
 

A COZY CLASSIC JOURNEY FROM LENT TO EASTER MORNING 
 
Imagine sitting by the fireplace on a cold winter day, the snow is heavy on the ground and you have a book and a sweet child in 
your lap and another at your side. They want you to read to them, to tell them a story of grand adventure and brave love. That is the 
feeling that I hope this Lenten worship series brings to you. Perhaps, I even hope we feel more like a child than the adult. I  believe 
that more than ever in our lives, we are in need of the God of all comfort. So, we are exploring the cozy classic of “The Gospel of 
Jesus.” 
 
Cozy Classics are a series of children’s picture books that tell classic stories such as “Pride and Prejudice” or “Great Expectations.” 
Each book uses one word pages with illustrated felt scenes. They are cute and simple and meant for very young readers. Our   
Lenten series seeks to give the bird’s eye view of Jesus’ Gospel, with each week being illustrated by the use of one word. 
 
Now, I will be the first to admit that describing the gospel story as “cozy” isn’t the most complete descriptor of all time. There are 
plenty of moments that are not cozy. Jesus being rejected by his own hometown and family isn’t very cozy. Neither is Judas’      
betrayal or the crowd trying to stone Jesus and his disciples. And of course, there are the trials, persecution, and the cross—none 
of it very cozy. All that being said, this is no attempt to water down the story, there are large and prevalent elements of the gospel 
that are every bit classic and cozy. 
 
You can find Jesus welcoming children, outcasts and every person in society that has never been welcomed before. We see Jesus 
offering hope to the hopeless and healing to the forgotten. He says things like, “blessed are the poor” and “blessed are the hungry.” 
When Jesus talks about rest, he does so with an invitation:  
 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and        
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.”  —Matthew 11:28-30  
 
If you truly want to grow in your faith and your walk with God, then approaching the gospel from different angles and viewpoints is 
paramount. After all, God speaks and moves and works in all kinds of ways. God comforts us with gentle memories and really big 
laughs. God guides us with the advice from friends and even during grand moments of clarity. Sometimes God speaks, sometimes 
God inspires. So when you come to the gospel, come with open eyes and vulnerable hearts. 
 
Like children, we return to the carpet in God’s living room floor. We bask in the glow of the fireplace and wait for God to tell us the 
story again. Page by page, picture by picture, word by word, we see and hear the grandeur of God‘s love broken open for all the 
world.  
 
I look forward to the season in front of us and I pray that you will once again join me in listening and hearing and embracing the 
story of the gospel. 
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ACTS OF KINDNESS 
By Marti Atwater 

The Board of Christian Ed. has been reaching out to the children in our Sunday School program  

during the pandemic.  They all received a book on Kindness for February with many activities for 

them to do.  To help with this booklet, we delivered a package to them complete with a cupcake mix 

and lots of icing and sprinkles to prepare cupcakes for family, neighbors and friends.  We asked 

them to send us pictures of their creations (see below).  We have some great bakers in our group!  
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER CONCERNS      
 

Tom Maulding Char Austin Sharon Polakow 
June Fredell Joyce Clarke Mark Stanard 
Sharon Stanard John Adams Jerry Edwards 
Alyssa Russell Deb Houser Jacquelyn Kellogg 
Leon & Karen Vickerman  

Bob Braden (Sandy Johansen’s brother-in-law) 

CONDOLENCES 

We extend sympathy to: 
 

Deb McGlothlen and family on the death of her         
husband, Tom McGlothlen, on February 16, 2021.    
Services were held on Saturday, February 20th at the 
Woolsey-Wilton Funeral Home in Peoria. 
 

Robert Hinch and family on the death of his wife, Mary 
Hinch, on February 17, 2021.  Services will be held at 
Wilton Memorial in Peoria on February 27th. 
 

Joyce Clarke and family on the death of her sister,   
Sharon Lewis, on January 15, 2021.   

SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Great Rivers Region Scholarship Programs:   
Scholarship programs exist in the Great Rivers Region 
to assist young people who are members of Great     
Rivers Region American Baptist Churches to secure a 
college and/or seminary education. Scholarships for any 
college student (regardless of major) are available from 
the Gernenz-Shurtleff/Wilcoxen Scholarship. Ministerial 
students attending ABC-related schools and seminaries 
in preparation for ministry can also apply for the Harold 
O. Long Scholarship. To receive an application for these 
scholarships, write to: Scholarship Committee, Attn 
Melissa Gibson, PO Box 13457, Springfield IL 62791, or 
send an email to melissa@abcgrr.org 
 
First Baptist Church of Peoria Scholarships:  College      
scholarship applications for the 2021-2022 school year 
are available online at www.fbcpeoria.org or in the 
church office. Completed applications are due in the  
church office by April 30, 2021.  
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