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 The Mainstream
    

Outrageous Generosity
(continued)

Thailand, Congo, Sudan, Hungary 
and the Philippines.  IM worked with 
us to cover some of the areas where 
we have missionaries from our region.  
We still have around $25,000 to be 
given, but are waiting to see if some 
special needs come up that we want 
to cover.
Our region president, Elaine Bolen 
made this comment before we made 
our final decision.  She shared with 
the group that we need to remem-
ber that when people give funds for 
certain things that they want them to  
be used, and not just sit in an account 
some place.  Some of these funds 
have been sitting for many years.
There is a song written by Ray Boltz 
that expresses a great thought.  It’s 
called “Thank You For Giving To 
The Lord”.  One of the lyrics says 
this:  “A missionary came to your 
church, his pictures made you cry.  
You didn’t have much money, but 
you gave it anyway.  Jesus took the 
gift you gave and that’s why I’m here 
today.  Thank you for giving to the 
Lord.  I am a life that was changed.  
Thank you for giving to the Lord, I am 
so glad you gave.”  We believe we will 
hear many “thank yous” in Heaven.   
Here is simply what we are trying 
to do.  We are trying to be rightly 
related to God and to find our joy 
there, and then out of us will flow 
rivers of living water.  We are trying 
to be a vessel that God can pour 
His love through.

 
Outrageous Generosity

Part 2
   Outrageous Generosity began 
when we received a gift from an 
estate and decided to give 90% of 
it away to missionaries connected 
to our region, WMO, and the OHGS.  
That decision sent $269,000 to over 
18 missionaries and projects.  Now 
the rest of the story.
   Our board also made a decision 
last year to give away half of our 
church planting money to church 
planting outside of our region, 
concentrating in areas where we have 
missionaries who have special contact 
with our region.  We have been work-
ing with IM for a few months and they 
helped us come up with a plan.  At our 
Regional Board meeting last week we 
confirmed the plan and voted to give 
the funds.
   After receiving some church planting 
dollars from the sale of the Belleville 
church and adding it to our church 
planting funds, our fund had grown to 
around $759,340, with an additional 
amount of around $120,000 that can 
only be used in area V.  That meant 
that we had almost $380,000 to 
invest in church planting with Inter-
national Ministries.
   We voted to send $354,489 to in-
vest in planting with IM.  Those funds 
will be going to the following areas: In-
dia, Iboeamerica,   (continued on p. 4)

New Members of the
 Churches of the 

Great Rivers Region
First Baptist Church, Virden, IL 
Welcomes:  Justin Buzick  and Al-
lison Buzick

************************

GRR Website & Mainstream
For more news of mission and min-
istry, go online and click on the links 
(brown lettering) in these columns.
E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks: revrick4@comcast.net

************************

Mainstream Contact 
Information

Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

Ricks4LR@comcast.net

God’s New Thing

Calendar

2017
March:

        11:  Area V Annual Meeting
   Second Baptist Church
               St. Louis, MO

        12:  Area II Annual Meeting
               FBC Virden, IL

 24 - 25:  Face To Face
   FBC Greenwood, IN

April:

          1:  Area III Annual Meeting
               FBC Bloomington, IL

  21 -22:  Clergy Spouse Retreat
                Lake Springfield Camp

         22:  Area I Annual Meeting
                Blackhawk Baptist Camp

         30:  Area IV Annual Meeting
                FBC Mattoon, IL

June/July:  

June 28
 - July 2:  ABCUSA Biennial
    Portland, Oregon

September:

         28:  Minister’s Conference
    Chesterfield, MO

  29 - 30:  GRR Annual Assembly
    Chesterfield, MO
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   6. Be in prayer for our search pro-
cess for area ministers, one to serve 
Areas I and III and one to serve 
Areas II and IV.  We have had 15 
people apply, and should be nar-
rowing that down to 3 in the coming 
days.  Hope to have the new Area 
Ministers in place by June.

   7.  My Travels…Bloomington, 
Stonington, Jerseyville, Champaign, 
Marengo, Rockford, Peoria, 
Murphysboro, St. Louis…and that 
was just in the past two weeks.  
Always meeting great people and 
pastors from our churches.

   8.  Our pastor clusters are amaz-
ing.  It is one of the highlights of 
my month to sit with the servants 
that God has called to serve in our 
churches.  I look forward to every 
visit.

   9.  Continue to prayerfully consider 
your financial support for our region 
and for our special offerings.  We 
give because we are blessed.

I continue to be blessed as I travel 
and meet more wonderful people 
around our region.  I was just in 
Rockford and Marengo last weekend 
and met so many good people.  God 
is good.  I look forward to meet-
ing many of you in the weeks and 
months ahead. 

Remember, be rightly related to God 
and find your joy there, and out of 
you will flow rivers of living water.  
Be a vessel that God can pour His 
love through. 

                    Pastor Paul

A Word
From 
Paul 
Gibson,  
ABCGRR
Executive 
Minister
So much has happened in the past 
few weeks, and so much is coming 
up, that I thought I would just make a 
short note on each.

   1.  Area meetings are coming up  
in the coming months.  I hope to see 
you there.  It will be a great time of 
fellowship, food, and fun.
 
    2.  Plan to attend our regional 
meeting at the end of September 
in Chesterfield.  We have a great 
lineup, and the hotel and location is 
wonderful.  Marvin McMickle, enough 
said.

   3.  I hope that some of you will be 
planning to attend the ABC Biennial 
in Portland at the end of June.  We 
should have a new national leader 
by that time.

   4.  We  continue with “Outrageous 
Generosity, Part 2” by sending over 
$350,000 to help plant churches in 
seven regions overseas.  Our mis-
sionaries have been overwhelmed 
by our generosity.  Praise God, they 
deserve that generosity! 

   5.  One example of our planting 
funds:  Budget for neighborhood 
Ministry in Assam. Discipleship train-
ing program, 5 days for 15 people, 4 
times a year, including food, lodging, 
travel and a stipend for trainers…
total cost $2,925.  What a blessing!

Area II Annual Meeting
First Baptist Church
Virden, IL

Sunday, March 12, 2017
Worship will start at 2:00 and end 
with dinner at 6:00

Registration Fee:  $15.00 (includes 
meal)

Childcare is provided at no cost.

 4 His Glory (above) will be starting 
off the afternoon with a time to enjoy 
praise and worship.

Melissa Gibson and 
Cana Roth 
will be 
leading us 
in worship 
later in the        
afternoon

Robert 
Reynolds 
from Central 
Baptist Church, 
Springfield, IL 
will be sharing a 
presentation titled

“Engaging 
Through Engagement:  Telling 
Your Story Through Social Media”

Rev. Paul Gibson, our Executive 
Minister will be delivering the 
message:“Our Glass Being Half 
Full”

Area V Annual Gathering
“It’s God’s thing! Recommit, 

Re-imagine, Re-engage

March 11, 2017
9:00 am through Noon Luncheon

Second Baptist Church 
9030 Clayton Road
Clayton, MO  63117

Rev. Steve Mechem - Host Pastor 

Guest Speaker:  
Rev. Dr. Jeffery 
Haggray, Execu-
tive Director
American Baptist 
Home Mission 
Societies

Cost:  
Adults:  $10.00, 
Teenagers:  $5.00
Children:  Free

You can register online at 
abcgrr.org/areanews/area5.htm

via FAX  888 - 658 - 3803 

or US Mail at: PO Box 30698, Colum-
bia, MO. 65205-3698
   
Follow us on Face Book at Area V 
Gathering and on
Twitter@ #areavannualgathering 

************************

Note:  Detailed information on 
the Area Meetings for Areas I, III, 
and IV will be included in the next 
Mainstream.
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