
 

 

To begin, let me just say it is my sincere hope that this note finds you and your family safe and well. The amount of time 

we have been apart has been very challenging, and it has brought a wide variety of emotions. For me and my family, we 

are all looking forward to the day we can say “Remember when …”   

As you are probably aware, the Executive Committee has been actively discussing and planning for the day when we 

can begin to gather in the church again. Our Restoration Plan (see page 2) is being used as our guide, and I wanted to 

inform everyone that we are now in Phase 3. Phase 3 allows for small groups (10 or less) to begin using the church as a 

meeting place. A schedule for all small-group meeting times and locations will be maintained and coordinated by the  

office. These groups are all expected to follow our Phase 3 guideline protocols (masks, distancing, and no food/drink). 

Additionally, we will increase our janitorial services to ensure prompt cleaning and sanitizing of the meeting areas as well 

as providing hand sanitation stations at each meeting location. On-line worship services will continue throughout this 

period. 

If all goes well, it is the goal of the Executive Committee to move to Phase 4 (on-site worship) on July 19, 2020. The 

boards, Executive Committee and church staff will be using the time in between to formalize and communicate what you 

can expect when we do return to worship services. One thing is for sure, while it will be somewhat different and not what 

we are typically accustomed to doing, it will continue to be an uplifting and enlightening service. For those who are   

wondering about the possibility of conducting services outdoors, the Executive Committee discussed that idea in detail 

as well. As a group, we came to the conclusion to not pursue that option as of now. It is our collective opinion that we 

should use the church for services at this time while following the guidelines that have been communicated. 

In closing, I would like to pass along a few personal comments. Let me begin by first praising Pastor Rob, Mark, Josh 

and all the other volunteers for the remarkable job with the on-line worship services. First Baptist can hold its head high 

for the quality of service we have been receiving. Secondly, I want to thank all the boards, the Executive Committee and 

the church staff for working so diligently during this time. They have provided me with excellent guidance and support 

throughout these past few months. Finally, to our church. Your generosity and patience during this time have been over-

whelming. My heart swells for the love this church has shown in such a trying period. God bless you all. 

In Christ. 

Joe Sexton 

Moderator  
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  REOPENING FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
In preparation for Phase 3 of the Governor’s plan, the Executive Board authorized the Trustees to implement additional sanitizing and 
cleaning processes.   

Touchless/automatic hand sanitizing stations are ordered and will be installed at each entry door.  There will be large bottles of hand 
sanitizer in each room utilized in the building.  

When we are able to return (even in limited numbers), masks will be required.  The membership will be asked to bring their own, but 
disposable masks will be available for those who forget or don’t have a    personal one. 

Bernie Drake has been instrumental in contacting each of our renters.  Each room will be cleaned between sessions.  We ask that 
each teacher wipe down and sanitize items used between students and that both teacher/student adhere to social distancing and 
utilize masks.  (We ask that they bring their own mask, but we will have some on hand as well.)  Also, if anyone needs masks, please     
contact Jo Sternberg at jo_cub@yahoo.com or 309-839-2007. 

Teller activities will not take place in the kitchenette for an undetermined length of time.  The rear office has been cleaned and the 
closet reorganized.  The  process for taking offerings is still being discussed by the Diaconate.  All Trustees will wear disposable 
gloves during counting activities.  Once completed, the desk areas, computer keyboard and calculators will be wiped down prior to 
the next usage. 

Our house custodian will have additional hours so that extra   sanitizing and cleaning can take place between worship, meetings, 
classes, etc. 
 

Cindy Courtney 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 



 
Spiritual Practice of  

Reading The Psalms 

 

One of the more overlooked parts of the Bible is the Book of 
Psalms. Typically when we read them at all, it is only in the context 
of worship and even then only in small, carefully selected parts. 
But the Psalms are a vast collection of ancient poetry, each one 
conveying the deep struggles and celebrations that people had in 
their lives and on their faith journeys. N.T. Wright says that the 
Psalms are “full of power and passion, horrendous misery and un-
restrained jubilation, tender sensitivity and powerful hope.”  

This small group class will practice reading the psalms, learn about 
the history surrounding them and their literary style, and have   
discussions on their implications for our current-day faith journeys. 
The small-group class will be led by Pastor Rob Collins and will 
have two available times to attend: Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. or 
6:30 p.m. Each class will cover the same material. Please contact 
the church office to sign up for either the Wednesday morning or 
Wednesday evening class. The classes are currently limited to 10 
or less attendees and will likely begin on Wednesday, June 24th.  

SMALL GROUPS NEWS 
 
We are very excited to finally be able to open the church to small groups. As part of our ongoing restoration plan we are offering 
some new small groups for you to join. These groups are currently restricted to ten people or less, and they will need to follow social 
distancing guidelines. That means six-foot distancing, masks, and no food or drink for indoor gatherings. Outdoor gatherings are able 
to be a bit more flexible. See the offerings below and contact the church office to sign up for any of the small group classes.  
 

We know that many of you enjoy watching movies and 
discussing them, so as the church is now opening for 
small groups we’re offering an opportunity for a new 
small-group class. This class will watch a film in one or 
two parts and then have a guided discussion about it’s 
various elements of faith, social issues, family dynamics, 
or simply what it made you feel or think about.  

Those interested in joining the “Movie Watchers Group” 
please contact the church office to put your name on the 
list. This group is tentatively scheduled to meet weekly 
on Tuesday afternoons (this can change based on the 
group's needs). Our hope is that one person joining this 
group would take responsibility for leading a group     
discussion after the viewing of the films.  

The board of education has purchased five inspiring films 
that are readily available for use to kick things off.  

Contact the church office to get on the list. 

An interest was expressed for an evening literature 
circle. So, I have organized one that will meet at the 
church on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.  We already have 8 
members but are looking for a couple more. If you are 
interested in joining us, please contact me or Sandy.   

It goes without saying that once groups can enlarge   
past 10 we will gladly accept more members. Initially 
we  will be meeting more frequently than once a  
month, but after this summer we will resume monthly 
meetings.   

Kara Grove 

Attention 
 
 
 

    Movie Lovers! 

A New Evening  
Literature Circle 

FBC Exercise 

Even a pandemic can’t keep us from exercising! If you would like 
to join our online class, with me leading once again, we will be 
using Zoom, and would love to have you!! Please let Doug or 
Sally know, and we will add you to the list.  It is not difficult to do, 
so please consider joining....and it is a great way to stay in shape, 
keep in touch with all our church friends, and see their bright  
smiling faces.  We meet at 9:00 a.m. every Tuesday and         
Thursday.  All levels of fitness are welcome. Contact Sally 
Tiessen at 309-369-5764 or e-mail to sjjt1@comcast.net or Doug 
Miller at 309-453-5355, milleda1@comcast.net.  

Hope to see you there!! 
Sally Tiessen 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Tom Maulding  Char Austin   
Sharon Polakow Sharon Stanard   
Rose Kimpling Mark Stanard  
Jim Ashton Rosemary Walk  
Mary Hinch  Jerry Edwards  
Alyssa Russell John Hart 
Jacquelyn Kellogg Deb Houser   
Leon Vickerman Karen Vickerman 
Don Middleton (Rev. Middleton’s son) 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Wayne and Diane Nowlan on their 50th      
wedding anniversary on June 6th.  They will 
celebrate with their family in late July at Starved 
Rock Lodge.  

 

Virginia Bott and family on the graduation of 
Virginia’s granddaughter, Olivia Baruch, from 
the University of Florida. Olivia will be going to 
law school next fall.  Her mother is Connie Pop-
pen Baruch.   

PHASE 3 ON-LINE WORSHIP 
 

June 21, Dead to Sin, Alive to God 
Scripture: Psalm 86:1-10, Pastoral Reading: Romans 6:1-11 

What does being “Free From Sin” even mean? Obviously, we still sin, we still 
make mistakes. But according to scripture we have been set free, chains broken 
from sin. We’ll explore the implications of a life lived in God and away from sin.  

June 28, The Road of Righteousness  
Scripture: Matthew 7:12-14, Pastoral Reading: Romans 6:14-18 

As followers of Jesus we are clearly called to be people of righteousness. In fact, 
righteousness is so important to our faith that we should be always connected to 
it. But how do we live that out; what does it look like? That’s the question to    
answer. 

July 5, From Sea to (Shining) Sea 
Scripture: Psalm 145:8-15, Pastoral Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 

This is the week of July 4th, and we’ll take the time to pray for our country, those 
that live in it, and its future. Zechariah says that God’s dominion will be from sea 
to sea and in that dominion prisoners will be set free and hope restored. That 
restoration and freedom are what we should hope for—not only ours, but all 
countries.  

July 12, From Life to Death, From Joy to Peace 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13, Pastoral Reading: Romans 8:1-11 

Much of the faith journey circles around trying to be Christ-like. Romans and  
Isaiah remind us that integral to that journey is rising out of death into new life 
and finding joy and peace along the way.  


