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The MainstreamGreat Rivers Regional
  Scholarship Programs        

Scholarship programs exist in the 
Great Rivers Region to assist young 
people who are members of Great 
Rivers Region American Baptist 
Churches to secure a college and/
or seminary education.  Scholarships 
for any college student (regardless 
of major) or seminary student from 
the Gernenz-Shurtleff/Wilcoxen 
Scholarship are available.  Ministe-
rial students attending ABC-related 
schools and seminaries in prepara-
tion for ministry can also apply for the 
Harold O. Long Scholarship.  All 
applications must be received in the 
GRR office by April 1, 2017.

To receive an application for these 
scholarships, write to:  

Scholarship Committee 
Attention: Debbie Naugle 
PO Box 13457 
Springfield, IL  62791

Phone: 217-726-7366 

Fax: 888-922-2477 

Email: debbie@abcgrr.org

Guidelines and requirements for each 
of these scholarships can be found on 
the GRR website under scholarships

Resource:  Scholarship Opportuni-
ties Brochure:  Find it at www.abc-
grr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.
pdf
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Great Rivers Region Staff

Paul Gibson       
       Muriel Johnson

 Adrian Lamkin
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John Grisham 

 Debbie Naugle

Nancy Fromme 
Melissa Gibson

Linda Ricks

  Richard Ricks

       Paul Maitland

    Harry Sanders

Kathy Remley
 Patti Bilyeu

 Patti Meyer

New Members of the
 Churches of the 

Great Rivers Region
First Baptist Church, Aurora, 
IL Welcomes:  Bob Edwards,           
Mary Finstrom, Dick Watts,                 
Richard Finstrom, Pam Watts and               
Richard Kenneavy

Grace Baptist Church, Kansas 
City, MO Welcomes:  Be Htoo, 
Grace Stone, Josslyn Stone, Kaung 
Su Stone, Jody McLaughlin, Kbaw 
Thu, Maxwell Ray, Maw Rach Taw, 
and Rainbow Htoo

************************

GRR Website Contact
Information

E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks: revrick4@comcast.net

************************

Mainstream Contact 
Information

Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

Ricks4LR@comcast.net

God’s New Thing

Calendar
2016

December:         
        22:  GRR Open House
    Regional Resource Center
    Springfield, IL

2017

March:

        11:  Area V Annual Meeting
   Second Baptist Church
               St. Louis, MO

        12:  Area II Annual Meeting

April:

  21 -22:  Clergy Spouse Retreat
                Lake Springfield Camp

         22:  Area I Annual Meeting
                Blackhawk Baptist Camp

         30:  Area IV Annual Meeting
                FBC Mattoon, IL

June/July:  

June 28
 - July 2:  ABCUSA Biennial
    Portland, Oregon

September:

  29 - 30:  GRR Annual Assembly
    Chesterfield, MO

December 2016              Email: debbie@abcgrr.org         web: www.abcgrr.org
                                                  Online edition now interactive 

mailto:debbie%40abcgrr.org?subject=Scholarship%20Information
http://www.abcgrr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.pdf
http://www.abcgrr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.pdf
http://www.abcgrr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.pdf
mailto:ricks4LR%40comcast.net?subject=Mainstream
http://www.2ndbc.org/
http://www.lsbconline.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Blackhawk-Baptist-Camp-107873762625128/
http://www.joyforthejourney.org/
http://www.abc-usa.org/2016/03/17/save-the-date-join-us-in-portland-2017/
mailto:debbie%40abcgrr.org?subject=Mainstream
http://www.abcgrr.org
http://www.abcgrr.org/mainstream/archive.cfm


National Call - Out for
 Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Jack Cobb, our national ABMen’s 
disaster relief coordinator, is issuing 
a call for help beginning January 8, 
2017. He will be available that week 
to coordinate the work and to have 
work identified for as many teams as 
are available.

In November, the GRR had two 
teams in Baton Rouge. Terry 
Maurizio led a team Nov. 1-5 and 
Brian Romanowski led a team Nov. 
13-19. Together seven volunteer 
ABMen were at four sites, giving 234 
hours of volunteer labor for 8
days. More teams will be organized 
for January if there is response.

Vickie Goff, ABHMS Volunteer Co-
ordinator, has provided the names 
of 3 dozen families needing various 
degrees of rebuild help. Most of the 
work is insulation and dry wall instal-
lation and replacement of recepta-
cles. So far each house has required 
10 man-days of work so I expect 
the need is much greater than the 
available manpower. This flood was 
caused by 24” of rain falling in less
than 72 hours. One news account 
stated 60,000 were affected in south 
east Louisiana.

If you would like to go, please contact 
our regional coordinators: Mac Sho-
twell:  macshotwell@att.net or Van 
Peters:  v.peters42@yahoo.com

Go to our AB-
Men website 
at www.
abm-grr.org 
for current 
information.

GRR Resource Center To
Host Open House

Rev. Paul Gibson and Staff of the 
Great Rivers Region invite members 
and friends of the churches of the 
GRR to an open house and time of 
fellowship on Thursday, December 
22, 2016 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m.  The Regional Resource Cen-
ter is located at 3940 Pintail Drive, 
Springfield, IL.  Come and enjoy food 
and fellowship with one another as 
we celebrate this Christmas season.  

************************
Retired Ministers and
 Missionaries Offering

This year 
our theme is 
Faith through 
Gratitude.  The 
offering sup-
ports those who 
have dedicated 
their lives to 
God’s service 
by providing 
emergency as-
sistance in times 
of need and a thank you check at the 
end of each year. We hope you will 
join us in honoring God’s committed 
servants.

The roots of RMMO go back to the 
mid-1930s, when American Baptist 
congregations received a Commu-
nion Fellowship Offering on the first 
Sunday of each month to support 
retired ministers, missionaries, their 
widowed spouses and elderly clergy 
within their churches. In 1977, Ameri-
can Baptist Churches USA launched 
the Retired Ministers and Missionar-
ies Offering (RMMO) to continue this 
appreciation of God’s service.  

A Word
From 
Paul 
Gibson,  
ABCGRR
Executive 
Minister
This is the first time in many years 
that I have not been involved in plan-
ning Christmas services and preach-
ing through the Advent season.  It 
is different, and I do miss it.  I have 
been able to visit different churches 
and experience what they are doing, 
and that has also been fun.

I received a Christmas card the 
other day and it said “He Is Alive”.   
It made me think, is He alive in 
me?  Is Jesus so real in my life that 
other people know that He Is Alive.  
My prayer is that He would be very 
much alive in my life, and I hope He 
is in yours also.  I pray that all those 
around us will get a glimpse of Jesus 
just by being around us.

Outrageous Generosity.  We just 
finished with phase one that involved 
giving over $265,000 to 21 mission-
aries, the World Missions Offering, 
and One Great Hour of Sharing.

Phase 2:  Our board made a deci-
sion to share 50% of our church 
planting funds to help plant church-
es overseas.  Half of our total is 
about $360,000, so we will be work-
ing with International Ministries to 
figure out a plan to give that money 
away also.  More on that later.

Phase 3:  We made a decision to 
tithe off the sale of the Belleville prop-
erty.  That total comes to around 
$68,000.  We will be making a deci-
sion on where to send that after the 
first of the year.

This is a season of giving and our 
region has really been a part of that.  
We are showing that we are King-
dom people, and that we generously 
share what God has brought our 
way.  Keep praying for the people 
that these funds will help reach with 
the good news of Jesus.

Travels:  I was able to spend some 
time in the Chicago area and meet 
with the Metro Chicago Regional 
staff, one of our clusters that meets 
at Northern Seminary, First Baptist 
Church of Oak Park, and another 
cluster that is way down in the south-
ern part of our region in Carterville.  
In between we were able to be a part 
of a cluster Christmas dinner held in 
Deer Creek and hosted wonderfully 
by the people of that church. (pictured 
below)  A great month!

One event coming up that we want 
to invite you to is our open house at 
the regional office on Thursday, Dec. 
22, 11:30-1:30.  Drop by and say hi 
and enjoy some food and fellowship.
We at the office want to wish all of 
you a very Merry Christmas.  We 
hope you can enjoy all that goes 
with this season.  May you enjoy the 
blessings that God has given to us, 
especially the wonderful gift of His 
son.
 Enjoy Christmas,   Paul
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