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As more and more people leave the church, I wonder if they are conscious of being part of a movement that is leading to the demise 
of Christianity in America. Will post-Christian humanity have the creativity and energy to create neighbors; to elevate love,              
forgiveness, graciousness? Or more likely, will they simply descend into triviality and narcissism. Before I left what has given hope 
and light to  generations, I would ask what I was putting in its place. 

Perhaps the passing of Christianity will leave us with nihilism. As David Bentley Hart puts it, "The story of the crucified God took     
everything to itself, and so in departing takes everything with it: habits of reverence and restraint, awe, the command of the good with-
in us. Only the will persists, set before the abyss of limitless possibility, seeking its way or forging its way in the dark." 

Do those who have deserted the church really believe that our culture's obsession with acquisition, wealth, celebrity, distraction,    
entertainment, and therapy is the way to a flourishing and meaningful life? We have embraced every falsehood Jesus warned us to 
avoid, especially the worship of wealth. There are only two kinds of people left: the wealthy and those who desire to be wealthy.    
Perhaps our whole political, social, and economic existence will be reduced to that reality. Somehow I doubt that the trifles of a world 
that replaces worship with television, shopping, and the Internet is prepared to make us a better people. 

The descent into the hell of the banal, the trivial, the idiocy of reality television should be feared, but there's a worse direction a post-
Christian world may take. When the only god is the will—the fierce human will of the strongest and the richest—we may be left only 
with monstrosity. The religion that gave us an eye for an eye granted humanity a reprieve from the unconditional violence of the an-
cients. The faith that gave us unconditional love gave us hope for a world without monsters. Take away that faith and we are on the 
edge of our own capacity, as a people, to destroy or corrupt what we once treated with reverence and respect. 

Martin Heidegger claims that nihilism arises from human forgetfulness toward the mystery of being aided by the desire to master   
reality by the exercise of human power. This exercise of the will, with its attendant power, has brought us to the age of technology. 
The danger, says Heidegger, is that we can view the world as nothing more than a neutral reserve of material resources waiting to be 
exploited by us. In other words, "It's just business," or "It's just politics," or "It's just business politics." Technological mastery has   
become for us our only convincing model of truth. 

This wholesale desertion of the church allows the false gods to return. Instead of prayer and worship, there's watching television and 
trolling the Internet. Instead of service and mission there's football and basketball and concerts. Instead of God, there is Science.    
No doubt, science has been good to us, but the scientists and philosophers who now teach that science is to be spelled with a      
capital "S" and that all moral values are corrigible and elective is a dangerous idolatry. To make a god of Science, to insist that      
Science alone gives us the objective, literal truth is for Science to become a secular version of Christian fundamentalism. Ironically. 
fundamentalism was originally an absurd and reactive mimicry of modern scientific positivism. This odd attempt to subject the Bible to 
the scientific method has given us an array of false ideologies ("a pack of lies"); creationism, literalism, and that elephant in the hall of 
falsehood, American Christianity, which is more American than Christian. 

(continued on next page, column 2) 

THOUGHTS WHILE READING ATHEIST DELUSIONS: THE CHRISTIAN  

REVOLUTION AND ITS FASHIONABLE ENEMIES BY DAVID BENTLEY HART . . .  
By:  The Reverend Dr. Rodney Kennedy 



WORSHIP SERVICES 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP TIME 

 

AUGUST 13, 2017, SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“ALL MUSIC SERVICE” 

   

Our Annual Summer Music Festival wraps up with a special out-
door, music-filled Sunday service, led by the Chancel Choir, 
Higher Ground, the Youth Band, and soloists. 

 
AUGUST 20, 2017, SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“THE PURPLE CORD SISTERHOOD”  
Matthew 15:21-28    

Gardner Taylor says there is a crimson cord running through the 
Bible that alerts us to God's love. Here is the purple cord that 
shows the indispensable role played by women in the Bible. In    
a culture that can't decide how to actually give women true      
equality and equal pay, this is a needed biblical corrective. Jesus        
elevated the status of women, and so will we. See you in church,          
especially those who belong to the purple cord sisterhood.   

 Music:  “For the Beauty of the Earth"  
                         —Leigh Grizzard and praise band 

Welcome Center:  Bonna Zimmerman 

FBC TRIVIA QUIZ 
 

Below are some trivia questions about First Baptist Church of  
Peoria.  Jot down your answers and check in our next issue to see 
how well you know our church’s history. 

1. How many members did First Baptist Church of Peoria have 
when it was established in 1836 and where did they meet? 

2. In how many locations has the church met since it was      
established in 1836? 

3. FBC membership survived dissension among the member-
ship on two occasions: 1859 at the time of the Civil War and 
again in 1878 when several members left and formed the 
Peoria Baptist Church.  What was the cause of the split, and 
by what name did people refer to the members of the newly 
formed Peoria Baptist Church? 

4. There are some notable firsts for FBC—the first Baptist 
church in Peoria, the first church in Peoria to have a bell, and 
the first building in Peoria to have gas lighting.  There was 
another notable and humorous first. Do you know what it 
was? 

UPCOMING MISSIONARY VISIT 
On August 20 American Baptist missionaries Larry & Rebecca 
Stanton will visit our church. The Stantons currently serve in 
Hungary and will talk to us about their work. Larry & Rebecca 
will have some time to speak to us during the worship service 
and will lead our adult Sunday School session at 11:15. Please 
join us to hear about their important work. 

THOUGHTS WHILE READING … 
(continued from cover page) 

Leaving church is not the elixir people think it is. As the nation 
becomes more post-Christian, magical thinking is back in 
vogue. We treat science as if it were magic. Stanley Hauerwas 
says that we have placed the burden on medical doctors as our 
last hope of getting off this planet alive. He suggests that when 
faced with a life-threatening illness we would rather have a 
good doctor than a good priest. Our magical thinking also   
includes our politics where we hear the truth, call it a lie, and 
kick the can of responsibility down the interstate. Somehow we 
are simply blind to the false gods creating an environment 
where real monsters can be bred and real terrors summoned 
out of the depths of nature. 

If we are going to cast off the institution that gave birth to    
science, that gave hope to millions, that created universities 
and hospitals and made charity a common thread of decent 
people; if we are going to throw away the human dignity that 
arose from the free grace of God, we should at least have 
enough sense to see that we are replacing it with a big glob of 
nothing. I'm not sure what people will do, but, as for me, I am 
going to hang on for dear life to the church in all its fragility and 
glory. 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

Following worship services in Fellowship Hall on Sept. 10th, 
the Pastoral Relations Committee and the newly-formed    
Social Events Committee will host a reception for Dr. Kennedy 
on his One-Year Anniversary.   
 

Please plan to stay to greet Pastor Kennedy and thank him for 
his marvelous service to FBC of Peoria over the past year! 
 

Wayne Nowlan,  
Moderator 

FANTASY FOOTBALL 
 

The Fantasy Football season is about to begin!  First Baptist's 
online fantasy football league is open to all who are interested, 
and it involves creating and managing a "team" of real players 
from various NFL teams and then rooting to see how your  
team stacks up.  Contact Mark Grizzard if you are interested in 
joining, or if you have any questions. 

GIFT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We gratefully acknowledge a generous gift received from the 
estate of Dr. Bill and Jeanette Hart.  Dr. Hart, a long-time     
member of First Baptist Church, died in April 2014.  His wife, 
Jenny, a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, died this past 
June. 
    —Wayne Nowlan, Moderator 



Summer is on the way out the door! School will be starting soon! It's time for 
"Back-to-Church." We are humbly requesting that every member of First 
Baptist Church be present in worship on September 10, 2017. If you have 
missed a Sunday or you haven't been in years, this is a chance to all get 

together for a day of worship and fellowship.  

We are having a baptismal service on September 10!  We are praising God 

and preaching up a storm on September 10! 

Worship at FBC Peoria is worth the trip. Think about it, pray about it, and 
then decide that you will be there as part of a packed house. You will think 

the "good old days" have returned.  

Back to Church? Sure, back to church! There's not a better place to come 

home to than your church! 

See you Sunday, September 10th.  

            —Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

Quest 2017 
 
Members of our youth group had another exhilarating week at Quest in 
July!  Through worship, study, adventure sports, and lakeside activities, 
our youth strengthened their faith and their bonds in amazing ways.  
 
A huge thank you to Liz Siegler for chaperoning the trip, and to this 
church for the incredible support our youth receives. 
 
Mark Grizzard 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Sharon Polakow Patricia Lang Rose Kimpling   

Ruth Turner Pam Orrill Jay McGee    

Carol Conover  Marvin Olson Rosemary Walk 

Alyssa Russell  Wally Webber  John Hart 

Paul Phillips Mary Hinch Jacquelyn Kellogg 

Dorothy Cumming 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Hope Teel (Mark Teel’s mother) 

Ted Osborn (Dr. Rodney Osborn’s brother) 
Stephanie George (Brenda Shay’s daughter) 

        HEALTH TIPS:  FALLS 

If you are a member of FBC and over age 60, please stay off   
ladders. A number of our members have had some serious injuries 
from falls. I should have learned from others, but I didn’t.  I do 
have a heel fracture. I thought I was being     careful, but accidents 
happen. 

I sincerely appreciate the prayers, cards and phone calls I        
received. I hope some of the lessons I’ve learned during this injury 
and healing will make me a better Parish Nurse. Thank you so 
much for your kindness. 
 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse (309) 691-2054 

The 6th Annual First Baptist Summer Music Festival will take place 

on Saturday, August 12th, from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, 

August 13th, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Saturday’s activities will 

include performances by Higher Ground, an invitational Festival   

Chorus, and guest musicians from across the Peoria area.  Sunday’s 

events include an outdoor, music-filled worship service and picnic.  

August 12-13, 2017 

THE DINING OUT GROUP will be going to Sky Harbor August 25 at 6:30 p.m. We would like a head count 

one week prior to the dinner. Please let John or Jen Dusek know if they will be attending!  


