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The MainstreamBAH HUMBUG!
  I opened an e-mail seemingly sent 
by Amazon thanking me for my order. 
Millions of people have had this same 
experience in just the past several 
hours during this holiday season.
  But, something was off. The e-mail I 
received does not list what I ordered, 
but it does ask me to click on a link 
to confirm the order or to ask for 
information about the order. Order? 
That’s what’s really bugged me. I 
hadn’t ordered anything  ... for at least 
a couple of days. Was it really from 
Amazon?
  Then I saw something on a morn-
ing news program. A reporter informs 
viewers about a scam resulting in us-
ers’ not being able to access their files 
on their computers. 
  It starts with clicking on a link in an 
e-mail claiming to be from Amazon. 
When the user clicks the link, her/
his computer gets taken over. Then a 
graphic fills the screen informing the 
user that she/he has been hacked. 
The message demands that the 
user pay thousands of dollars for the 
password(s) to be able to open files 
on her/his own computer. It’s called 
“ransomware”. 
  Hospitals have had this happen to 
their records. School systems, even 
security firms. Churches, too.
   What to do about this? A member of 
Macomb First Baptist who works as 
tech support at Western IL U recom-
mends: 1. Close the e-mail without 
clicking on any link in it. 2. Open 
your browser, type in the web address 
of your store’s web site. 3. Go to your 
account. 4. Verify your order.

Richard Ricks, GRR Webmaster

Great Rivers Regional
  Scholarship Programs        

Scholarship programs exist in the 
Great Rivers Region to assist young 
people who are members of Great 
Rivers Region American Baptist 
Churches to secure a college and/
or seminary education.  Scholarships 
for any college student (regardless 
of major) or seminary student from 
the Gernenz-Shurtleff/Wilcoxen 
Scholarship are available.  Ministe-
rial students attending ABC-related 
schools and seminaries in prepara-
tion for ministry can also apply for the 
Harold O. Long Scholarship.  All 
applications must be received in the 
GRR office by April 1, 2017.

To receive an application for these 
scholarships, write to:  

Scholarship Committee 
Attention: Debbie Naugle 
PO Box 13457 
Springfield, IL  62791
Phone: 217-726-7366 
Fax: 888-922-2477 
Email: debbie@abcgrr.org

Guidelines and requirements for 
each of these scholarships can be 
found on the GRR website under 
scholarships

Resource:  Scholarship Oppor-
tunities Brochure:  Find it at www.
abcgrr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.
pdf

New Members of the
 Churches of the 

Great Rivers Region
First Baptist Church, Highland, IL 
Welcomes:  Abigail Rogier and
Amanda Carpenter 

First Baptist Church, Virden, IL 
Welcomes:  Steve Perkins and 
Vickie Perkins

************************

GRR Website Contact
Information

Check out the GRR website for 
video clips of the GRR Annual As-
sembly. Our web hosting company 
regularly scours our sites’ files to pre-
vent harmful files from getting to your 
computer. Please install, if you have 
not already done so, anti-virus soft-
ware on your computer(s) to prevent 
spreading such files to others. It will 
be a great gift to others and yourself.  

E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks: revrick4@comcast.net

************************

Mainstream Contact 
Information

Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

Ricks4LR@comcast.net

God’s New Thing

Calendar

2016

December:
         
        22:  GRR Open House
    Regional Resource Center
    Springfield, IL

2017

March:

        11:  Area V Annual Meeting
   Second Baptist Church
               St. Louis, MO

        12:  Area II Annual Meeting

April:

  21 -22:  Clergy Spouse Retreat
                Lake Springfield Camp

         22:  Area I Annual Meeting
                Blackhawk Baptist Camp

         30:  Area IV Annual Meeting
                FBC Mattoon, IL

June/July:  

June 28
 - July 2:  ABCUSA Biennial
    Portland, Oregon

September:

  29 - 30:  GRR Annual Assembly
    Chesterfield, MO
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need and a 
thank you check 
at the end of 
each year. We 
hope you will 
join us in honor-
ing God’s com-
mitted servants.

The roots of 
RMMO go back 
to the mid-1930s, when American 
Baptist congregations received a 
Communion Fellowship Offering on 
the first Sunday of each month to 
support retired ministers, mission-
aries, their widowed spouses and 
elderly clergy within their churches. 
In 1977, American Baptist Churches 
USA launched the Retired Ministers 
and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) 
to continue this appreciation of God’s 
service.  
   

GRR Resource Center To
Host Open House

Rev. Paul Gibson and Staff of the 
Great Rivers Region invite members 
and friends of the churches of the 
GRR to an open house and time of 
fellowship on Thursday, December 
23, 2016 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
The Regional Resource Center is 
located at 3940 Pintail Drive, Spring-
field, IL.  Come and enjoy food and 
fellowship with one another as we 
celebrate this Christmas season.  

************************
Retired Ministers and
 Missionaries Offering

   This year our theme is Faith 
through Gratitude.  The offering 
supports those who have dedicated 
their lives to God’s service by provid-
ing emergency assistance in times of

A Word
From 
Paul 
Gibson,  
ABCGRR
Executive 
Minister

NO SHAVE NOVEMBER:  I have 
been taking part in this national 
movement that emphasizes the fight 
against cancer.  It is itchy and irritat-
ing, but not as irritating as cancer.  
Please keep those you know who are 
dealing with cancer in your prayers.  
Our regional board president, Elaine 
Bolen is in that fight right now, as is 
Pastor Terry Jensen in Plano.  Please 
keep them, their churches, and oth-
ers in your prayers.

OUTRAGEOUS GENEROSITY:  We 
have started to send out the money, 
from an estate, that we decided to 
give to missions.  We are sending 
funds to 19 missionaries as well as a 
good amount to the World Missions 
Offering and One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  We have had wonderful 
messages of thanks and gratitude 
from those missionaries as well as 
from Sharon Koh and her staff at In-
ternational Ministries.  Three mission-
aries shared that they had special 
needs come up that they were not 
sure they were going to be able to 
meet, then they got our news.  They 
said that they are always amazed 
and blessed by the way that God 
works.

REACHING MILLENIALS:  I was 
blessed to attend a three day confer-
ence last week on reaching millenni-
als led by Dr. Jolene Erlacher.  Her 
book Millenials in Ministry is a great 
resource in understanding this up

and coming group.  We hope to bring 
her up our way sometime in the 
next year.  If any of the clusters are 
looking for a person to bring in, she 
would fit….she is affordable, and not 
far away.

SEARCH PROCESS, TWO RE-
GIONAL ASSOCIATES:  We have 
started the process and will be 
receiving resumes until the middle 
of January.  Please keep this in your 
prayers, and if you know of someone 
who might fit, let us know.

TRAVELS:  I have been in Plano, 
Muncie, Ottawa, Winchester, Green-
ville, Stonington, Scottsdale AZ.,  and 
places in between these past few 
weeks.  Time to be with family for a 
bit.

SOMETIMES, NOT OFTEN 
ENOUGH:  It’s a song by the Car-
penters and it includes these words, 
great for this time of year.  “Some-
times, not often enough, we reflect 
upon the good things, and those 
thoughts always center around those 
we love.  And I think about those peo-
ple, who mean so much to me, and 
for so many years have made me, so 
very happy.  And I count the times I 
have forgotten to say, thank-you, and 
just how much I love them.”  Take the 
time to say thank-you, and let people 
know how much you love them.

REMEMBER:  Be rightly related to 
God and find your joy there, and out 
of you will flow rivers of living waters.  
Be a vessel through which God can 
pour His love.  

   Paul
On the Sunday the Revs. Taku and Katie Longkumer visited First Baptist 
Church, Macomb, IL, the diversified Praise Team led one of the worship songs 
in four languages. The song was How Great Is Our God.   One member sang a 
verse in Yoruba, another in Spanish, another in Chinese and one in Tamil.  The 
Longkumers identified with the greatness of God in all countries, as did the con-
gregation of FBC, Macomb.
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