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 The MainstreamNew Members of the 
Churches of the 

Great Rivers Region
First Baptist Church, Decatur IL 
Welcomes:  Mason Gillespie

**********************

Face to Face:  A Help for 
Churches and Pastors 

Searching For God’s Call
Face to Face is an opportunity for 
Search Committees of churches 
seeking full time pastors (not bivo-
cational) to interview pastors and 
seminarians seeking to discern God’s 
next step. Each participating church 
and each pastor will be able to patici-
pate in several interviews during the 
two day event.  Look for information 
in the next few months about this op-
portunity on the GRR website.  
www.abcgrr.org 

Host Church:  First Baptist Church
Anderson, Indiana

Dates: April 20 - 21, 2018

Who’s Involved?  The American Bap-
tist Regions of Indiana / Kentucky, 
Greater Indianapolis, Michigan, Ohio, 
and Great Rivers (Team Member: 
Muriel Johnson)

************************

GRR Website
E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks:  revrick4@comcast.net
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Great Rivers Regional
Scholarship Programs

Scholarship programs exist in the 
Great Rivers Region to assist young 
people who are members of Great 
Rivers Region American Baptist 
Churches to secure a college and/
or seminary education. Scholarships 
for any college student (regardless 
of major) or seminary student from 
the Gernenz-Shurtleff/Wilcoxen 
Scholarship are available. Ministe-
rial students attending ABC-related 
schools and seminaries in prepara-
tion for ministry can also apply for 
the Harold O. Long Scholarship. All 
applications must be received in the 
GRR office by April 1, 2018.

To receive an application for these 
scholarships, write to:

Scholarship Committee
Attention Debbie Naugle 
PO Box 13457 
Springfield IL 62791 

Phone 217-726-7366 
Email: debbie@abcgrr.org

************************

Mainstream Contact
Information

Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

Ricks4LR@comcast.net

2018 Calendar
March:

      2 - 3:  ABWM Regional Board

         10:  Area V Annual Gathering
                Grace Baptist Church
                Kansas City, MO

          11:  Area II Annual Meeting
                 FBC Moweaqua, IL

April: 
 
         14:  Area III Annual Meeting

         15:  Area IV Annual Meeting
                FBC Murphysboro, IL
  20 - 21:  Face To Face

  27 - 28:  Clergy Spouse Retreat
                 Lake Springfield Camp

          28:  Area I Annual Meeting
                 Blackhawk Baptist Camp

June:

    8 - 10:  ABWM GRR Annual
                Conference, Northfield Inn
                & Suites and Conference 
                Center, Springfield, IL

September: 

         27:  GRR Ministers 
                Conference 

  28 - 29:  GRR Annual Assembly
                 The Chateau
                 Bloomington, IL
   

Be a vessel that God can pour his love through.  
Let It Flow

Ready, Set, Go!
...and tell the people all about

 this new life.  Acts 5:20
   Jon and Amanda Good and chil-
dren, Rachel, Sarah, Elizabeth, and 
Andrew,  are on their way to Hun-
gary!  After many months of securing 

funds, language study, and planning, 
the time has arrived.  The commis-
sioning service was held at Covenant 
Baptist Church, West Bloomfield, MI 
on October 28, 2017. 
   Amanda writes, “We have so much 
for which to be thankful. God has 
been faithful in our partnership build-
ing and you, our partners, have been 
supportive, generous, and prayer-
ful. We praise the Lord for being on 
mission together with you. Thank 
you for your many prayers, notes of 
encouragement, financial gifts, and 
amazing Commissioning service. 
Our gratitude for you can only be 
matched by the joy we feel in hav-
ing the opportunity to join with our 
Hungarian brothers and sisters to tell 
all about this new life in Christ.” 
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SKWIM 2018
   SKWIM will be Friday, January 
12th - Monday, January 15th at 
Green Lake, WI.  SKWIM is a ski 
retreat designed to create a shared 
experience between students and 
adults. Our hope is that your group 
will have a great time, experience 
God in a unique way through wor-
ship and teaching, and grow closer 
to one another through the activities 
and group time together. Middle 
school, high school and college 
students are welcome to attend! 
Mike Moore, a pastor and church 
planter in the Chicago area, will be 
our speaker and we will be led in 
worship again from a group of musi-
cians from Springfield.
   The cost of SKWIM varies de-
pending on activities selected. You 
can find more details on the reg-
istration form and at www.skwim.
org/group-leaders/.  Also, like 
us on Facebook at www.fb.me/
SKWIMGRR

Important things to remember:
  December 4th 
     SKWIM Registration due
     ABC SKWIM Releases due
    $50 deposit for each person at-
     tending is due.
  January 4th 
     Payments are due in full

   Students should pay the churches 
they are attending with and church-
es should make a check payable to 
Area II Youth and mail it to:
  Laura Rollet
  101 Sandstone
  Chatham, IL 62629
   You can find more information at 
www.SKWIM.org. There is also a 
place on the site on the Contact 
Us page that allows you to ask any 
questions you may have. 

York Baptist Church 
Celebrates 175 Years 

of Service
   The York Baptist Church of 
Thomson, Illinois celebrated their 
175th anniversary on July 16, 2017.    
The celebration included morning 
worship with  Rev. Dr. Rex Rogers, 
Area Minister for Area I,  delivering 
the message.  Rev. Rogers (pictured 
in the middle)also presented the con-
gregation with a certificate from the 
Great Rivers Region recognizing 
the church’s 175 years of service.  
Grant Stiles, Moderator of the 
church, (pictured on right) received 
the certificate.  Rev. Chuck Johnson 
(pictured on left) is the pastor of the 
church. 

   In true Baptist tradition, the wor-
ship service was followed by a pot-
luck dinner and time of fellowship.  
   Since music has been an integral 
part of worship at York Baptist, the 
afternoon event included music 
presented by the McCune sisters, 
Grant Stiles, Angela Ricketts, Pas-
tor Johnson and the Young Adult 
choir. 
   Former pastor, Rev. Kathryn 
Hutchins of Springfield, was present 
and spoke briefly to those present.  
Letters from former pastors, Rev. 
Daniel Goldberg and Pastor Steve 
Newell, were also read.

A Word 
From Paul
Gibson, 
ABCGRR 
Executive
Minister
“In Christ alone my hope is found, He 
is my light, my strength, my song.”

“Jesus is all the world to me, my life, 
my joy, my all.”

“Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, there’s just 
something about that name.”

There you have it—contemporary, 
traditional, or Gaither music—it’s all 
about Jesus.  And that’s what this 
season, and all of life, is about.  If 
it’s about the style of music, style of 
worship, translations of the Bible, 
how you celebrate communion or 
baptism, then we’ve made it about 
organized religion, and not Jesus.  
We’ve made church into something 
that we go to--not something that we 
are.  It’s all about Jesus and if it isn’t 
that for you, then you need to reboot.  
Get Jesus back in the middle of your 
life.  I’m not talking about getting 
angry or upset because someone 
said “Happy Holidays” instead of 
“Merry Christmas” or getting upset 
because someone removed a nativity 
scene.  No matter what people say 
to you, respond with kindness in the 
Spirit of Jesus.  You may be talking to 
one of His chosen people of Jewish 
faith and they would appreciate your 
kindness.  Quit worrying about stores 
and other places taking Jesus out of 
Christmas and start concentrating 
on how you have taken Jesus out of 
your life, your language, and the way 
you respond to people.  This Christ-
mas let people see Jesus in you, 
your family, and your life.

Prayer Requests:

Pray for the people of Puerto Rico.  
Our lead pastor of ABCUSA, Lee 
Spitzer, is working on a plan to 
partner churches here with churches 
in Puerto Rico.  Twenty-four of them 
were destroyed and the rest suffered 
great damage.  Would your church or 
cluster be willing to become a partner 
with one of our churches in Puerto 
Rico?

Pray for the Goods as they get 
settled in Hungary and as they work 
alongside the Stantons to love the 
people of Hungary with the love of 
Jesus.

Pray for our Church Revitalization 
team.  Wally Holt and the team will 
be meeting in January and share 
their plan with us afterwards.  

I pray that you and yours will pour out 
lots of love on our pastors and fami-
lies during the Christmas season.  
They work especially hard during 
these months.

Upcoming:  

Special news about a mission trip to 
Thailand, India, and the Philippines 
in February 2019, and news about 
a joint conference being planned by 
Judson, Northern Seminary, and the 
Great Rivers Region.  It’s exciting!

Remember, be rightly related to God 
and find your joy there, and out of 
you will flow rivers of living water.  Be 
a vessel that God can pour His love 
through.   Be the presence of Jesus 
in whatever you do and say, espe-
cially on social media.

Let it Flow.

Paul
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