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The MainstreamFirst Baptist Church, 
Ottawa, IL Celebrating
 175 Years of Service

    The First Baptist Church of Ot-
tawa, IL is celebrating 175 years of 
service this year.  The 175th anniver-
sary is on Sunday, November 6, 2016.  
On that date in 1841, a group of 10 
people voted “to become a Christian 
group of the Baptist order”.  
   On August 14th, a souvenir booklet 
on the history of the church was made 
available for purchase by members 
of the congregation. A 50 year old 
time capsule was opened before 
church services on September 11th,   
On Sunday, October, 9th, the oldest 
church members were honored with 
framed certificates from the GRR.  
   The church will have a special an-
niversary worship service on Novem-
ber 6th, beginning at 9:30 a.m.  That 
afternoon there will be an open house 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The Harvest 
Home Banquet on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12th will culminate the anniver-
sary celebration.  All are welcome to 
attend any of these events.
   Congratulations to the First Baptist 
Church of Ottawa for 175 years of 
service.

************************

Lake Springfield Baptist Camp

Fall Cleanup Day will be Saturday, 
October 22 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  
Projects will include raking, painting, 
stacking firewood, painting picnic 
tables, powerwashing, and other jobs.  
If you can bring a group please call 
217 - 670 - 2356 or 217 - 370 - 7967

A Word
From Paul 
Gibson,  
ABCGRR
Executive 
Minister

   Outrageous Generosity!  That 
was the term used by our regional 
board chairman, Bill Steger, as he led 
devotions to begin our regional board 
meeting in Effingham.  What followed 
fit that definition.
   The region has been given a gift 
from the estate of Adeline Winters of 
around $300,000.  We had planned 
to give 10% of that to missions and 
keep the other 90%.  After thinking 
and praying about that, and after 
having attending the World Missions 
Conference this past summer, I felt 
God saying that we should consider 
turning those percentages around.  I 
presented that to our Board and they 
unanimously agreed.
   We will be keeping around $30,000 
for work within our region, but will 
be  investing the other $270,000 in 
missionaries that are from our region, 
connected to our region in special 
ways, or assigned to our region by 
IM.  A special committee with one 
person from each area, appointed 
by the Board,  came up with the 
final numbers and the amounts that 
should go to each.   That list and the 
amounts will  also  (continued on p. 2)

New Members of the
Churches of the 

Great Rivers Region
First Baptist Church, Galva, IL 
Welcomes:  Kaitlyn Burrow, Eva 
Campbell, Josh Campbell, Pat Koga, 
Carol Hoefke, Sue Woodward, An-
nabelle Shappard, Rainah Shappard, 
Cathy Waltz, Melvin Woodward, 
Paula Shappard, Tony Shappard, 
Beth Shappard, Carol Koga, Minasha 
Koga, and Alexis Simpkins

************************
GRR Website Contact

Information

Check out the GRR website for 
video clips of the GRR Annual As-
sembly. These will include speakers, 
“Spotlight on Ministry” clips presented 
during the Assembly.  The program 
book which includes reports will also 
be posted.  

E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks: revrick4@comcast.net

************************

Mainstream Contact 
Information

Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

Ricks4LR@comcast.net

God’s New Thing

Calendar

 2016
October:

      15:  Professional Boundaries
               Course,  GRR Resource
   Center, Springfield, IL

       22:   Fall Clean Up Day
   Lake Springfield Camp

November:

    4 - 6:   ABY Gathering
   Third Baptist Church
    St. Louis, MO

       12:   Trivia Night
                Lake Springfield Camp

2017
March:

        11:  Area V Annual Meeting
   Second Baptist Church
               St. Louis, MO

        12:  Area II Annual Meeting

April:

  21 -22:  Clergy Spouse Retreat
                Lake Springfield Camp

         22:  Area I Annual Meeting

         30:  Area IV Annual Meeting
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ABY Gathering 2016

November 4 - 6, 2016

 Third Baptist Church
  620 N Grand Blvd.
  St. Louis, MO

 Speaker:  Tom Douglas - Interim  
   Minister, Chenoa Baptist Church

 4th Point Band

Youth and leaders will also have the 
opportunity to participate in 2 work-
shops, work at mission sites, and 
small groups. Workshops will be held 
on Saturday morning and afternoon; 
the topics and leaders are selected 
by the ABY Board. Work at various 
mission sites will also be on Satur-
day afternoon. Small groups will be 
based on your church group.
On Sunday, we will lead and partici-
pate in worship with the folks of Third 
Baptist Church.
Cost:  $50 Youth (6th - 12th grade)            $35 Youth Leaders

Additional $5 per person for hous-
ing with families (covers background 
checks for host families)

Contact Info:
www.abygathering.com
abygathering@gmail.com
FIND US on Facebook!
Pastor John Parrish – 217.358.9577

First Baptist Church 
Centralia, IL Holds Jug 

Breaking Service
   First Baptist Church, Centralia, 
IL held its 133rd Jug Breaking on 
Sunday August 28, 2016.  Rev. Paul 
Gibson, Executive Minister of the 
Great Rivers Region was the guest 
preacher.  This year the money col-
lected in the jugs went to the GRR/
Costa 
Rica 
Part-
nership 
to pur-
chase 
materi-
als for 
work 
team 
proj-
ects.  
   The Jug Breaking tradition began in 
1883 by Carrie Perrine.  When Carrie  
Perrine was a young woman, she 
desired to be a missionary.  However 
circumstances prevented her from 
fulfilling the dream.  She decided if 
she couldn’t go to the mission fields 
herself, she would help raise money 
to finance mission work.  In 1883 
she gave each of the children in her 
primary Sunday School class a small 
jug to collect their mission pennies. 
This custom became so popular 
that it soon spread to the rest of the 
church, and the breaking of jugs to 

count the money be-
came an annual event.  
From 1944 - 2015 a 
total of $281,219.28 
has been given to mis-
sions through the Jug 
Breaking Program.  
The total for 2015 was 
$2925.12.   

Paul Gibson (continued)

be made available after we contact 
each missionary.  The missionaries 
that are from our region will be get-
ting a larger share of the dollars as 
will two projects, one in the Congo 
and one in Thailand, that deal with 
human trafficking.
   We will also be giving $30,000 
to the World Mission offering and 
$25,000 to the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering.  The moneys will be 
going out in the next two weeks.
   Secondly, the board decided to 
approve a motion that for every dollar 
we decide to spend on church plant-
ing here, we would spend a dollar to 
plant churches overseas.  There is a 
tremendous need for church planters 
all over the world, especially in India, 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America.  We 
will certainly be concerned about the 
areas where we have local mission-
aries.  So in about another month 
we will be meeting with the people 
at International Ministries to suggest 
places for about $350,000 of church 
planting dollars.  That will still leave 
us with over $400,000 for planting 
churches in our region, and we are in 
discussion about our first one, more 
about that later.  By the end of the 
year we will send that $350,000 to 
invest in church planters all over the 
world.  Because of this, we will see 
returns on our investment that will be 
eternal……priceless.
   What we are trying to do is this.  
We are trying to be rightly related 
to God and find our joy there and 
then out of us will flow rivers of living 
water.  We are trying to be people 
that God can pour His love through, 
not just to.
   Bottom-line, in a period of about 5 
months our region will have received

about 1.1 million dollars, and invest-
ed over $650,000 in our missionaries 
and church planting on the mis-
sion field.  We will still have around 
$500,000 to invest in Gods’ work in 
our region.  Outrageous generosity.  
Not only is this a great thing to do, 
but it is also fun.  
   Finally, we do not look at this as 
giving it away to something outside of 
our region.  We look at it as investing 
in our missionaries who are serving 
for Him, and for us.  They are us, we 
are them, and together we serve a 
God who more than demonstrated 
“outrageous generosity” to us through 
His son, Jesus.
                Paul

************************.

Hurricane Matthew Relief
   $25,000 in One Great Hour of 
Sharing emergency relief funds are 
being sent to International Ministries 
partners in Haiti, Cuba and the Carib-
bean. These funds will help address 
the most urgent needs in the after-
math of Hurricane Matthew’s destruc-
tion on October 3 and 4, 2016.
   Every disaster, however, leaves 
communities with the physical 
destruction and the emotional and 
spiritual devastation that call for 
ongoing support, emotional care 
and encouragement. Your financial 
gifts provide immediate relief to the 
hardest-hit areas and enable IM to 
support rebuilding and recovery ef-
forts for years to come.
   Join us in praying for families and 
children in areas impacted by Hur-
ricane Matthew
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