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Henri Nouwen writes:
“Your love, insofar as it is from God, is permanent… The great paradox of
love is that precisely when you have claimed yourself as God’s beloved child,
have set boundaries to your love, and thus contained your needs, you begin
to grow into the freedom to give gratuitously.”
—The Inner Voice of Love: A Journey Through Anguish to Freedom
“Gratuitous” is a neat word. When used in the context of giving, especially of love, it means
to give with abandon. It means to give without reason or even justiﬁcation. Which is exactly
how God gives love to the world, to you and me. God loves gratuitously. God gives love
with abandon and without reason. And I am so very thankful that God does exactly that.
For who could earn such love? Who could accomplish deeds to achieve the worthiness
required for the permanent love of God? Perhaps a few brave and humble souls would
meet the test. But I’m afraid most would not, including myself. So I’m thankful that God
chooses to love with reckless abandon.
I want to remember this love as Consecration Sunday approaches (on October 27th). As
we, together, pray for our church, pray for our leaders, and pray for the ministry that will
happen in the year to come, let us all remember God’s deep love for us and the world. For
it is out of that love that we are called to give. Not just money, but time, energy, and hope
as well.
Brennan Manning talks about this love of God in “The Ragamuﬃn Gospel,” when he says:
“my deepest awareness of myself is that I am deeply loved by Jesus Christ and I have
done nothing to earn it or deserve it.”
Let us pray for others with the same grace God has blessed us.
Let us serve others with the same mercy God has blessed us.
Let us give with the same abundance God has blessed us.
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WORSHIP
10 AM Worship & Children’s Sunday School ■11 AM Fellowship Time

Sunday, October 13, 2019

“Do Not Forget to Live”

Sunday, October 20, 2019

“Give Me Justice”

Psalm 66:1-7

Psalm 121:1-8

Rejoice in what God has done. That is the message from Psalm
66, and it is our theme for the thirteenth. God wants you to live
a good, authentic life. But more than that, God wants you to live
with gratitude. Learning to truly live is the most practical theology you could ever have.
Music: "The Morning Trumpet" - Chancel Bells
"Heart Bleeds" - Walter Baldauf and Mark Grizzard

We must rise up and demand justice in the world. That’s what
God calls us to do, but not alone. The psalmist reminds us that
help comes from the Lord, for God is our keeper!
Music: "Justice" - Chancel Choir
Welcome Center: Diane Brown

Welcome Center: Lynelle Ryan

from a grateful heart

—Colossians 3:16

PRAYER CONCERNS

“NEWS DESERTS”

Tom Maulding
Char Austin
Helen Nicol
Sharon Stanard
Rose Kimpling
Mark Stanard
Jim Ashton
Rosemary Walk Mary Hinch
Jerry Edwards
Alyssa Russell
Karen Vickerman
Jacquelyn Kellogg Deb Houser
Leon Vickerman
John Hart
Ted Osborn (Dr. Osborn’s brother)

What happens to our communities when local newspapers
die? Who watches over our city councils, school boards, park
boards, politicians? How do we know whom to vote for?
Where do we get our news? And the best question: Can we
stop this from happening?

THANK YOU
Many thanks for the generous donations of food you provided
during the months of July, August, and September.

Our pantry is located at Westminster Presbyterian Church on
Moss Avenue, where we support an average of 300 families
each month. WestMark is a joint venture between Westminster
and St. Mark's Church, and we mainly serve residents of the
West Bluff and the South Side of Peoria.
Wayne and Diane Nowlan
Tom and I would like to say a huge thank you to all those who
participated in this year’s Dish Pak. We appreciated all the
donations—whether dishes and kitchen items or monetary
donations. A special thank you to those who helped set up the
items and those who worked on gathering and packing.
Friendship House requested 10 boxes, and Southside Mission
requested 20, We were able to meet those requests and still
had some items left over for next year. We look forward to next
year!

Dr. Paul Gullifor, holder of the Henry Means Pindell Endowed Chair of Communications at Bradley University, and
Chris Kaergard, Journal Star associate editor, will address
these critical issues at our October 20th Contemporary Issues
Class.
You may remember how long we kept Dr. Gullifor when he
spoke about fake news at our March Contemporary Issues
Class; we promised he’d come back to focus on local news.
And if you read The Journal Star, you are familiar with the
work Chris Kaergard does against tough obstacles.
The class will meet at 11:15 in the sanctuary.
Barb & Bernie Drake

Pastor Appreciation Month
We will celebrate the Collinses first-year anniversary with
FBC after worship on Saturday, October 13th. Please join us
in Fellowship Hall for cake.

Also, October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and we hope
you will take the time this month to thank Rev. Collins in
some way for all he does for our church family.

FACILITY REMINDER

Debbie & Tom McGlothlen

DINING OUT
The Dining Out group will be going to Gills on October 25th at
6:30pm. This will be the last dinner until January 2020. Please let
John or Jen Dusek know if you want to attend: (309) 231-6389
or the_j_family@yahoo.com.

KID’S CONNECTION
Kid’s Connection is back! October 20th during the Contemporary
Issues class after church, kids from birth-5th grade will meet for
Kid's Connection!
During Kid's Connection, we will dive into a Bible study followed
by a snack and fun activity. This time also serves as child care
for adult Sunday School time.

The Board of Trustees wants to remind everyone to
remember to take care of our church. Please observe the
following when using or visiting the church:
•

•

•
•

•

We look forward to this time together!
Casey Collins
Board of Christian Education

•

Make sure doors are closed after events/activities.
The Fire Marshall suggests that all interior doors be
closed to slow the spread of fire should one occur.
Please be sure the church is locked after your event or
activity. Assign this responsibility to someone in your
group.
Remember to turn off the lights when you leave to help
minimize utility costs.
Please leave the room(s) as you found them. If you
need to move furniture, return it to the original location
when you are finished.
Please be sure to schedule and cancel room use with
the church office to avoid conflicts and unnecessary
expense for heating and/or cooling.
Report any problems to the church office or a Trustee.

June Fredell, Trustee Board chair
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THE MISSION

OF

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF

OCTOBER ABW
The ABW Brunch will be on Saturday, October 12th, from 10:00 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. Our speaker will be Kevin Nowlan from Center for the
Prevention of Abuse. He will be speaking on domestic violence—October
is Domestic Violence Month. Also, domestic violence is one of ABW’s
areas of concern.
Please feel free to invite others to come, but be sure you make a
reservation by calling Carolyn at 685-1388 or email csimk@comcast.net.
The cost is $4 at the door. We will have two offerings—our Love Gift and
the Longkumers’, who are missionaries in NE India. Taku Longkumer is
originally from this region. Our devotion will be done by Karen Dainty.
Circle of Friends will meet on October 15th at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall. Mary Little will be speaking about growing up in Nigeria and all the
amazing adventures she had as a child. I encourage as many people as
can to attend. I will need a head count at least one week prior, please!!
Thank you very much and have a Blessed Month! —Jen Dusek, 309-2316389.
Evening Literature Circle will meet on Tuesday, October 15th, at 7:00
p.m., in the home of Bonna Zimmerman, 6 Roth Ct., Metamora, Ill. The
book to be reviewed is The Other Einstein by Marie Benedict.

GOD.

TRUNK OR TREAT
Trunk or
Treat! Sunday, Oct 27 , from 4:30 to 5:30
p.m. We had a huge response last year, and kids
Come one, come all with your car to
th

were lining up early. So this year we ask you to
arrive by 3:30 p.m. to set up your car.

We are going to have a starting line for the kids so
they all start the same way. We will have a table
set up to hand out a goody bag with our church
information at the start.
We appreciated all the church's participation last
year when we had over 200 kids! We need everyone of you to participate again this year.
Thank you,
Karen Pilgrim, Board of Education.

