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 The Mainstream
    

Speaker:  Chris Albin

Music:  Robert Reynolds

Workshops

Cost:
$50 for Youth 6th-12th
$35 for Youth Leaders

************************

New Members of the 
Churches of the 

Great Rivers Region

University Baptist Church, Cham-
paign, IL Welcomes:  Taryn Andros, 
Hannah Martin, Sam Moghaddam, 
Alex Renn, Hailley Shaw, Tim Wilson.
 

************************

Mainstream Contact
Information

Send your stories of mission and 
ministry.  Please also send the 
names of new members to:

Linda Ricks
232 Devron Circle

East Peoria, IL  61611

God’s New Thing

  4.  Our missionaries were wonder-
       ful.  The Smiths, Paul Rollet,
       and the Goods shared some 
       great things with us.  Continue to
       keep them in your prayers as all
       of them work to head to the mis
       sion field soon.
  5.  Dr. Solomon Rongpi shared a 
       great vision of what is happening
       in India and where God is lead-
       ing them in the years to come.
  6.  Muriel and her crew from Area V
       did a great job hosting us.
  7.  The music and the choirs were
       fantastic!
  8.  Our office staff - Debbie,  
       Nancy, and Melissa - did a  
       great job helping in many ways 
       to have everything ready for us.
  9.  Our sound and tech crew were 
       tremendous.
 10. The report from IM given by 
       Zofia Dripps was inspiring. 
       Look it up on our web site.
 11. Special thanks to Richard Ricks
       for the historical “spots” he put  
       together for the Gathering.
 12.  Special thanks to Mac Shotwell
        and Dwight Stinnett for being 
        with us.
 13.  It was great….plan to attend 
        next year.  Dave Fitch and 
        Shane Claiborne.
 14.  Special thanks to Adrian Lam-
        kin for the history pamphlet.
 15.  Special thanks to all of those 
        who I didn’t mention, forgive me 

(continued on p. 4)
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• I am going to challenge all of our 
churches to pray about two things 
next year.  I would like to challenge 
each church to consider sending 
someone to our annual gathering, 
and I would also like to challenge 
them to consider taking “The 
Grreat Offering” sometime in 2018.  
You will hear more about this later.

CHURCH REVITALIZATION:  You 
will be hearing more about this in the 
near future.  We are moving on this 
and will have a plan to share with 
you in about a month.  

Finally, one of the things that we 
experienced that was difficult at our 
gathering was that there is some 
division amongst us.  That is not hard 
to see or point out, but what is hard 
is to try and figure out ways to come 
together work on those differences. 
We are called to walk side by side 
and to work side by side.  By that 
they will know we are not just Demo-
crats or Republicans, but that we are 
Christians.  Let’s pray and work.
Finally, I pray that you will be rightly 
related to God and find your joy 
there.  Then out of you will flow rivers 
of Living Water.  Let Him flow through 
you.

Let It Flow.  

Paul 

************************
Webmasters: Have you begun to 
replace your FLASH animations and 
pages with an alternative? Adobe is 
phasing out FLASH!  Questions? 
E-mail GRR Webmaster, Richard 
Ricks: revrick4@comcast.net

A Word 
From Paul
Gibson, 
ABCGRR 
Executive
Minister
  It’s still happening.  Harvey, Irma, 
Maria, earthquakes, fires, and Las 
Vegas, have all been headlines 
in the past weeks.  One is almost 
afraid to turn on the news each day.  
We have work crews going to Lake 
Charles, and more trips coming up.  
We will be hearing more specific 
things about Puerto Rico soon.  It is 
bad, and they are still collecting infor-
mation.  Right now, the best way to 
give is through One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  As soon as we hear more 
we will pass it on.  In the meantime, 
please be praying.

 Now the good news.  Our Annual 
Gathering was wonderful.  Here are 
a few reflections on the weekend.
  1.  Karl Slaikeu did a wonderful job
       with the ministers conference.
  2.  Dr. Marvin McMickle inspired,  
       informed, and agitated us in 
       some powerful ways.  I am still 
       working through his messages.
  3.  Dr. Lee Spitzer shared his vi-
       sion with us as to what he feels 
       called to do as the new General 
       Secretary of ABCUSA.  We 
       have a good future with Lee 
       listening to God and then chal-
       lenging us to move on.
   

mailto:debbie%40abcgrr.org?subject=Mainstream
http://www.abcgrr.org
http://www.abcgrr.org
https://www.internationalministries.org/author/bl-smith/
https://www.internationalministries.org/author/p-rollet/
https://www.internationalministries.org/author/aj-good/
http://www.abcgrr.org/grrstaff/contactinfo.htm
https://www.internationalministries.org/leadership-board/
http://www.abcgrr.org/og/ThankYous.html
http://www.abcgrr.org/50th
http://www.abcgrr.org/50th/GRRHistory_Lamkin_reformat4web.pdf
http://www.abcgrr.org
http://www.abcgrr.org/mainstream/archive.cfm
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2017/09/20/still-relying-on-flash-player-nine-ways-the-adobe-phase-out-will-impact-you/#1809aa1c29f1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2017/09/20/still-relying-on-flash-player-nine-ways-the-adobe-phase-out-will-impact-you/#1809aa1c29f1
http://www.abc-usa.org/2017/09/22/american-baptist-home-mission-societies-pledges-to-rebuild-restore-renew-puerto-rico/
http://abc-oghs.org/
http://abc-oghs.org/


50th Anniversary of the Great Rivers Region

September 29 - 30, 2017

Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer

Dr. Mac Shotwell was the speaker at the American 
Baptist Men’s Breakfast.

Paul Rollet, 
Missionary to 
the Philippines 
speaks during 
the Mission & 
Ministry Banquet 

Mission grants presented to Antioch Baptist, St. Louis, 

MO and Primera Iglesia Bautista Hispana, Elgin, IL

Dr. Solomon 
Rongpi of North 
East India

Music was led by members of churches in Area V

Craig Donoho receives the GRR pin as the 
new president of the region.

Brian and Lynette Smith will be serving in 
Haiti with the Haitian Baptist Convention

Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle

Brian and Lynette Smith spoke at the American Baptist Women’s
Ministries Breakfast


