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The MainstreamFirst Baptist Church Fairbury,  
Calls Senior Pastor  

   On October 
9, 2016 First 
Baptist Church 
of Fairbury, 
IL called Rev.
Daryl Evans to 
serve as their 
43rd Senior 
Pastor since 
their organiza-
tion in October 
1858.
   Daryl was raised in Boyertown, 
PA.  He graduated from Philadelphia 
Biblical University in 2003 and Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in 2007.  
He and his wife Deanna have been 
married since June 1993 and have 
one son.
   Pastor Evans has been serving at 
FBC of Fairbury as Associate Pastor 
of Evangelism and Discipleship since 
April 2008.  The church is looking 
forward to Daryl continuing to use 
his gifts in this new position of Senior 
Pastor.   
   Since coming to FBC of Fairbury 
in 2008, Daryl has grown to know, 
love and respect a great number of 
people in the congregation and com-
munity.   The church would like to 
extend a personal invitation to every-
one to attend his Installation Sun-
day on November 20, 2016.  The 
guest speakers will be Area Minister 
Adrian Lamkin and Dr. Art Simpson.  
Pastor Art is a personal friend, past 
mentor and was the pastor of Daryl & 
Deanna’s home church in Oley, PA. 
He is currently the pastor of Grace 
Church in Granger, IN. 

u Great Rivers Region Elects 
New Officers for 2016 - 2017

   New officers of the Great Rivers 
Region were elected at the An-
nual Assembly in September.  Rev. 
Elaine Bolen was elected to serve 
as President of the Great Rivers 
Region.  Rev. Bolin is a second-
career minister.  She completed her 
degree in Christian Ministry from 
Lincoln Christian University.  Elaine 
serves as pastor of the First Bap-
tist Church of Sparland, IL, where 
she was ordained in 2014.  After 43 
years of marriage, Elaine lost her 
husband, Jack.  He was retired from 
the U.S. Navy.  Elaine and Jack were 
members of Second Baptist Church 
of Peoria, IL prior to her service at 
Sparland.  
   Craig Donoho was elected as 
First Vice-President of the GRR.  
He is currently a member of First 
Baptist Church of Champaign 
at Savoy, IL.  Previously, he was a 
member of the First Baptist Church 
of Fairbury, IL.  In both churches, he 
served as an adult Sunday School 
teacher, a term on the Trustee Board, 
a term on the Deacon Board, a term 
as Moderator, and on a Search 
Committee.  Craig and his wife, Jane 
have been married for 39 years.  
Their two sons, Brad (Alison) and 
Ryan (Krista), are both ABC ordained 
ministers.  They have four grandchil-
dren.            (continued on next page)

Lake Springfield Camp
Trivia Night

Trivia Night - Saturday, November 
12, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.  Make plans 
now to attend this fall fundraiser for 
LSBC.  There will also be a silent 
auction.  Maximum of 10 people per 
table ($10 per person)  To donate a 
silent auction item or reserve your 
table, call Kim at (217) - 370 - 7967 

************************

GRR Website Contact
Information

Check out the GRR website for 
video clips of the GRR Annual As-
sembly. These will include speakers, 
“Spotlight on Ministry” clips presented 
during the Assembly.  The program 
book which includes reports will also 
be posted.  

E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks: revrick4@comcast.net

************************

Mainstream Contact 
Information

Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

Ricks4LR@comcast.net

God’s New Thing

Calendar

 2016

November:

    4 - 6:   ABY Gathering
   Third Baptist Church
    St. Louis, MO

       12:   Trivia Night
                Lake Springfield Camp

2017
March:

        11:  Area V Annual Meeting
   Second Baptist Church
               St. Louis, MO

        12:  Area II Annual Meeting

April:

  21 -22:  Clergy Spouse Retreat
                Lake Springfield Camp

         22:  Area I Annual Meeting
                Blackhawk Baptist Camp

         30:  Area IV Annual Meeting
                FBC Mattoon, IL
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.I  hope you took the time 
to honor your pastors dur-
ing the month of October.  
If you weren’t able to do 
it then, it’s okay, you can 
still do it.  They, and their 
families need your love, 
prayers, and support.  I am 
so thankful for all of the 
great servants that God 
has placed in the Great 
Rivers Region.  I am hon-
ored to serve alongside 

them.  I am also thankful for our area 
ministers, and for the office staff that 
serve in our regional office. 

I also hope that you are planning to 
enjoy family and friends as we head 
into this holiday season.  It’s a great 
time to celebrate all that God has 
done for us and given to us.  It is 
also a time to remember all of those 
who may not have all of the things, or 
blessings that we have.  It’s a great 
time to demonstrate the love of God 
through Christ as we give to those 
around us

Finally, put Dec. 23 on your cal-
endars.  We plan to have an open 
house on that Friday afternoon, with 
goodies and other things.  Come to 
town to shop, and stop by for snacks 
and drinks.  It will be fun.

Remember, be rightly related to God 
and find your joy there, and out of 
you will flow rivers of living water.  Be 
a vessel through which God can pour 
his love through.
In Christ,    

               Paul

Jerseyville First Baptist
175th Anniversary

This is a great time of year.  It is a 
time of being thankful, and a time of 
giving.  With that in mind I pray that 
you would still consider giving to the 
World Mission offering, and then con-
sider honoring our retired ministers 
by being a part of the M&M offering 
at the end of the year. 

 Oak Park Avenue Baptist Church
Berwyn, IL

Officers of the GRR (continued)

Rev. David Bilyeu was elected to 
serve as Second Vice-President of 
the GRR.  David serves as Pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of 
Greenville, IL.  He has served on 
the Ministry Board, Ministry of Staff 
Relations of the GRR and President 
of his local Ministerial Alliance.  Most 
recently he served on the Executive 
Minister Search Committee.  He is 
married to Patty, also an ordained 
American Baptist minister, who 
is currently the Assistant Area IV 
Minister of the Great Rivers Region, 
and Interim Pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Highland, IL.  
David and Patty have three sons, 
Andrew, Jacob, and Mark.

************************

ABCUSA Seeks New
General Secretary

The General Secretary Search 
Committee for American Baptist 
Churches has met to prayerfully dis-
cern the way forward in the search 
for our next General Secretary. The 
committee seeks the best qualified 
candidate who will serve ABCUSA 
with a sense of deep faith and love 
of Christ, engage in collaboration 
with denominational and ecumeni-
cal partners, offer both a pastoral 
and prophetic presence, and be the 
harmonizer who calls all American 
Baptists into unity. If you know of 
someone who would be a good 
candidate for our next General 
Secretary, please encourage them to 
apply and/or nominate them for the 
position.  More information can be 
found at http://www.abc-usa.org/
generalsecretarysearch/

A Word
From Paul 
Gibson,  
ABCGRR
Executive 
Minister

What a grand investment!  I have 
already heard from a number of mis-
sionaries as to how our “Outrageous 
Generosity” has made a difference, 
and will be making a difference for 
years to come.  One missionary said 
they had a specific need for $2,000, 
and they had no idea where it was 
going to come from, until they re-
ceived our letter.  Another missionary 
said that the work and the need was 
overwhelming and they just needed 
some encouragement.  Well, they 
got encouraged.  I have a feeling we 
are going to hear stories like this for 
some time.

I continue to travel around the region 
visiting a different church about every 
Sunday.  During the last few weeks 
I have been to Peoria, Jerseyville, 
Whitehall, Greenville, Greenfield, 
Mattoon, Nokomis, Chicago, St. 
Louis, and Bloomington.  I have been 
blessed to be at church anniversa-
ries, Heritage Sundays, and even a 
concert honoring a pastor, (Pastor 
Delano Benson of Antioch, pictured 

on left).  I look 
forward to visit-
ing more of our 
churches and I 
love to preach 
when I can.  If 
you want me 
to come your 
way, just let me 
know. 
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