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 
Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

Following worship services in Fellowship Hall on Sept. 10th, the 
Pastoral Relations Committee and the newly-formed Social 
Events Committee will host a reception for Dr. Kennedy on his 
one-year anniversary as our pastor.   
 

Please plan to stay to greet Pastor Kennedy and thank him for his 
marvelous service to FBC of Peoria over the past year! 
 

Wayne Nowlan, Moderator 

SAVE THE DATE 
RUTH TURNER 100-YEAR OPEN HOUSE 
 

Longtime FBC member, Ruth Turner, will be turning 100 in 
September.  Let’s celebrate with her! 

Saturday, September 16, 1:30-3:30  
Chapel – Lutheran Hillside Village Care Center (Bldg. 31) 

Cards may be sent to:  Ruth Turner, Lutheran Hillside Village 
Care Center Bldg. 31, 6901 N. Galena Road, Peoria, IL 
61614. 


