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Yes, Dear 
by Mark Grizzard 

 

As a new husband, I have recently received some marriage advice, “There are just two words you 

need to learn: ‘Yes, Dear.”  Got it.  I’ve been trying it out with mixed success:  

“Can you take out the trash?”   “Yes, dear.” 

“How was your day?”  “Yes, dear.” 

“Why are there empty pizza boxes in the dishwasher?”  “Yes, dear.” 
 

In all seriousness, I’m happy to report that married life is fantastic.  Leigh and I have been             

together for a long time, so the life change doesn’t feel jarring, but rather a solidifying of the     

growth our relationship has undergone over years.  Of course, as we share a home and some every-

day decision-making, we both acknowledge that we each now have a new opinion to take into     

consideration for many decisions that we were in the habit of making ourselves.  It’s a lot of little 

changes, and, as human beings, we get a little bothered by change!  Bizarrely, it’s easy to delude 

ourselves into thinking that things are intended to stay the same.  Even when we are excited about 

things being different, as in my wonderful example, there’s a part of us that feels like the “natural  

order” has been upset.  Do we want things to always be the same?  Of course not!  Yet we often 

need a mental adjustment into a new situation, as if dealing with a loss. 

We don’t have to search very hard in scripture to find examples of people adjusting to new            

circumstances.  World history is full of people trying to hold on to the familiar.  However, 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 says: 

“We do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 

unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 

As we enter into a new season of the year, and a new season of the life of this church, may we fix 

our eyes on the eternal, unchanging love of God, and boldly step into this season together, renewed 

daily by our Creator! 

 



SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP   

 

September 18, 2016 
Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

“ARE WE CRAZY BIBLICALLY? ” 
NT Epistle: I Timothy 1:18-2:14 Gospel: Luke 16:1-13  

The Pastoral Epistles were written so that “you may know how 
one ought to behave in the household of God.” Paul calls out two 
Christians who are behaving badly.  Hymenaeus, in particular, 
has swerved from the truth by claiming that “the resurrection has 
already taken place.” He has made shipwreck of his faith, and     
he has swerved from the truth. According to Paul, such false 
teachers are mentally ill. Surely this is a strong accusation, but 
Paul is really serious about sound gospel preaching.  Let us    
consider how we handle the truth that we have received from the 
Word of God.       

Music:  "Home on the Rock" - Chancel Choir 
 
Welcome Center:  Phil & Mary McAlearney 

 

 

September 25, 2016 
Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

" GODLINESS AND GREEDINESS"  
NT Epistle: I Timothy 6:6-19 Gospel: Luke 16:19-31   

 

Godliness and greediness are slippery because we are not at all 
sure if we are one or the other. At times, we are a mixture of both. 
How do we manage in a world based on an economy of greed to 
be a godly people?  After all, we are called to godly living. 
 

Music:  "King of the World" - Higher Ground 
 
Welcome Center:  Jean Brown, Karen Vickerman 

THANK-YOU NOTES 

“Dear First Baptist Church Family, 

You certainly surprised me with many, many, many birthday cards.  The sharing of your love meant so much to me. Each card had a 
verse that spoke to me at a time when  I needed a lift. Thanks for remembering me in such a beautiful way.   You all are Great! 
 

Sincerely, 
Happy Dean” 

 
The Middleton family would like to thank all of the friends and members of First Baptist Church of Peoria for all of the support we 
received during Mom's illness and following her death.  We would  like to thank you for all of the prayers, love, care, and support 
which have been sent our way through countless cards, messages, meals, visits, memorial donations and so many other acts of 
kindness. Your caring thoughtfulness has been so appreciated by all of us, and we can never thank you enough.   

      —Jim, Janet, and Don Middleton and Family 

 

 

The World Mission Offering  (WMO) gives International Min-
istries (IM) the capacity to maintain over 240 global Chris-
tian partnerships worldwide, nurturing relational networks 
within which global workers are invited to serve and allowing 
IM to identify, evaluate and develop new ministry areas.  
While we support several missionary efforts directly, person-
alized support alone is not sufficient to sustain global work-
ers in their ministries. Support of the WMO is equally vital.   
 
Each year, the World Mission Offering (WMO) casts a spot-
light on a different part of the world—giving American Bap-
tists a personal, front-row seat to the powerful ministries that 
are changing lives for Christ around the globe. This year, 
International Ministries are excited to bring you the story of 
the spiritual revival happening in Baptist churches right now 
in CUBA! 
 
See for yourself; visit  http://www.internationalministries.org. 
 
The WMO enables IM to promote, monitor and evaluate 
strategic mission and development projects identified by our 
global workers and international partners. With a 10% in-
crease in undesignated WMO giving this year, we can fund 
outreach projects for youth in Cuba and the Dominican Re-
public. 
 
Our offering will be taken Sept 25.  Thank you for your 
prayerful support. 
 
First Baptist Mission Board 



CHRISTIAN ED NEWS 
 

We are shaking things up a bit this year in the children’s 
Sunday School, and the kids from nursery through fourth 
grade will be busy the entire time during church.  The 
young’ns, ages newborn through 4 years of age, will meet in 
the nursery, where loving care and fun play will be provided.  
Kids 5 years of age through fourth grade will start with chil-
dren’s choir with our very own     Magnificent Mrs. Dyke at 
10:00 a.m. in the choir room and then move to the High Volt-
age room for some crazy antics and a fun way to learn about 
our Lord and Savior and how to live as He wants us to.  High 
Voltage will wrap up about 11:00 a.m., and the kids will be 
released to join their family in Fellowship Hall.   

The hooligans (just kidding, because they are anything but 
and we all know it!) from fifth grade through high school will 
be on a rotational schedule.  They will be participating in the 
LinC program with the Lovely Lisa Austin, Youth Band with 
the Marvelous Maestro Mark Grizzard, and Youth Group with 
the Master Mind of all things FUN…..drum roll please……
Mark Grizzard.  Mark does a fabulous job of keeping every-
one posted on the FBC Youth Facebook page, so keep an 
eye out for that schedule.  If you are not a member of that 
page, let me know and I can invite you to join; it is what is 
called a private page.   
 

If you have any questions, please let me know.  We look  
forward to ANOTHER fabulous year, 

           —Board of Christian Education and Diane Tomsovic 

INTERIM PASTOR 

The Executive Board has hired Rev. Dr.    
Rodney Kennedy (pictured left) to serve        
as Interim Pastor at First Baptist Church.   
Rev. Kennedy will start his ministry with us 
on Sunday, September 18th.   

 
Rev. Kennedy recently retired from First 
Baptist Church of Dayton, Ohio, where he 

served for 13 years as Senior Pastor.  He retired to Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, with his wife Johnelle. She will remain in Baton Rouge, 
but visit with us from time to time.   We welcome Rev. Kennedy 
and look forward to his ministry with us. 

ABW SEPTEMBER CIRCLES 

Circle of Friends will meet Tuesday, September 20th, at 
12:30 p.m.in the First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall.  We 
will be having a potluck.   
  
Evening Literature Circle will meet Tuesday,  September 
20th, at 7:00 p.m. in the home of Lynnelle Ryan, 825 Anne 
St., Washington, Ill.  We will be choosing the books for the 
year at this meeting.   

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  

WILL MAKE US THINK 
 

This fall’s Adult Sunday School launches September 25 with the 
appearance of a respected and thoughtful local leader, Frank 
Mackaman, addressing a timely subject – “What Accounts for 
Presidential Success?” Mackaman is executive director of the 
Dirksen Congressional Leadership Center and co-author of Ray 
LaHood’s recent memoir, “My Life in Politics.” He has also written 
books on President Gerald Ford and Sen. Everett M. Dirksen and 
is researching one on Bob Michel. Previously Mackaman served 
as director of the Gerald R. Ford Library and Museum and taught 
history and political science at the University of Michigan. As a 
student of politics and politicians over many years, Mackaman 
has concluded that there are ways to predict presidential success 
and will share those ways with us -- just before the election. 

Help yourself to a quick cup of coffee in the warm room or in  
Fellowship Hall and join the class at 11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. 
Do feel free to invite friends.  

Adult Sunday School classes will meet the fourth Sunday of the 
month, with the exception of December. Barb and Bernie Drake 
and Phil Ladd will collaborate, as their schedules permit, with the 
Drakes arranging speakers on topics of public interest and Phil 
relying on his resources and contacts.  

SYMPATHY 

We are sad to report the death of long-time member Wanda Phillips on September 8. Services will be at First Baptist at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 14, with visitation beginning at 10. Lunch will follow. Our deepest sympathies go to Terry Phillips and their 
children, Amy Peek and David Phillips. In lieu of flowers, the family asks for memorial donations to the Friends of Peoria Public Li-
brary, 107 NE Monroe Street, Peoria, Illinois 61602. 
 
 
We are also saddened to report the September 7 death of Anna Bollinger, who with her late husband, Rev. Carl Bollinger, made 
First Baptist their church home. A memorial service will be held at First Baptist October 29. 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Happy Dean Sharon Stanard Deb Houser 
Carl Schmidt Rose Kimpling Pam Orrill 
Marvin Olson Jay McGee            Barb Twist  
Anna Bollinger    Wally Weber Carol Conover 
Alyssa Russell  Leland Wake  
Rosemary Walk Dorothy Cumming 

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 
Sharon Austin (Char Austin’s daughter-in-law) 

Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 
Tanya Fosdick (Karen Vickerman’s daughter) 

DINING OUT  
On September 23rd, Dining Out Group will be going to Granite City, 
230 Conference Center Drive, East Peoria.  We invite anyone and 
everyone who would like to join us. Jen's cell is 309-231-6389. We are 
also on Facebook.       
    —John and Jen Dusek 

DISH PAK 2016 
 

Our yearly Dish Pak project begins this month.  This   
project benefits South Side Mission’s New Beginnings  
program that helps homeless women and children get 
back on their feet with a living space of their own. 
 

Donations may be left in Fellowship Hall on Sundays or 
during office hours. Please give generously to help meet 
this real need in our community.   
    —Gloria Graham 

     HEALTH TIPS:  GRAB SOME GRAPES 

Grapes provide a very nutritious snack.  They have no saturated fat, 
no cholesterol and are very low in sodium and high in magnesium,           
phosphorus and vitamins A, C and K.  They are also a good source of 
fiber.  One cup of grapes (32 grapes) is only 100 calories. 
 

Resveratrol, a compound found in grape skins (red and black),      
helps prevent cancer by killing damaged cells before they replicate, 
according to a University of Colorado study.  Red wine provides the 
compound.  If you don’t imbibe, though, have a handful of grapes or a 
morning cup of low-sugar grape juice.  Extra tip—try freezing some to 
enjoy on a hot day. 
 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse (Ph: 309-691-2054) 


