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Great Rivers Regional
  Scholarship Programs        

Scholarship programs exist in the 
Great Rivers Region to assist young 
people who are members of Great 
Rivers Region American Baptist 
Churches to secure a college and/
or seminary education.  Scholarships 
for any college student (regardless 
of major) or seminary student from 
the Gernenz-Shurtleff/Wilcoxen 
Scholarship are available.  Ministe-
rial students attending ABC-related 
schools and seminaries in prepara-
tion for ministry can also apply for the 
Harold O. Long Scholarship.  All 
applications must be received in the 
GRR office by April 1, 2017.

To receive an application for these 
scholarships, write to:  

Scholarship Committee 
Attention: Debbie Naugle 
PO Box 13457 
Springfield, IL  62791

Phone: 217-726-7366 
Fax: 888-922-2477 
Email: debbie@abcgrr.org

Guidelines and requirements for each 
of these scholarships can be found on 
the GRR website under scholarships.

Resource:  Scholarship Opportuni-
ties Brochure:  Find it at www.abc-
grr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.
pdf

Area II Annual Meeting

First Baptist Church
Virden, IL

Sunday, March 12, 2017
Worship will start at 2:00 and end 
with dinner at 6:00

Registration Fee:  $15.00 (includes 
meal)

Childcare is provided at no cost.

 4 His Glory (above) will be starting 
off the afternoon with a time to enjoy 
praise and worship.

Melissa Gibson and Cana Roth will 
be leading us in worship later in the        

afternoon.

(continued on 
p. 2)           

New Members of the
 Churches of the 

Great Rivers Region
First Baptist Church, Kansas City, 
MO Welcomes:  Stephanie Davis, 
Shelbi Neel, Audrey Dibble, and 
Katherine Manda

Second Baptist Church, St. Louis, 
MO Welcomes:  Richard Heller 
Deanna Heller, Joseph Heller, Ayla 
Heller, and Kim Napier

First Baptist Church, Newton, IL 
Welcomes:  Mackenzie Holman, 
Shana Marti, Nicole Sturm, Gloria Lit-
zelman, Avery Zumbahlen, and Olivia 
Zumbahlen

************************
GRR Website.

E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks: revrick4@comcast.net

************************
Mainstream Contact 

Information
Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

Ricks4LR@comcast.net

God’s New Thing

Calendar

2017
March:

        11:  Area V Annual Meeting
   Second Baptist Church
               St. Louis, MO

        12:  Area II Annual Meeting

 24 - 25:  Face To Face
   FBC Greenwood, IN

April:

  21 -22:  Clergy Spouse Retreat
                Lake Springfield Camp

         22:  Area I Annual Meeting
                Blackhawk Baptist Camp

         30:  Area IV Annual Meeting
                FBC Mattoon, IL

June/July:  

June 28
 - July 2:  ABCUSA Biennial
    Portland, Oregon

September:

         28:  Minister’s Conference
    Chesterfield, MO

  29 - 30:  GRR Annual Assembly
    Chesterfield, MO

January 2017 No. 2      Email: debbie@abcgrr.org    web: www.abcgrr.org
                                                  Online edition now interactive 

mailto:debbie%40abcgrr.org?subject=Scholarship%20Info%20via%20Mainstream
http://www.abcgrr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.pdf
http://www.abcgrr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.pdf
http://www.abcgrr.org/ministries/SchchpBrchr12.pdf
mailto:ricks4LR%40comcast.net?subject=Mainstream
http://www.2ndbc.org/
https://www6899.ssldomain.com/grr-reg/f2fweb/index.cfm
http://www.lsbconline.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Blackhawk-Baptist-Camp-107873762625128/
http://www.joyforthejourney.org/
http://http://americanbaptists2017.weebly.com/
http://www.abcgrr.org
http://www.abcgrr.org/mainstream/archive.cfm


   3.  I was thanking God for the pas-
        tors in our region and for the
        cluster groups that we have. 
        Because of the cluster groups I
        have been able to get to know 
        many of these great pastors in
        a much more personal way.  We
        are blessed with the leadership
        that we have in our region.

   4.  I was thinking and praying about
        our area meetings coming up in
        the next two months.  I am 
        thankful for what is done in each
        area and I am looking forward to
        being a part of those gatherings.

   5.  I was thinking about and praying
        for our annual gathering that will
        be held in Chesterfield this Sep-
        tember.  We are blessed to 
        have Dr. Marvin McMickle as 
        our special guest speaker for
        the gathering and also blessed 
        to have Karl Slaikeu as our 
        leader for the Ministers Con-
        ference.  Plan now to attend this
        gathering.  It will be both practi-
        cal and inspiring.

Continue to pray for our missionar-
ies around the world is this time of 
unrest.  They need our prayers and 
our support.  And remember, be 
rightly related to God and find 
your joy there and out of you will 
flow rivers of living water.  Be a 
vessel that God can pour his love 
through.   

 Pastor Paul

************************
Fax Number

The Great Rivers Region no longer 
has a fax number.  To contact the 
region office please call at 
(217) 726 - 7366 or email office staff 
by using their first name followed by 
@abcgrr.org

A Word
From 
Paul 
Gibson,  
ABCGRR
Executive 
Minister

Dear Friends,

I just got back from my annual prayer 
and planning retreat. It was very, very 
good.  The retreat took place during a 
very interesting time for our country.  
It started on Inauguration Day. From 
that day onward the papers and 
Facebook were filled with comments, 
reactions, anger, justification, pro-
tests and other things.  

There were a lot of voices saying 
a lot of things but I was most con-
cerned about listening to one voice.  
During my retreat I heard God’s 
voice loud and clear on so many 
things.  You will hear more about that 
in this coming year as I share in the 
newsletter and as I travel around the 
region.  I would like to share five of 
them with you now, and expand on 
them later.

   1.  I was reminded of how thankful I
        am for our area ministers --- 
        especially our part timers who
        have been doing a terrific job in
        a difficult time of transition. 
        Thanks Muriel, Rachel, John 
        and Adrian, you’re the best.

   2.  Regenerational Church.  I read
        a great book on how churches 
        need to be a church that is 
        always reaching the next gen
        eration, and how they can get 
        there.  Much more to come on
        that.

Area II Meeting (continued)

Robert 
Reynolds 
from Central 
Baptist Church, 
Springfield, IL 
will be sharing a 
presentation titled

“Engaging Through Engagement:  
Telling Your Story Through Social 
Media”

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and 
more coming out every year…
With so many options it can be 
overwhelming and yet, your social 
media story will likely be the initial 
impression for most of your potential 
visitors. Additionally, it’s a great way 
to connect with your congregation. 
During this presentation we will dis-
cuss the importance of establishing 
a social media presence for your 
church and how to tell your church’s 
story at the right place, at the right 
time.

Rev. Paul Gibson, our Executive 
Minister will be delivering a mes-
sage about “Our Glass Being Half 
Full”

************************
Youth Scholarship

 Opportunity
Beta Sigma Psi, a National Lutheran 
Fraternity, is offering $1,500 scholar-
ships (titled “The Christian Leader-
ship Award”) to senior men in high 
school who plan on attending the 
University of Illinois, Indiana Uni-
versity, or Purdue University in Fall 
2017. For more information, please 
visit http://wp.betasigmapsi.org/
scholarships-grants/ or contact 
Nathaniel Stoll at (217) 273-3393 or 
Dylan Young at (618) 694-7042”

Church News
   On Sunday, January 15, First 
Baptist Church of Macomb, IL 
celebrated the retirement of Pastor 
Wally Holt.  During worship, Pastor 
Wally preached his last sermon as 
Senior Pastor of FBC, Macomb.  Jim 

Richard-
son, on 
behalf of 
the church, 
presented 
a crystal 
plaque 
commemo-
rating his 
fourteen 
years 
and nine 
months (to 
the day) 

of service to First Baptist.  There 
were several other meaningful mo-
ments during worship including a 
video tribute recognizing the different 
individuals Pastor Wally baptized 
while at FBC.  After worship a potluck 
meal was shared along with a special 
tribute recognizing the contributions 

of Pastor 
Wally’s wife 
Annetta.  No 
celebration 
would be 
complete 
without a 
“Pastoral 
Roast.”  
Many fun 
stories were 
shared.  
   We wish 
abundant 

blessings 
as Pastor Wally and Annetta enter 
this next season of life.  They will be 
greatly missed.
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