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Smart Phones, Smart TV, and Smart Christianity  
By:  The Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy  

 

I am delighted to serve as interim pastor of First Baptist Church of Peoria. I want you to know that I have a passionate commitment to 
the church and the nature of the church in our secular culture. It begins with my commitment to a faith that honors the power of the 
mind. 

I confess to an insecurity surrounding intelligence because I am a Southerner and folks are dubious about whether or not we are 
smart. “You are not from here, are you?” is the question I am often asked in the Midwest, and it infers more than my funny accent. It 
suggests that there is something lacking in the Southern mind. So I admit to spending more than thirty-five years, standing hat-in-
hand, before the citadels of higher learning, reading in every discipline, hoping that if I can’t be smart at least I can be in the company 
of smart people. 

American versions of Christianity have contributed some unusual concepts to Christianity. We gave the world “the simple gospel.” 
Problem: The simple gospel turned out to be too simple for the complexities of modern life. Then we gave the world the literal gospel: 
Problem: The literal gospel failed to take into account the complexity of language. As Ellen Davis reminds us in The Art of Reading 
Scripture, the Bible has literary complexity. The language of the Bible is often symbolic, mythological, imaginative, analogical,       
metaphorical, and apocalyptic. 

Actually, being smart is in the church’s DNA. The church has a history of being smart. The Apostle Paul was the best educated     
convert of the first century. The church Paul bequeathed us was led by highly educated and skilled clergy. The bishops of the first five 
centuries read like the Hall of Fame of the brightest minds in the world; often they were rhetoricians and philosophers. The church 
invented the university. The church, within the universities, was the incubator for Western science (See the fascinating history of this 
development in David C. Lindberg’s The Beginnings of Western Science). It is a failure that the church and the university divorced, 
with the university claiming mental cruelty. Think of a reunion: church, university, science. Now, there’s some intellectual firepower. 

The church needs to rediscover her mind without losing her heart. Mark Noll begins his powerful book, The Scandal of the Evangelical 
Mind, with these haunting words: "The scandal of the evangelical mind is that there is not much of an evangelical mind." A few years 
ago I read a book entitled Can a Smart Person Believe in God?.  That this even became a book tells you that we have a problem. The 
church seems almost embarrassed by intelligence, afraid to walk in the magnificent gardens of metaphorical splendor. 

I believe it is time for the church and the university to remarry. I believe it is time for “Smart Christianity.” If this sounds elitist, it is        
a charge I will have to face. I am challenging the very presumption that the church can survive just on emotions. Charles Taylor, in  
his magisterial work, The Secular Mind, forces us to grasp that the default setting in America is no longer belief in God. People        
are perfectly content not believing in God and as a result they are abandoning the church in droves. The church, as the Danish     
philosopher-theologian Søren Kierkegaard predicted, is being killed by boredom. 

I am interested in a church that can love God with mind and heart. I want a church that faces the philosophical and rhetorical claims of 
postmodernism with intellectual integrity. I want a church with the courage to stand up and battle the powers and principalities of   
secular culture because it turns out that the secular gospel has little power and is not nearly as interesting as you might think. It only 
sounds interesting because we the people who worship a crucified God have somehow managed to make church so boring. I want a 
church that searches for wisdom the way treasure hunters search for the gold in sunken ships. Perhaps we already possess right 
here in Peoria two powerful institutions that might become partners in creative ways: FBC Peoria and Bradley University. In a world 
that markets almost every product, from phones to self-driven automobiles, as “Smart,” please give me Smart Christianity. 



SUNDAY WORSHIP 
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP ■ 11:00 A.M. FELLOWSHIP   

 

October 2, 2016 
Reverend Jim Middleton 

"MY VALEDICTORY?"  
II Timothy 4:1-8  

The dictionary defines valedictory as a farewell address or      
oration. I am not sure that October 2 will be my final sermon 
here.  Who knows?  We now have an interim minister in 
place.  Our search committee is hard at work seeking a new    
senior minister.  The need for pulpit-supply ministers will be few 
and far between.  So on October 2 I want to look at 69 years of 
preaching and share with you some of the feelings I have        
observed laypeople having about the minister and also some of 
the feelings the minister has about the laity. I invite you to think 
with me on this matter in worship on Sunday, October 2nd.  

Music:  "Your Name Will Be", "I Am Not Alone" - Youth Band 
 
Welcome Center:  Dave Stroemer, Chris Hall 

 

October 9, 2016 
Dr. Rodney Kennedy 

" LIFE ON THE PRECARIOUS BORDER "  
Luke 17:11-21, II Kings 5:1-14  

Keep your eyes on Jesus because Jesus did not come to spread 
smugness, but to seek and to save. Where is Jesus?  He is walk-
ing along the border – an area infested with social deviants. Along 
come ten lepers, shuffling along the border, loud, dirty, unclean. 
Nine of the lepers are Jews – the alleged true worshipers of 
God— and one is a Samaritan.  
 

Here the story turns on us. The Samaritan is the only one of the 
healed lepers to worship Israel’s God. Now the border has shifted 
and part of Israel, with her sloppy worship habits, has been 
blessed by a Samaritan.  
 

Music:  "Carry Me Home" - Women's Choir 
 
Welcome Center:  Gordon & Jean Brown 

WELCOME  

REV. DR. RODNEY KENNEDY 
 
First Baptist Church is excited to welcome Dr. Kennedy as 
our Interim Pastor.  Dr. Kennedy lives in Baton Rouge,    
Louisiana, and is leaving behind a wife, children and grand-
children to serve here in Peoria.  Dr. Kennedy recently    
retired from First Baptist Church of Dayton, Ohio.  He brings 
years of experience and service to share with us during this 
transitional period.  Please welcome him and invite him to 
lunch or other events that will help him get acquainted and 
be  entertained while serving at First Baptist.   
 
If you would like to meet with Dr. Kennedy, please call the 
church office and make an appointment.  He will be out and 
about during the day, so an appointment will ensure that he 
is available to meet with you.  His e-mail address is rwkenne-
dy13@icloud.com.   
 
Please continue to let the church office know if someone is in 
the hospital or needs a visit from Dr. Kennedy or our Parish 
Nurse, Lurene Ladd.  Continue to pray for our church and Dr. 
Kennedy as we work together to serve the Lord here in Peo-
ria. 
 
Marti Atwater 
Moderator 

GOURMET GROUP 
 
The First Baptist Church Gourmet Group will begin this fall with a 
special catered meal on Friday, Oct. 21st.  The dinner will be served 
here at church at 6:30 p.m..  This gourmet group meets the second 
Friday of each month, preparing food one month and going out to 
eat the next.   
 
If you are interested in joining this group, please call Marti Atwater
(231-4948) for further details. 

AREA III 
ABW MINISTRIES 

FALL RALLY 
    October 15, 2016 

 First Baptist Church 

1515 S. Candy Lane 
Macomb, IL 

Plan to Attend:    
9:00 A.M. – Registration 

9:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M. Rally 
Lunch will be provided. 

 
Our speaker, Missionary     
Katherine Niles, works with a 
group of Congolese Community 
professionals in training commu-
nity leaders, urban and rural, to 
be promoters of health in their 
communities.  She also works 
with White Cross materials to 
see they get dispersed where 
needed. 

Katherine & Wayne 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

8AM Men’s  
Breakfast 
5PM Men’s Fish  
                    Fry 

2 COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 
  9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship &     
Children’s Sun. Sch. 
11AM FellowshipTime 

3 

10AM MUGS2
(Knoxville Panera) 
 

4 

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
   (FBC Parlor) 
7PM Dartball 
(Fellowship Hall) 

5 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
5:45PM Bell Reh. 
6:30PM Choir Reh. 
7PM  Spanish GED 

6 NEWSLETTER  

    ARTICLES DUE 
 
8:30 AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
 

7 8 

10AM ABW 
Brunch (Fell. 
Hall) 

9 

9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship &     
Children’s Sun. Sch. 
11AM FellowshipTime 

10 

6PM CPR Class 
In the Chapel. 
 

 

11 NEWSLETTER 

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
   (FBC Parlor) 
7PM Dartball 
(@ Howett St.) 

12 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
5:45PM Bell Reh. 
6:30PM Choir Reh. 
7PM  Spanish GED 

13  

 
8:30 AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 

14 

 

15 

9AM ABW Area 
III Fall Rally  
(1st Bapt. Chrch. 
Macomb, IL) 
 

16 

 9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship &     
Children’s Sun. Sch. 
11AM FellowshipTime 
11:05AM Exec. Mtg. 

17 

10AM MUGS2
(Knoxville Panera) 

18 

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
   (FBC Parlor) 
7PM Dartball 
(Fellowship Hall) 

19 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
5:45PM Bell Reh. 
6:30PM Choir Reh. 
7PM  Spanish GED 

20 NEWSLETTER  

      ARTICLES DUE 
 
8:30 AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
 

216:30PM  

Gourmet Grp. 
(Warm Rm.) 

6:30PM Din’ng 
Out Grp. 
(Monicals @ 
Willow Knolls) 

22 

23 

9AM Music Reh. 
10AM Worship &     
Children’s Sun. Sch. 
11AM FellowshipTime 

24 

10AM MUGS2
(Knoxville Panera) 

25 NEWSLETTER 

8:30AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 
10AM MUGS 
   (FBC Parlor) 
7PM Dartball 
(Sunnylnd. Christ.) 

26 

5:15PM Guitar Reh. 
5:45PM Bell Reh. 
6:30PM Choir Reh. 
7PM  Spanish GED 

27 

8:30 AM FBC 
Exercise (chapel) 

28 

 

29 

10AM Memorial 
Service for Anna 
Bollinger 
(Chapel). Lunch 
follows in Fellow-
ship Hall. 

30  9AM Music Reh. 

10AM Worship &     
Children’s Sun. Sch. 
11AM Fellowship Time       

31  

 
10AM MUGS2
(Knoxville Panera) 
 

     

October 2016 

On Sunday, October 2nd, we will collect 

donations of non-perishable food for the 

benefit of the Peoria Area Blind Peo-

ple’s Center.  Donations may be left in 

the shopping cart in the warm room. 

SAVE THE DATE:   

Sunday, November 6th, is Consecration Sunday.  We 

will have a short congregational meeting in the  

Sanctuary followed by a luncheon in Fellowship Hall. 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
Happy Dean Sharon Stanard Deb Houser 

Carl Schmidt Rose Kimpling Pam Orrill 

Marvin Olson Jay McGee            Barb Twist  

Alyssa Russell  Wally Weber Carol Conover 
Leland Wake Rosemary Walk Ruth Turner 

Dorothy Cumming Gay Houser  

Dick Sternberg (Jo Sternberg’s husband) 

Elaine Bolen (Paul Grove’s sister) 

Tanya Fosdick (Karen Vickerman’s daughter) 

     HEALTH TIPS:   

 DON’T DEFAULT ANTIBIOTICS 

Antibiotics can be lifesaving, but don’t take them for minor complaints 
unless you absolutely have to.  The overuse of  antibiotics may      
contribute to obesity in some. These meds have an adverse effect on 
digestive microbes that influence your metabolic rate. 
 
Because of antibiotic overuse, certain bacteria may have become  
resistant to even the most powerful antibiotics available today.        
Antibiotic resistance is a widespread problem and one that the CDC 
calls “one of the world’s most pressing public health problems.” 
 

Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse (Ph: 309-691-2054) 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED  
 

Will meet on Oct. 7, 2016, 9:00 a.m. 

Brunch & Human Rights Celebration: 

“Experiencing Blessings at the Table”   

First Baptist Church, 411 W. Lake Avenue, Peoria 

Sympathy 
We are saddened to report the September 7 death of Anna Bollinger, 
who with her late husband, Rev. Carl Bollinger, made First Baptist their 
church home. A memorial service will be held at First    Baptist Church 
on October 29th at 10:00 a.m. in the chapel.  Lunch will be provided 
after the service.  Reverend Kennedy will officiate. 


