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The MainstreamGreat Rivers Regional
  Scholarship Programs        

Scholarship programs exist in the 
Great Rivers Region to assist young 
people who are members of Great 
Rivers Region American Baptist 
Churches to secure a college and/
or seminary education.  Scholarships 
for any college student (regardless 
of major) or seminary student from 
the Gernenz-Shurtleff/Wilcoxen 
Scholarship are available.  Ministe-
rial students attending ABC-related 
schools and seminaries in prepara-
tion for ministry can also apply for the 
Harold O. Long Scholarship.  All 
applications must be received in the 
GRR office by April 1, 2017.

To receive an application for these 
scholarships, write to:  

Scholarship Committee 
Attention: Debbie Naugle 
PO Box 13457 
Springfield, IL  62791

Phone: 217-726-7366 
Fax: 888-922-2477 
Email: debbie@abcgrr.org

Guidelines and requirements for each 
of these scholarships can be found on 
the GRR website under scholarships.

Resource:  Scholarship Opportuni-
ties Brochure:  Find it at www.abcgrr.
org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.pdf

First Baptist Church of 
Decatur Nativity Tour

   First Baptist Church Decatur, 
IL will be hosting the Annual Nativ-
ity Tour on Sunday, November 27, 
2016 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at 
1320 Arbor Drive Decatur, IL. This 
year will mark the largest Nativity dis-
play in Illinois with over 500 displays.
   Members of the church designed 
and constructed a custom Nativity 
from the Winfield Collection. It is a 
lighted, life size Nativity to display in 
the front lawn of the church. The An-
nual Nativity Tour will kick off with the 
lighting of the outdoor Nativity at 4:00 
p.m.  A special Nativity Tour souvenir 
gift will be given to each person at-
tending while supplies last.
   Inside, the church will be filled with 
personal collections of Nativities 
loaned from members of the church 
and community. Collections are from 
all over the world. Nativity displays 
include large and miniature, antiques, 
hand painted, hand crafted, family 
favorites, heirlooms and rare collect-
ables,  The collections are made of 
many different materials including
.                           (continued on page 2)

New Members of the
 Churches of the 

Great Rivers Region

First Baptist Church, Macomb, IL 
Welcomes:  Larry Duvall, Calvin Lo-
renzen, Jeff Wallace, Pauline Nartey,
Lauren Surprenant, Amy Strieker,
Virgil Henderson, Ramona 
Henderson, and Kenzie Derry

************************

GRR Website Contact
Information

Check out the GRR website for 
video clips of the GRR Annual As-
sembly. These will include speakers, 
“Spotlight on Ministry” clips presented 
during the Assembly.  The program 
book which includes reports will also 
be posted.  

E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks: revrick4@comcast.net

************************

Mainstream Contact 
Information

Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

Ricks4LR@comcast.net

God’s New Thing

Calendar

2017
March:

        11:  Area V Annual Meeting
   Second Baptist Church
               St. Louis, MO

        12:  Area II Annual Meeting

April:

  21 -22:  Clergy Spouse Retreat
                Lake Springfield Camp

         22:  Area I Annual Meeting
                Blackhawk Baptist Camp

         30:  Area IV Annual Meeting
                FBC Mattoon, IL

June/July:  

June 28
 - July 2:  ABCUSA Biennial
    Portland, Oregon

September:

  29 - 30:  GRR Annual Assembly
    Chesterfield, MO
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Grace Baptist Church Calls
Rev. Dr. Jerry Cain As Pastor
   The Reverend Dr. Jerry B. Cain 
has been 
called as 
pastor of 
Grace Bap-
tist Church 
in Kansas 
City, MO.  Dr. 
Cain began 
his duties on 
November 
1st.  He has 
been serving 
the church  
for over a 
year as interim pastor.  A formal 
installation for him as pastor will be 
scheduled in the near future.   
   Not a stranger to Great Rivers Re-
gion, Dr. Cain, served as Chaplain at 
William Jewell College in Liberty, MO 
(1978-1998) and president of Judson 
University in Elgin, Illinois (1998-
2012).  Since retirement in 2012, Dr. 
Cain has been writing and consulting 
for several Christian organizations, 
both locally and internationally.  He 
continues to serve as Chancellor for 
Judson University.
   Rev. Cain has earned degrees from 
Eastern New Mexico University in 
Portales, NM, and Baylor University 
in Waco, Texas.  He has done addi-
tional graduate study at several insti-
tutions including Oxford University in 
England and Midwestern Seminary.
   Organized in 1957 through the 
vision of First Baptist Church in 
Kansas City, MO., Grace has been a 
steady force for the Kingdom of God 
for over 60 years.  Worship services 
are held each Sunday at 10:15 a.m. 
in English and at 2:00 p.m. in Karen.

with cancer and to encourage giving 
to cancer research.  I don’t
think there is anyone who does not 
know someone who is going through 
that struggle right now.  Please keep 
them in your prayers.
   Thanksgiving is just around the 
corner and so I hope that you will be 
able to spend some special time with 
family and friends.  Our kids will be 
joining us for the holiday, and I am 
already planning for a great time….
and food.  Emily and her friend Adam 
will be with us from Minneapolis and 
Nashville, and Hunter and Myriam 
will be with us from San Clemente.
   I continue to be in different church-
es almost every Sunday.  The last 
few weeks have been Ottawa, Plano, 
and Berwyn.  I have had a great 
time getting to know our churches.  I 
am always ready to come to your 
church, just give me an invitation.     
   We are sending out the estate 
money this week that we decided to 

share with our 
missionaries.  
We will be 
sending funds 
to 19 mission-
aries plus also 
giving a 

certain amount for OGHS that will be 
designated for Haiti.  I have already 
heard stories from many of the 
missionaries about how these funds 
have been an answer to prayer.
    Remember, be rightly related to 
God and find your joy there, and out 
of you will flow rivers of living water. 
Be a vessel through which God can 
pour His love.

   Paul

...these funds 
have been 
an answer to 
prayer...

Decatur Nativity Tour 
(continued)

jewels, porcelain, china, wood, 
and crystal.  Large collections from 
several collectors are included in the 

display.     
   The tour will also include videos 
of the Story of 
The Nativity, 
live piano music 
by Pastor Mike 
Waltenberger and 
Abigail Turner. 
Refreshments will 
be served. 
   Come start 
your Christmas 
season with the 
Story of Jesus. Stroll through the 
accessible building displaying some 
of the most interesting pieces you 
will find anywhere. Each set will be 
accompanied by a story card telling 
how each has been touched by the 
story of the newborn King. Come 
and bring your family to make mem-
ories that will last a lifetime.
   There will be a special time for 
larger church groups.  The time for 
tour groups will be from 3:00 p.m. - 
4:00 p.m.
   For more information, contact 
First Baptist Church 1320 Arbor 
Drive Decatur, IL. 62526, Phone: 
217.875.8034, Email: decaturfbc@
comcast.net, Website: www.deca-
turfbc.com

A Word
From 
Paul 
Gibson,  
ABCGRR
Executive 
Minister
It’s over, and now we can get on with 
other things.  So, am I talking about 
the big wait for the Cubs to win the 
World Series or the wait to get these 
elections over with?  BOTH.  The dif-
ference is that the whole Cubs thing 
helped bring people together while 
the election seemed to do a pretty 
good job of tearing us apart.  
   Now we need to get to work.  Presi-
dent Trump will need our prayers 
and support as he begins his office in 
January.  We also need to be thank-
ful to President Obama for all that he 
has done to lead our country these 
past 8 years.  It’s a tough job and we 
can do our part by keeping them and 
their families in our prayers.  
   This is a good time of year to be 
thankful for our country and the pro-
cess of change that we go through.  
Although at times it is pretty messy, 
we still pick up the pieces after the 
election and start to figure out ways 
to work together.  I know some are 
starting to figure out ways to change 
things in four years, but that will 
come later.  Right now, we need to 
figure out ways to work together. 
   What can you do in your commu-
nity to be the presence of Christ and 
let your neighbors know about His 
love and mercy?  We have work to 
do, let’s get with it.
   I have a scrubby look about me 
right now as I am a part of “No Shave 
November”. It is all in an effort to re-
member all those who are struggling 

mailto:decaturfbc%40comcast.net?subject=Nativity%20Displays
mailto:decaturfbc%40comcast.net?subject=Nativity%20Displays
http://www.decaturfbc.com
http://www.decaturfbc.com
http://www.abcgrr.org/ministerialStaff/pg.htm
http://www.abcgrr.org/ministerialStaff/pg.htm

