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am grateful to all who contributed financially to the projects 
we have completed in the last two years.   
 
We continue to offer a variety of ministries that support our 
congregation and our community.  The Board of Christian Ed 
is now offering Sunday School during the worship hour in an 
effort to attract children to our Sunday School program.  Our 
youth went to Quest in Green Lake again this summer.  Mark 
Grizzard, our youth group leader, has planned a variety of 
activities for our youth.  Our mission board has challenged us 
to support many mission projects, work on Rebuilding 
Together, and brought missionaries that inspired us to 
continue to be a mission-minded church.  The Diaconate has 
worked to facilitate meaningful worship for us in a variety of 
ways and settings.  They are also working on new ways to 
keep us connected and to reach out to visitors and new 
members.  As a congregation, we have many opportunities 
for fellowship and service through our traditional groups, 
ABW, ABM, youth group, small groups, and choirs. 
 
We are blessed to have a music staff that provides a variety 
of contemporary and traditional music in our services and 
through special events.  Mark Grizzard, Josh Russell, and 
Leigh Wiedelman, along with all of our musically talented 
members, inspire us and uplift us each week.  We had 
another successful Summer Music Festival that was 
extended to the Sunday service followed by an all church 
picnic.  Many of our musicians go out into the community, 
providing music and inspiration in a variety of settings.  Our 
music team was our inspiration and encouragement during 
some difficult months.  I want to thank them for their 
commitment to this Church. 
 
As I look back on my two years as moderator, I see God’s 
guiding hand at each turn in the road.  I cannot say that these 
were easy years, but they were growing years for me and for 
our church.  I continue to be amazed at the wonderful, caring 
individuals who do so much for our church. It takes a village 
to raise a child, and it takes a congregation of faithful 
servants to maintain a church and its programs.  However, 
this church does not only look inward, but reaches out into 
this community and the world to serve others, provide 
assistance to the less fortunate and bring hope to those who 
are discouraged.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Church 
moderator.  May we continue to seek new ways to worship 
and serve God here at First Baptist Church. 

  

Marti Atwater 

Moderator 

MODERATOR REPORT 
 

The mission of First Baptist Church is to minister to our congregation, the community and the world, so that all 
may experience the love and grace of God. 

First Baptist Church has faced numerous challenges this 
year.  However, as I look back on 2016, I see God’s hand on 
our church as we navigated this difficult time. As a church we 
are stronger, more determined, and more dedicated to our 
mission now than ever.  We know that God has great things 
ahead for First Baptist Church of Peoria.  We look forward 
with anticipation and look back with gratitude for God’s 
steadfast love and abiding grace. 
 
Our church created a long-range plan in 2015.  Early in 2016, 
the Executive Board held a retreat for boards and committees 
where we reviewed the plan and how each board would 
implement new programs and events.  We have implemented 
many of these ideas as resources allowed and continue to 
plan for future ways to reach out into our community.   
 
In April Rev. Jim Carlson resigned his position as Senior 
Pastor of First Baptist.  This transition was a difficult one and 
we pray for God’s guidance and blessing on the Carlsons as 
they strive to serve in new ways in Wisconsin. We are 
grateful to the Great Rivers Region for their help in securing 
pastors during the next four months as we searched for an 
interim pastor.  I want to thank Rev. Jim Middleton and Dr. 
Phil Ladd who also filled in during this period of time and 
continue to serve us.  We are very fortunate to have such 
wonderful, caring men as part of our congregation. 
 
With the help of the Great Rivers Region and the American 
Baptist Churches Transition Ministries Program, we hired 
Rev. Dr. Rodney Kennedy to be our Interim Pastor starting in 
September.  We are thrilled to have him with us.  Dr. 
Kennedy has challenged us to reach out into the community 
by sponsoring four big events each year.  The executive 
committee is working now on one for March and one for April.  
We are excited for new ideas and plans for how to enlarge 
our footprint in Peoria.  Dr. Kennedy has challenged the 
congregation to not be spectator Christians, but find ways to 
participate in and support the programs our church is offering.  
His sense of humor and contagious enthusiasm has brought 
life and joy into every worship service.  We are encouraged to 
see many members and visitors returning to worship with us 
each Sunday. 
 
During the summer of 2016 we installed a new boiler system 
for the entire church.  This is the last large capital item that 
needed to be completed at this time.  During my time as 
moderator we completed the parking lot, put a new roof on 
the flat-roof portion of our church, repaired the front entryway 
of the church, installed new air conditioners for the sanctuary 
and purchased a new boiler system. The trustees have 
worked hard to maintain our facility for the next generation.   I 



Perhaps we should call this the pastor’s quarterly report 
because I have only been here for three months. In any 
event, I am delighted to serve as your interim senior 
pastor. Thank you for giving me this opportunity and for 
your graciousness and hospitality.  
 
Since my arrival, we have concentrated on our spirit and 
our vision as a church. The smiles on your faces and the 
friendly buzz at coffee fellowship are two keys that 
indicate a vibrant and sweet spirit in our midst. I believe 
that this sense of a better spirit has been our major 
accomplishment in 2016.  
 
We have also been working with church leadership to 
stake out our vision as a church. First we have identified 
as our key demographics for outreach the following: 
senior adults, the university community, and young 
adults with children. Second, we are developing plans 
and ministries to “enlarge our footprint” in the 
community. We want people to know that First Baptist 
Church is an open, inviting, and challenging place. Here 
people are free to come with diverse opinions, beliefs, 
and convictions. Agreement is not our priority. Our 
interest is in the kind of open debate and questioning 
that leads us to what the early baptists called “more 
light.” Our journey is one of seeking to know the truth 
that will make us free. Disagreement on the details is 
expected; agreement on the essentials is more 
important.  
 
Our vision in more concrete terms includes three events 
this winter/spring: 

A presentation by Bill and Sue Trollinger, university 
professors, on the Creation Museum and the 
ongoing debate among Christians about 
creationism and evolution.  

A Seminary for Seniors that offers classes for those 
interested in having fun and enlarging their 
theological imagination led by me. Our first 
class, beginning on Thursday, January 19, will 
be “Faith and Doubt in Southern Literature.” The 
class will meet for four sessions and will be 
publicized and promoted to the entire 
community.  

“The Encouraging Parent” seminar for parents in 
Peoria led by me and based on my book The 
Encouraging Parent.  

SENIOR PASTOR REPORT 

Another practical part of our vision includes the increase 
in our financial commitment to the church. We believe 
that we need funds for advertising, a secular term for 
“telling our story,” to the broader community. This 
means that we are putting together a package of 
advertising that includes the web, newspaper, radio, and 
television. Your increased support of the church will be 
critical in helping us get the word out and give us the 
chance to increase our membership and grow in 2017.  
 
Our most important part of the vision is working together 
to pray for and support the Pastor Search Committee. 
My primary purpose here is to prepare you for the 
coming of your new pastor. He or she will be that person 
that the committee believes is uniquely qualified and 
called by the Holy Spirit to lead you in the coming years 
to being a productive, vital, and powerful church.  
 
Again, thank you for this marvelous opportunity. I really 
like it here and from the first day that I parked at the 
airport for FREE, I knew this was my kind of town. May 
the Lord bless y’all real good!  

  

Rev. Dr. Rodney Wallace Kennedy 
Interim Sr. Pastor 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11                                                                                             



 

  MUSIC & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES REPORT 

2016 has been a year full of Spirit-filled worship, 
meaningful fellowship, and new and abiding ways to live 
out our faith in the church building and throughout the 
community.  My involvement in music ministry, worship, 
and small group programming continues to be joyful and 
rewarding. 

 

Directing the Chancel Choir continues to be a 
consistently wonderful experience.  Rehearsals have 
been fun and productive, and the choir has sung 
beautifully in worship. The Higher Ground guitar 
ensemble is a thriving part of our music ministry, 
providing energetic and soulful service music and acting 
as a unique small group through rehearsals and special 
performances across the Peoria area.  The Youth Band 
has grown into an integral part of  the roster of church 
ensembles and has represented the church through 
community performances and increased the amount of 
musical offerings in morning worship.  
 
Joshua Russell continues to bring tremendous talent, 
generosity, and conviviality to this church, playing 
impressively and sensitively on the piano and organ. The 
Chancel Bells have continued to make beautiful music 
under the cheerful and organized leadership of Leigh 
Grizzard (!), who also generously gives of her talents as 
a vocalist when her busy schedule allows. A new Sunday 
School format has altered our children’s music ministry 
into a contained portion of Sunday morning activities, and 
Mandi Dyke deserves much gratitude for the joy and 
talent she offers to the ministry of this church. 
 
These ensembles, as well as soloists and ensembles of 
our church members, collaborated with guest musicians 
from the community on another successful First Baptist 
Summer Music Festival in August, with our own Higher 
Ground serving as headliners. This year’s festival 
featured an outdoor Sunday morning service, which 
turned out to be a beautiful day of praise that received 
featured attention from the Peoria Journal Star. Other 
examples of our music ministry reaching out to the 
community include performances by Higher Ground at 
OSF Hospice Services and Youth Band leading worship 
at a Celebrate Recovery! addiction recovery event.  
 
 
 
 

Our music scholarship program has continued to be an 
effective and rewarding way to build ties with Bradley 
University and to benefit from and develop young talent.  
Kaity Paternoga and John Posth have participated in 
Chancel Choir and a variety of special pieces, bringing 
their gifts and genuine faith to worship.  To compensate 
for their hectic school schedules, their involvement here 
at church has continued even during summer and 
holiday breaks, providing many wonderful musical 
experiences throughout the year. 

 

This year has given me the opportunity to take a larger 

role in ministry as the leader of youth group activities.  

Beginning this fall, I have had the privilege to lead our 

youth group in weekly meetings and special events such 

as a very fun and successful lock-in, outings such as a 

trip to Tanners, etc., and Youth Band activities inside 

and outside of the church.  Seeing this incredible group 

of loving, funny, and responsible young people grow in 

faith, maturity, and support for one another is a lasting 

joy. 

 

2016 also saw the resurrection of a church softball team, 

which provided more ways for church members to enjoy 

fellowship and increased connection to the community 

and each other.  Groups such as fantasy football league, 

Dining Out group, and increased social media 

interactions have given new ways for members and 

friends of this church to support each other and to 

provide outreach to the Peoria community.  

 

I am excited to maintain and strengthen these avenues 

of ministry here at First Baptist, and to continue to work 

to share the love of Christ and this church in a variety of 

ways! 

 

Mark Grizzard  

Music & Young Adults Leader 
   
 

"Sing aloud to God our strength;  shout for joy to the God of Jacob.  Raise a song, sound the tambourine, 
 the sweet lyre with the harp."  Psalm 81:2 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT 

 
 
 
The Diaconate Board has many responsibilities and services 
that  they  provide  throughout  the  year.  These  include 
preparing and serving communion, helping with baptisms, 
providing flowers for the sanctuary, welcoming visitors, and 
securing  members  to  serve  as  ushers,  greeters,  office 
workers  for  Sunday,  Welcome  Center  workers,  scripture 
readers, sound and video taping of services, as well as 
arranging transportation for those who need rides to and from 
church on Sunday mornings. We also work with the Missions 
board to help with the distribution of canned food that is 
collected monthly on communion Sundays. Other duties of 
the Diaconate are overseeing both the Health and Wellness 
team and our Keeping Connected program. Our Nursing 
Home/Homebound team assures that our members who are 
unable to attend church are visited on a regular basis. We 
also offer an 8-week grief support program whenever the 
need arises. We have a very busy and dedicated board that 
performs these duties as well as many others and constantly 
strives to make First Baptist Church a caring, welcoming 
place for all of its members and visitors.    
 
We have two important goals for 2017 which involve visitors, 
potential new members, and non-regular attendees. The first 
of these goals is to implement a program that tracks and 
monitors those who are new to First Baptist church in order to 
make sure they are assimilated into the various programs 
and activities we offer.  The second goal is  to redo the 
Keeping Connected program in order to change the focus of 
this outreach to our current members who have stopped 
coming to church on a regular basis, as well as to reach out 
and give support to those church members who are in need. 
Both of these goals were started in 2016 and the board 
hopes to finalize and begin the implementation phase in 
2017.   We  feel  that  both  of  these  ventures  will  help 
strengthen our existing membership, as well as helping to 
grow our church family as a whole. 
 
The Diaconate is a very active and important board that 
continues to strive to make our church a better place.  The 
current members of the board have done an extraordinary job 
this past year and should be commended for their hard work 
and service to our church.  
 

Thom Lacy 
Chair 

  

DIACONATE BOARD REPORT 

The Board of Christian Education has faced several 
challenges this year but our outreach to the community has 
once again been a success.  The Easter Egg Hunt and Trunk 
or Treat were well attended by the community.  We would like 
to thank everyone who helped make those two activities as 
successful as they were.   
 
We had four graduates we recognized this year and provided 
two of our young adults with scholarships to help them 
continue their education.  We provided Bibles to two of our 
children to assist them on their journey with Christ.    
 
We continued the High Voltage Sunday school program for 
children in Kindergarten through 4th grade.  The youth from 
5th through 12th grades have been working with Lisa Austin 
(whom they adore) on LinC, which is a current events 
program.  They have also worked with Mark Grizzard with the 
youth band and youth group.  As always, you have been 
more then gracious and generous. Their bake sales, Fat 
Tuesday and Super Bowl Sub fundraisers helped send 8 
youth and one leader to Quest at Green Lake.  They are 
looking forward to attending again this summer.    
 
Our adult program this fall has been lead by Barb and Bernie 
Drake.  They are doing “Hot Topics” with guest speakers from 
the community, with Phil Ladd filling in when needed.  We 
want to thank the three of them for helping with this.   
 
In 2017 we will continue to support our youth financially and 
spiritually.  We are going to have a “drive-in” movie for the 
community and congregation, find new ways to advertise 
within the community and start a monthly activity for 
members of all ages.  We are looking forward to a fabulous 
2017. 
 
 

Diane Tomsovic 
Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of Christian Education at First Baptist 
Church of Peoria is to develop, provide and promote 

enriching and relevant classes, programs, and events 
which will foster the personal and spiritual growth of  

individuals, families, the church and the wider  
community. 

The mission of the Diaconate is to serve God by 
providing Christian leadership to the congregation 

through worship, outreach and care. 



     BOARD OF MISSIONS REPORT 
 

The purpose of the Missions Board is to respond to God’s call to fulfill the needs of the world around us and to act in a    
manner that will lead others to Christ and  glorify God. 

The Missions Board, on behalf of the church, provided     
leadership, direction and support on the following mission 
programs/efforts. 
 
The mission budget supported efforts across the following 
major categories: American Baptist United Missions, ABC 
Special Interest Missionaries (Larry and Becky Stanton, Katie 
and Taku Longkumer, Wayne and Katherine Niles, Tim and 
Kathy Rice and Kristy Engel);  American Baptist Institutions 
(various College/Divinity schools, Camps and Friendship 
House) and other Peoria area ministries (reference budget 
details for specifics). We were blessed to hear firsthand from 
Wayne and Katherine Niles on their mission efforts in      
leading/supporting health and agriculture in the Congo.  We 
regularly hear from these missionaries and the other         
institutions we support and post these updates and notes of 
appreciation on bulletin boards just outside of Fellowship Hall 
and near the back entrance.  Thanks to Janet Middleton for 
her outstanding organization and displays placed on the  
bulletin boards.  Other highlights from programs supported in 
2016: 

Rebuilding Together - A work team led by John & Jen 
Dusek updated a home in south Peoria with some 
interior and exterior painting, ceiling patching,    
bathroom floor replacement and exterior tiling 
around the house perimeter to alleviate basement 
leaks during heavy rains. 

Friendship House - FBC funded the Criswell Summer 
Intern for the 27th year in honor of Rev. Garland 
Criswell.  The summer intern assisted in running 
summer programs for children in the area served by 
Friendship House.    

Hines School - As a designated Adopt-a-School we   
provided volunteer tutoring and school supplies  
donated by the congregation.  We are also the   
designated emergency evacuation location for the 
school.  We're looking for a volunteer to serve as 
our point of contact with Hines and the school is 
always interested in additional volunteer tutors.  
Thank you volunteers/givers! 

Spanish GED Class - We host on Wednesday evenings 
and provide childcare to the children of those     
attending.  This class is taught by people in the  
area.  Karen Stroemer provides and coordinates the 
child care and is joined by many from the church. 
Please consider volunteering to assist in this       
childcare ministry. Thanks to all serving in this    
ministry! 

Long-Range Plan - a long-range plan was developed in 
conjunction with an overall church plan - several 
ideas were documented.  Efforts to infuse and   
revitalize support for Friendship House, Rebuilding 
Together and Hines School were deemed best,  
given our  pastoral transition. 

 
The Board also coordinates for four major Mission offerings 
and the "Stuff-a-Bus" campaign - thank you for your support 
of these offerings. Thank you to the office staff for           
communication support on these and all mission efforts. 

America for Christ - $1,832 collected  
 (goal of $2,700) 
One Great Hour of Sharing - $1,986 collected  
 (goal of $3,000) 
World Mission Offering - $2,950 collected  
 (goal $3,000) 
Retired Ministers and Missionaries - $1,974  
 (goal $2,500) 
“Stuff-a-Bus” was held in November. We delivered an 

SUV full of food and $145 toward this effort. 
Friendship House reported overall city-wide food 
collection results over 8 tons! 

 
The Board is grateful for congregational financial, time and 
prayer support for mission projects noted here and all      
Mission endeavors at First Baptist. Goals for 2017 include    
looking for ways to strengthen relationships with Friendship 
House, Hines School and our surrounding community, as 
well as engage our International Ministry teams for first-hand 
reports of needs and activities relative to their respective 
efforts. 
 
I'd like to thank my fellow board members Sally Tiessen, 
Janet Middleton and Phil McAlearney for their collective   
efforts and Mark Teel for his prayer and email support as 
work kept him traveling much of the year.  We have a full 
board slated for 2017 and look forward to the co-leadership 
of Phil McAlearney and Janet Middleton as we move ahead. 
 
Through your prayers and giving of your time, talents and 
financial support we can minister to our congregation, our 
community and the world so that all may experience the love 
and grace of God.  Thank you!   
    

 Doug Miller  
Mission Board Chair 



 
 

 

Greetings, members of First Baptist.  As we look back 
on 2016, it has been another year of progress with 
addressing some long-needed maintenance items for 
our facility.  We have accomplished a lot this year.   
 
As spring approached, the air conditioning system that 
controls the church offices unexpectedly suffered a 
terminal failure.  As a result, the system was replaced.  
This added an unexpected cost to our annual budget of 
$5,000.   
 
Our kitchen had really become very dingy in appearance 
and run-down.  A contractor was brought in to sanitize 
all surfaces, remove all oil and grease build-up and 
provide a fresh coat of bright white paint to the ceiling 
and walls.  Our freezer in the kitchen failed in the early 
part of the year and also needed to be replaced.   
 
The next maintenance item that needed to be tackled 
was the lighting in our hallways.  Many of the ballasts in 
our existing fixtures had started to fail. Instead of 
repairing these one at a time, we partnered with a 
service provider to update all hallway fixtures at the 
same time.  The fixtures were retrofitted with T8 ballasts 
and bulbs which provide a much greater amount of light 
while using less electricity.   
 
Bob Klimko also partnered with anonymous donors who 
provided additional funds out of pocket to update all of 
the lighting in our kitchen and fellowship hall.  All lighting 
work comes with a 5-year warranty on the bulbs and 
ballasts which will cut down on costs in the next couple 
of years.  Major thanks to Bob Klimko who not only 
helped us with the lighting updates, but was 
instrumental in putting together a group of volunteers to 
clean out many of our classrooms that are not as 
actively used, the boiler room and the garage.  In many 
ways, our facility was starting to become a victim of 
hoarding and not eliminating those items that were no 
longer of use.  All of our classrooms and storage areas 
have now been cleaned out and the objective is to avoid 
any types of long-term storage moving forward.   
 

 

The mission of the Trustees is to care for the physical and financial properties of the church in a manner that 
enhances the spiritual mission of the church. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT 

The last key success for 2016 was the installation of the 
new boiler system. The price tag on the project was 
$130,000 and approx. $10,000 of asbestos abatement.  
The new system is online.  Instead of a single large- 
scale boiler, we now have four small boilers that work in 
tandem with one another.  The new system will bring a 
large energy savings and also avoid lots of medium- 
scale repairs that we were incurring with the old system, 
literally nickel-and-diming us to death.  The new system 
is also connected to our baptistry to provide hot water.  
Hunter Henderson came on board in a volunteer       
capacity to help with the boiler replacement project.  
Hunter brought a wealth of knowledge from similar    
projects he took on at First Baptist Church of          
Farmington. Hunter’s knowledge was extremely        
beneficial in helping us get the project completed.     
Additionally, Hunter volunteered time and services to 
strip and wax the floor in fellowship hall and other 
maintenance upkeeps around the building.  He has 
been a huge blessing to us during this time. 
 
Even with the accomplishments of 2016, we still have 
items to be aware of. Over the last four years, we’ve 
replaced our parking lot, roofs, water heater, sanctuary 
air conditioners, office air conditioner, lighting and boiler.  
However, keep in mind we still have some older        
infrastructure that could fail in the years ahead.  The air 
conditioner systems in both fellowship hall and the  
chapel are significantly depreciated, out of warranty and 
at risk for requiring replacement in the years ahead.  
The building itself also continues to settle. Some     
doorways and windows are in need of replacement.  
While not on an action plan for repairs, these are items 
added to the list of things that will eventually need to be 
addressed. 
 

I want to close out the year in review with again thanking 

the many volunteers across First Baptist.  Those hidden 

heroes who never take credit for their work but make all 

the difference in helping with the upkeep and           

beautification of our building.  This includes not only 

folks like Bob Klimko, Hunter Henderson and Jim     

Russell, but also groups who contribute.  The men’s 

group, ABW, the gardening group and others all make 

such a difference in our facility.  I close by saying thank 

you to all of you.  We simply couldn’t do it without you.   

Timothy S. Austin 



HEALTH & WELLNESS TEAM REPORT 

The mission of the Health and Wellness team is to 
promote within the church a caring ministry and 

healthy lifestyles. 
 

The Committee responsibilities are to: 
 Develop an understanding of whole-person health 

among the congregation. 
 Assist in determining the health and wellness 

needs, as well as the priorities, of the congregation.  
 Plan and develop, in conjunction with the parish 

nurse, health and wellness topics for the church 
newsletter, mailings, and bulletin board           
presentations. 

 Report regularly to the Diaconate regarding the  
activities of the Parish Nurse Program. 

 
This year we had a busy and good year. Special        
projects include: 
 Grief Support group was held this spring with Candy 

Lacy and Bob Atwater as facilitators.  We had 9 
people attending the 8 sessions. We had very     
positive responses by those attending. 

 Exercise class started in April in the Chapel on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings with Sally Tiessen 
leading the group. These continue to be well-
attended by both men and women. 

 We had two CPR/AED classes presented by AMT of 
Peoria. We had 29 people certified. 

 In May a “Sleep/Insomnia” presentation was given 
by Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse to the PrimeTimers. 

 Blood Pressure screenings are the 2nd Sunday of 
each month. 

 We have continued the “Health Tips” in the       
newsletter and on the bulletin board by the rear  
entrance. 

 
As always, the team welcomes suggestions from the 
congregation for ways to improve our ministry. 
 
Current team members are: Candy Lacy, Carolyn      
Pasquini, Sharon Polakow, Sally Tiessen, Bonna      

Zimmerman, and Lurene Ladd, Parish Nurse.  

   Lurene Ladd 
Parish Nurse 

FRUT REPORT 

The primary duties of the Financial Resources Utilization 
Team (FRUT) are to provide oversight of the              
investments of the church and provide recommendations 
and guidance to the Executive Committee on matters 
pertaining to church finances. 
 
The year 2015 was a time for major repairs to the 
Church structure: new flat roof, replacement of the two 
AC units for the sanctuary, and repair of the front door 
overhang failure. Roof and AC work is complete. Over-
hang repair is in progress. In January FRUT               
recommended selling the two houses for monies for the 
repairs. 
 
In April the recommendation for immediate funding was 
to use monies from the Property Fund, Unrestricted, and 
to borrow from the Activity account to make up the     
difference. The Activity account would be repaid after the 
house sales. This, together with funds raised from the 
Our Faith, Our Future, Our Time Campaign, were/are 
being used to pay for the work.  
 
In November, a subcommittee, headed by Ruth Collins, 
was established to review the Controllership services by 
the outside accounting firm in its review of First Baptist 
Church operations. This review is ongoing. 
 
Many thanks to Lorey Schlehuber, Judy Tellier and 
Sandy Johansen for their efforts in providing data and 
other information for use in our bi-monthly meetings. 
 
Committee members are also thanked for their             
attendance at late afternoon meetings held to address 
the financial concerns of the Church. The members are 
Tim Austin, Charlie Barton, Gordon Brown, Ruth Collins, 
Mike Connors, Doug Miller, Jimmie Miller, Jim Russell, 
Doug Stewart, Cornelia Teel, Church Treasurer Deb 
Houser, Moderator Marti Atwater, and Rev. Dr. Rodney 
Kennedy. The Committee reelected Charlie Barton as 
Chair and Cornelia Teel as Secretary. 
 

 Charlie Barton 
 Chair 



In 2016 memorial funds were established in honor of the 
following loved ones: Anna Bollinger, Dorothy Middleton, 
Sharon Rees, and Bill Wenger. These memorial funds 
provide First Baptist additional resources to fulfill our 
church’s mission.  We gratefully acknowledge these gifts 
and those that have served our church faithfully over the 
years.  May these funds keep their memories alive as 
we continue their service to this church. 
 
Church leaders, boards, and committees may request 
funds from memorials to purchase materials, enrich  
worship, provide special programming, and enhance our 
building and grounds. This year memorial funds         
provided money for youth attending Green Lake, kitchen 
upgrades, new landscaping, our annual music festival, a 
sanctuary sound system control replacement, our   
Bradley marketing intern, music scholarships, and our 
summer baseball team shirts. Memorial funds from the 
following loved ones made these projects and programs 
possible:  Sharon Rees, Gale Austin, Chris Ashburn, 
Marjorie Ingersoll-Gares, Norma Pitts, Margaret Shontz, 
Vera Stoecker, Irene Stokowski, Elouise Sauer, Pauline 
Deemy, Jack and June Crawford, William Nicol, 
Orvilene Jones, Gloria Genovese and Marlyn Wilkins.  
 
On Memorial Sunday a service was held to dedicate 
gifts purchased with memorial funds.  Also recognized 
were those individuals in whose names memorial funds 
were established. Janet Middleton has graciously     up-
dated our memorial book which is stored in a glass case 
across from our church office for your viewing. As of 
November 20th our church’s memorial fund contained 
$52,388. 
 
Many thanks to the Memorial Committee members who 
reviewed and approved the requests for memorial funds 
in 2016: Dave Stroemer, Barb Petroski, Janet           
Middleton, Cindy Courtney, and Mary Lou Russell. 

 
 

Wayne Nowlan 
Chair 

 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Pastoral Relations Committee met three times in 
2016. We have had one meeting with Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Rod Kennedy. Our current committee consists 
of Barb Drake, Phil Ladd, Paul Phillips, and Joe Sexton. 
 
The Pastoral Relations Committee’s main functions are 
to be a channel of communication between the ministers 
and the membership of the church. We also assist the 
ministers  in  his/her  leadership.  Furthermore,  we        
encourage the ministers and assist in both short and 
long term planning. 
 
Our committee also exists to foster awareness within the 
church  of  church-oriented  vocations,  and  assist         
interested individuals in their career development. Any 
interested individuals are encouraged to contact the 
pastor or any of our committee members to receive   
support and guidance. 
 
In our meetings, we discussed attempts to reach out to 
those people who have left our church over the last  
couple of years. We also attempted to provide support 
and encouragement as Dr. Rod leads us in  working 
with  three  different  demographics:  seniors,  Bradley    
University, and families with children. 
 
Congregational members are encouraged to contact any 
members of this committee if they have any concerns 
about  ministerial  leadership  in  our  church.  We  will     
continue to be active during this interim ministry and 
also when we receive a new senior pastor. 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Phil Ladd 
Chair 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 



The members of the Senior Pastor Search Committee 
are Chris Blancaflor, Sally Tiessen, Christy Martin, Bob 
Atwater, Bob Ryan, Doug Miller, and Paul Grove. 
 
The Senior Pastor Search Committee has been meeting 
regularly since its formation. We have conducted a 
church survey and tabulated the results, prepared a 
compensation plan and submitted to the executive 
committee, and developed a church profile which 
includes a current Senior Pastor Job Description. 
 
Based on a church-wide survey, the members of First 
Baptist Church stated that Preaching / Worship was the 
overall highest priority and nearly twice as highly rated 
as the second priority. The next three priorities were 
closely coupled and in the following order: Church 
Growth, Nurturing Fellowship, and Pastoral Care.  The 
search committee uses the results of the survey as we 
review candidate profiles and resumes during our 
search process. 
 
The committee has reviewed approximately two dozen 
prospective candidates. These candidates come from 
both ABC Regional recommendations and other 
suggested sources. This initial review of candidates has 
yielded some prospects. In addition, the committee is 
contacting seminaries, posting the opportunity in several 
denominational magazines, working with our regional 
and interim pastors, and expanding our network 
contacts as we continue to work on finding the right 
Senior Pastor for First Baptist Church. The committee 
continues to have faith and is confident we will be 
successful. 
 

Paul Grove 
Chair 

 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT 

The Personnel Committee serves as a liaison between 
the First Baptist Church staff and the church Executive 
Committee.  The committee also maintains the staff  
Employee Handbook, meets with the church staff    
members to discuss job performance goals and        
concerns, and makes annual staff salary recommenda-
tions to the   Executive Committee.  The members of 
the committee for 2016 were: Marti Atwater, Moderator; 
Wayne      Nowlan, Vice-Moderator; Larry France, Trus-
tees; Jan Burmood, Christian Education; Bob Atwater, 
Diaconate; Sally Tiessen, Missions; and Jim Russell, 
Chair/Member-At-Large. 
 
In the fall, the office staff and the music staff submitted 
self-evaluations which were reviewed and discussed 
with each individual by the Moderator and the Chair of 
the Personnel Committee to consider and discuss at 
length any staff concerns.  The entire Personnel     
Committee then met to consider the reviews and make 
salary recommendations which were submitted to the 
Executive Committee for further discussion and         
approval. 
 
We appreciate all members of our church staff: Music 
Staff, Mark Grizzard, Dr. Josh Russell, and Leigh 
Grizzard; Administrative Assistant, Judy Tellier;        
Financial Secretary, Lorey Schlehuber, Church        
Secretary, Sandy Johansen, and Custodian, Christina 
Hite. 
 
Although we did not evaluate our interim pastor, Rev. 
Dr. Rodney Kennedy, we are indebted to him for his 
support of our efforts and his input into our review of our 
employees. 
 

Jim Russell 
Chair 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT 



ABMen is an organization dedicated to providing 
resources and support to men throughout the American 

Baptist denomination. 

The year 2016 was one of opportunity for the American 
Baptist Men of First Baptist Church. Ron Jacobs and 
Dick Gillaspie share responsibilities of the presidency 
with Jim Russell acting as the treasurer. We meet on 
the first Saturday of each month at 8:00 a.m. for       
inspiring devotions, breakfast and good fellowship.    
Following breakfast we worked with trustees to 
complete a list of jobs around the church, inside or 
outside, depending on the season. 
 
We are represented on the Board of the Great Rivers 
Region ABMen by Dick Gillaspie who serves as Area III 
Vice President and as a Disaster Relief Team leader. 
Our members participated in volunteer work projects by 
ABMen, led by George Meyer from New Berlin. These 
included maintenance at Judson College, Elgin, IL.,  
University Baptist in Champaign, The Green Lake   
Conference Center at Green Lake WI.  
 
We are blessed and thankful to be able to enjoy new 
friendships and to have the opportunity to give of our 
labor when and where it may be needed  
 
 

Dick Gillaspie & Ron Jacobs 
Co-Presidents 

 

CHURCH CLERK REPORT 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED IN 2016: 
By Transfer/Experience 6 
By Baptism             0 
By Reinstatement          0 
 
 

TOTAL                6 
 
ADMISSIONS 

Sherry Harper  

Cindy Kosinski 

Cheryl Huddle  

Mark Kosinski 

Becky Kosinski  

Jay McGee 

 
 
 
MEMBERS DISMISSED IN 2016: 
By Transfer             9 
By Death             9 
 

TOTAL            18 
 
 
MEMORIAL ROLL: 

Hazel Burger  

Dorothy Middleton 

Wanda Phillips 

Robert Orrill  

Kathy Orth 

Sharon Rees 

Josephine Smith 

Bill Wenger 

Mary Wissel 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMERICAN BAPTIST MEN REPORT 



AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S MINISTRIES REPORT 

 The purpose of this society is to unite all the women of the church into a fellowship that will help each one to grow as a 
person in personal devotion to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and in commitment to the mission of His church through 

worshiping, working, and witnessing in all areas of life:  the home, the community, the nation and the world. 

The purpose of our organization is to provide opportunities for women to become involved in one or more of the three 
areas of ministry: personal development, church & community, and mission & service.  Two of our most important 
projects are White Cross and Love Gift.  White Cross is a program through which American Baptist Women provide 
needed supplies to diversified ministries within the mission program of the American Baptist Churches’ National and 
International Ministries. Supplies (including bandages made from sheets) and financial gifts are sent each year as a part 
of our ministry.  We sent 214 bandages (37 were rolled by the children of our GED students) and 100 white squares to 
the Congo.  Love Gift is a program of financial support through “over-and-above” giving.  The American Baptist Women 
have been putting their “loose change” into their Love Gift boxes as an expression of gratitude for their daily blessings. 
These funds, amounting to $839 in 2016, are collected and sent to the national offices as an integral part of our United 
Mission, which provides funds for every aspect of our denomination’s ministry. Reaching out to the community with 
talents, time and money is also an important part of our work.  Local and state agencies (listed in the ABW Program 
Book) are included in our budget to receive support. 
 
Our operating funds are raised through pledges, to which all women of the church are able to contribute.  This year 33 
women pledged $1,270. Our Bakeless Bake Sale is our primary fundraiser, This year 56 women raised $1,266.  Our Nut 
and Fruit Sale has also profited, so far (Sept.-Dec. 31st) netting $1,253. Proceeds from both of these are used to support 
our mission projects. 
 
The ABW Ministries regional project ($15,000 goal from all churches in the region) is to be used for Deborah’s House in 
Tijuana, Mexico.  Our area project ($2,000 goal from all area churches) is for Blackhawk and Springfield Camps. 
 
As a member of Great Rivers Region, American Baptist Churches USA, we link with the 54 other churches of the area in 
attending area and regional gatherings and conferences. On the national level, our women have attended conferences at 
the American Baptist Assembly, Green Lake, WI. The goals of these gatherings (which can be attended by any woman in 
the church) are leadership development, mission education and personal growth.  Women need to continue to learn of 
our denominational work on an area, regional and national level. 
 
We continue to unite in our efforts to serve God in our church, community, and our world! 

 
Carolyn Ihnken 

President 

Program Theme:  See... 
Mission Emphasis:  See...The Beloved Community—Transformative Relationships 



 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Wayne Nowlan, Moderator 
Joe Sexton, Vice Moderator 

Deb Houser, Treasurer 
Nancy Phillips, Church Clerk 

BOARD OF MISSIONS 
2017 Chris Hall 
 Janet Middleton 
 Mark Teel 
2018 Phil McAlearney 
2019 Cora Lynn Green 
 Bev Searcy 
 
 
 
   
 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
2017 Tim Austin 
 Bob Brown 
 Ron Jacobs 
 Bob Klimko 
2018 Chris Blancaflor 
 Cindy Courtney 
 John Crawford 

 Dale Ryan 

2019 Paula Austin 

 June Fredell 

 Bob Ryan 

 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
2017  Christy Martin 
   Barb Petroski 
   Pat Sheikh 
   Diane Tomsovic 
2019  Nancy Phillips 
   Karen Pilgrim 
   Delores Swigart 
   Dave/Vicki Weatherington 
                          
 
 
 
BOARD OF DIACONATE 
2017 Lisa Austin 
 Jen Dusek 
 Deb Houser 
 Carolyn Ihnken 
2018 Gordon Brown 
 Jonathan Ellison 
 Paul Grove 
 Dave Stroemer 
2019 Rennie Blancaflor  
 Cheryl Huddle 
 Rodney Osborn 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

   FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 
 
RECEIPTS     2016 BUDGET    2016 ACTUAL   2017 BUDGET 
CHURCH PLEDGES                                                       $272,806 $239,944 $300,000 
PLATE OFFERINGS            75,000           85,205                    65,000 
CHURCH RENTALS            20,000             7,786                         8,000 
INVESTMENT INTEREST                      2,000             2,000             2,000 
HOMER BOONE BEQUEST             3,307             3,307                   0 
ACTIVITY FUND            49,000           49,000           11,407 
OTHER INCOME*              8,540                    13,480             4,079     
  
 TOTAL RECEIPTS        $430,653       $400,722       $390,486 
            
 
 
DISBURSEMENTS 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION              $   3,000             $    1,003     $   2,500  
DIACONATE              3,000                         1,598         3,000 
EXECUTIVE          259,113         247,051     228,511 
MISSIONS            38,540           36,704             36,475 
TRUSTEES          122,000         129,498     115,000 
MUSIC COMMITTEE              5,000             4,629         5,000 
   
 TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                  $430,653                    $420,483   $390,486 
        
YTD RECEIPTS TO DISBURSEMENTS  ($19,761) DEFICIT                    
  
*Other Income: Christmas Gift contributions, Cookbook sales for 2016; Offsets to Music and Missions expenses 2016 & 2017 

 
 
 
                
 
INVESTMENT FUND SUMMARY         YE 2015   YE 2016            
UNRESTRICTED FUND        $115,747  $107,589  
PROPERTY FUND                41,368       39,360       
ENDOWMENT FUND            511,058      447,951      
ACTIVITY FUND             281,793     134,824 
  
 
 TOTAL INVESTMENTS                         $ 949,966               $729.724 
 
 



BUDGET OVERVIEW 

Budget results from 2016 
 
We had a deficit of ($19,761) due to a variety of reasons.  Church pledges were under $32,863, but plate offerings 
were $10,205 over. Rentals were under $12,214. Fortunately, the boards as usual did a great job of keeping the 
expenditures down and were under budget by almost $10,170. 
 

Proposed budget for 2017 
 
The proposed budget for 2017 is $390,486. The Executive budget would change if a senior pastor is hired for this year.   
 
I would again like to thank our office staff for the great job they do.  They do a lot to keep our expenditures down and 
were willing to work less hours. I would also thank Dr. Rodney Kennedy for all he did to help us try to balance our 
budget. 
 

Cash & Investments held 
 
The preceding page recaps the church’s investment accounts.  It is down from last year because of the cost of the new 
boiler. 
 
The Activity Account fund balance for the year-end was $134,824. This money market account consists of balances 
(among others) from church groups. 
 

Checking Account balance 
 
As of December 31, 2016, the checking account balance was $66,124. 
 
Thank you for your faithful and generous giving to the ministries of First Baptist Church. 
 
 
. 

Deb Houser 
Treasurer  



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BUDGET 
 
 

 

 
 

DIACONATE BUDGET 
 
 

 

 

  2016   
Budget 

2016 
Actual 

2017 
Budget 

        

Childcare $100 $    0   $100 

Curriculum 1,000 589  25 

Church School/Library Supplies 100 0 100 

Children/Youth Ministry 500 64   500 

Family Life Ministry 400 0 888 

Outreach Ministry 900 350 887 

        

 Total $3,000 $1,003 $2,500 

  2016 
Budget 

2016 
Actual 

2017 
Budget 

        

Communion/Worship/Flowers $600 $381 $600 

Welcome Center/Visitors 300 0   800 

Ministry to Members' Supplies 600 45 600 

Parish Nurse Program 400 292      400 

Discipleship Class Materials 100 0  0 

Celebrations/Social Events Team 1,000 880 600 

        

Total $3,000  $1,598 $3,000 

    

    



  2016 
Budget 

2016 
Actual 

2017 
Budget 

Senior Pastor       

     Salary/Housing $85,900  $68,099 $0 

     Medical 18,521 15,727 0 

     Pension (redistributed) 5,244 4,581 0 

     Travel Allowance 800 362 0 

     Education/Conference Expense 1,000 80 0 

     Professional Expense 1,000 688 0 
    
Interim Pastor*    
     Salary 0  16,241 65,000 
    Travel/Housing 0  4,762 10,000 
    
Music/Young Adult Salary 27,859 27,859 30,000 

    
Music Staff Salaries 21,718 21,752 23,537 

Office Staff Salaries 58,255 54,369 60,674 

    Continuing Education 300 267 0 

Building  Salary 13,000 12,572 14,000 

Workman’s Compensation Insurance 2,016 1,860 2,000 

Payroll Taxes 9,000 9,112 9,800 

Search Committee** 8,500 3,275 5,000 

Marketing* 0 0 2,500 

Accounting Support 6,000 5,445 6,000 

Total $259,113 $247,051 228,511 

     

*New items 

**Redistributed from Pension 

   

    

    

                       

EXECUTIVE BUDGET 

 



  2016 
Budget 

2016 
Actual 

2017 
Budget 

        

American Baptist United Missions $15,000 $15,000 $15,000 

ABC Special Interest Missionaries 7,200 7,200 7,200 

American Baptist - Institutional 6,265 6,265 4,975 

-Rainbow Acres 150 150  150 

-Colgate Rochester Divinity School 1,000 1,000  1,000 

-Judson College 300 300  300 

-Baptist Student Center, Champaign 500 500  250 

-Baptist Student Center, Normal 1,000 1,000  500 

-Area III Program Board 140 140  100 

-Friendship House, Peoria IL 2,500 2,500 2,500 

-Lake Springfield Baptist Camp 175 175 175 

Peoria Area Ministries - Non ABC 9,575 7,908 8,800 

-Criswell Summer Intern, Friendship House 2,500 2,500  2,500 

-South Side Mission 2,000 1,833 2,000 

-Common Place 1,075 1,075  1,000 

-2016 Long-Range Planning Support* 3,500 2,500 3,000 

-Hines Adopt-A-School          500 0           300 

Miscellaneous Mission Expense 500 331 500 

    
Total $38,540 $36,704 $36,475 

    

    

    

    

 *Includes Rebuilding Together    

    

MISSIONS BUDGET 



  2016 
Budget 

2016 
Actual 

2017 
 Budget 

Building Contract Services $18,000 $13,542 $18,000 

Kitchen & Janitorial Supplies 6,500 5,355 6,500 

Office Supplies 3,000 2,029 3,000 

Stewardship Supplies 500 696 500 

Telephone Expense 2,500 1,691 2,500 

Postage and Freight 2,000 1,857 2,000 

Maintenance Supplies 2,400 373 2,400 

Building, Contents & Liability Ins. 25,000 21,145 25,000 

Utilities Expense 32,000 26,932 25,000 

Lease & Contract – Equip. & Software 15,000 19,799 15,000 

Building & Equipment Repairs 13,100 35,835 13,100 

Printing Expenses 2,000 244 2,000 

     
Total $122,000 $129,498 $115,000 

TRUSTEES BUDGET 

Guest Musicians $100 $0 $0 

Piano Maintenance 500 475 500 

Organ Maintenance 1,000 237 300 

CCLI (copyright) 200 0 200 

Anthems 100 767 700 

Substitute Organist 1,000 1,150 1,200 

Music Scholarship 2,000 2,000 2,000 

Miscellaneous Expense 100 0 100 
      

Total $5,000 $4,629 $5,000 
    

    

    

MUSIC COMMITTEE BUDGET 

2016 
Budget 

2016 
Actual 

2017 
 Budget 


