FIRST BAPTIST NEWS
NOVEMBER 5, 2019

There’s a big tree right outside of the northwest entrance to the church. You know, the door near
the playground. This door is the unofficial entrance to the church and the way I go nearly everyday.
So I walk past this tree multiple times each day, as do many others. But it is only this fall that I
noticed that the tree wore four different colors.
People talk about the trees blazing in the autumn horizon. And they’re right. It is strikingly beautiful.
But there’s something special about seeing a tree bearing all the colors of autumn. Summer green,
delicious yellow, warm orange, and blazing red, each color found on the same tree. Each color telling the same story that time is passing, summer is gone, fall has come, and winter is approaching.
This one, beautiful tree is like a family reunion where multiple generations of women and men
gather to take a big photo.

This tree represents the best parts our church, and likely the best parts that any church could hope
for. For what could be more beautiful than seeing a little girl dance in the sanctuary, while a college
kid reads scripture, as a father sings his favorite hymn, and a grandparent silently gives thanks to
God for so many blessings. We do not often pause long enough to thank our God for the blessing
of community, diversity, young kids, or senior adults. But we should. Like a tree proudly wearing
its coat of many colors, we should give thanks to God for the signs of life and the joys of being
together.
I hope you’ll join me in giving thanks for our community. And then go out and welcome others to
come and be a part of First Baptist. Each new visitor brings their own story and their own colors, all
adding to the wonderful community God has formed at our church. May we serve well, play hard,
laugh a lot, worship authentically, and fellowship together.
Serving Together,
Dr. Rob Collins
Senior Pastor
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WORSHIP
10 AM Worship & Children’s Sunday School ■11 AM Fellowship

Sunday, November 10, 2019

“God of The Living”
2nd Thessalonians 2:16-17 (Common English Bible)
Jesus gives a profound teaching on the power of resurrection, and
life that comes after death. Amongst this powerful Christian
doctrine is a message of comfort and hope.
Music: "City Called Heaven" —Pierre Paul and Chancel Choir
Welcome Center: Judy Ryan

Sunday, November 17, 2019

“A New Day”
Isaiah 12:1-6
When Jesus predicted the destruction of the temple, he shocked
people. There was little worse news that anyone could imagine.
Yet, Jesus continued teaching that a new day would come, a day
full of joy, hope, redemption, and mercy.
Music:
"You Are the New Day" —Chancel Choir
"Thank You, Lord" —Higher Ground
Welcome Center: Bonna Zimmerman

During the month of November and early December, we will
be collecting non-perishable food items for Friendship
House’s pantry. Friendship House provides groceries for
anyone who comes every Monday and Wednesday afternoon and Friday evening. No one is turned away. Not only
are non-perishable items provided, but on Friday fresh meat,
dairy and produce are also offered. Friendship House gets
low on food before the year is over.
Your generosity last year filled up 2 big boxes, a large table
top and the floor around the boxes with food items. This year
City Link hopes to be able to provide us with three large
boxes. Can we fill them up? I think we can.
If you need ideas of what to bring, pick up a list of suggested
items from the Welcome Center. Friendship House says
they have more than enough canned green beans and corn.
They badly need canned meat. They also collect soap,
lotion, diapers and feminine products to give out. We have
until Dec 3rd to fill up 3 boxes for our Stuff-A-Bus campaign.
Thanks for your generosity.
Cora Lynn Green, Mission Board

PRAYER CONCERNS
Tom Maulding
Char Austin
Helen Nicol
Sharon Stanard
Rose Kimpling
Mark Stanard
Jim Ashton
Rosemary Walk Mary Hinch
Jerry Edwards
Alyssa Russell
Karen Vickerman
Jacquelyn Kellogg Deb Houser
Traci Nielsen
Leon Vickerman
John Hart
Don Middleton (Rev. Middleton’s son)
Carol Standifer (Sonya Baldauf’s aunt)

Member News
You're invited to a best wishes/farewell reception for Sally Johnson
Tiessen hosted jointly by the Health & Wellness Committee and
Higher Ground after worship on November 17th.
Sally has been highly involved in our Music Ministry Higher Ground
ensemble (8 years), Lay Leadership (4+years) and FBC Exercise
Class CPT leader (almost 4 years). She is relocating to the West
Coast this month to continue her career as a Certified Professional
Trainer and pursue other endeavors.
Doug Miller, Diaconate

Many American Baptist ministers and missionaries make
financial sacrifices to answer the call to ministry. Many times
this leaves them ill-prepared for retirement. In 1977 the
American Baptist Convention initiated the RMMO to help
these ministers. Around 57% of the offering collected is used
to give every retired minister and missionary, their widowed
spouses and their families a “thank-you” check. The
remainder of the offering is used for emergency support and
financial assistance in crisis situations. Our church goal for
2019 is $3,000.
In keeping with the spirit of our Consecration Sunday
campaign, “Thanks from a Grateful Heart,” please give
generously to this year’s RMMO campaign on Sunday,
November 24th. Let’s give back with an open and grateful
heart to those who have given so much of themselves at
home and abroad.
Bob Atwater
Mission Board, RMMO Coordinator

CONSECRATION SUNDAY
Thank you to all who supported us during Consecration
Sunday. Again, we thank everyone for their diligence
in returning commitment cards to the church. We look
forward to a great year in 2020.
Thank you to all members who served on boards and
committees through 2019.
We look forward to working with the members who
were approved to join the boards in 2020. The following new board members were approved during the
Consecration Sunday meeting.
Christian Education
Wayne Nowlan
Pat Sheikh
Chris Blancaflor

Mission
Lisa Austin
Joan Trotter
Mary Little

Diaconate
Jonathan Ellison
Dale Loudermilk
Chris Hall
1 Open

Trustees
Janet Middleton
Bernie Drake
Dave Stroemer
Jo Sternberg

Joe Sexton
Moderator

HOLIDAY FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTMAS AT FIRST BAPTIST — Please join us
on Sunday, December 8th, at 6:00 p.m. as we
welcome members of the community to First
Baptist Church to enjoy holiday music in the
Sanctuary. Refreshments will be served in Fellowship Hall after the musical celebration.
FRIENDSHIP GROUP CHRISTMAS SOCIAL —
Members of the group will meet at the home of
Bob and Arla Klimko, 3325 W. Capitol Drive,
Peoria, at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 14th.
Please bring one white elephant gift for each
person attending.
FBC FAMILY CHRISTMAS — Please join us
Wednesday, December 18th, at 6:00 p.m. as we
share good food, fellowship and music in
celebration of the holiday season. Bring yourself,
your family, and a potluck dish to share. Contact
Jo Sternberg at 309-839-2007 to find out the best
dish to bring.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE — Please join us for a
music-filled service at 5:00 p.m. on Christmas
Eve, Tuesday, December 24th.
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IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF

GOD.

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

ABW November Dates

“The Science and Politics of Climate Change” will
be the subject of our November 24th Contemporary
Issues Class. The speaker will be Dr. Jeanie
Bukowski, Associate Professor in the Institute of
International Studies at Bradley University, with
particular expertise in environmental politics and
policy. We look forward to hearing from her and
trust no record snowfall will shut down the church,
as it did when she was scheduled to speak in
February. The class will meet at 11:15 in the
sanctuary.

ABW Brunch will be on Saturday, November 16th, from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
We are going with Jo Sternberg to visit Ireland, and share lots of fun and facts
from her visit. Don’t forget you can invite friends, just make reservations so
we have a seat for them. Call Carolyn at 309-685-1388 or e-mail her at
csimk@comcast.net for reservations. Cost will be $4 at the door. Devotions
will be done by Sharon Stanard. We will have two offerings, Love Gift and
the Rices, ABC missionaries in the Congo.

KID'S CONNECTION
November 24th during the Contemporary Issues
class after church, kids from birth-5th grade will
meet for Kid's Connection! During Kid's Connection,
we will dive into a bible study followed by a snack
and fun activity. This time also serves as childcare
for adult Sunday School time. We look forward to
this time together!

Circle of Friends will meet Tuesday, November 19th, at 12:30 p.m. in
Fellowship hall. Thelma Hopwood will be speaking about Thanksgiving
Tradition.
Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 19th, at 1:00
p.m. in the home of Laura Laninga, 428 W. Stratford, Peoria. The book to be
reviewed is Educated by Tara Westover.

2019 Christmas Poinsettias
We will be taking orders for poinsettia plants November 3-17. Orders and
payment may be left in the Warm Room on Sundays or in the office during
the week. The cost per plant is $15.

