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In the Midst of Happiness 

You might be surprised to learn that there's a lot of stuff that goes through a preacher's head while they are 

actually preaching. Often times I can be preaching my sermon and also thinking about various things for the 

day. I might be thinking about a song that we just sang, or a pleasant encounter that I had with a visitor. I also 

might be thinking about lunch, or a meeting, or wanting to go see a movie. It can be a strange thing being in 

the pulpit. 

On April 18th I was preaching a sermon called, "You are Witnesses of These Things” and right before I got up 

to preach, I found myself struck by one particular verse in our pastoral reading for that sermon. If you'll recall, 

the sermon focused on Jesus appearing to his disciples after his resurrection. And the disciples were very 

afraid and startled by his appearance. What grabbed my attention was a little line in verse 41 of Luke's 24th 

chapter.  

“Because they were wondering and questioning in the midst of their happiness…” 

This is the “doubt” that we so often ascribe to the disciples in this moment. And sure, doubt is an accurate  

description. But it also seems like something much deeper to me. I found myself connecting with this verse 

and understanding their hearts a little bit more in that moment. I too know what it feels like to wonder and 

question in the midst of happiness.  

So often we can assume that doubt or stress or anxiety only appear in negative or dark times of our lives.   

But that just isn't true. Sometimes we can be in the midst of happiness, in a beautiful moment with friends or 

family, and we still find ourselves wondering or questioning. That is just part of being human. And if you've 

ever found yourself there, if you have ever found yourself in a happy moment and yet you were still sad, it's 

OK. You are loved abundantly by God, and God loves all of you, every part, every piece of your heart. 

Even the disciples who knew Jesus the most found themselves wondering and questioning in the midst of the 

happiest moment of their lives. And if that's the case, and God still loves them, then of course God adores 

you. So rest easy my friends. Know that you are loved and that your feelings are real. And there is grace in 

abundance, mercy overflowing, and love as far as the eye can see.  

We walk in the footsteps of brave, humble women and men of faith from years gone by. They have paved the 

path with their journey. We simply continue to walk that path. Stay moving, keep going, love others, love your-

self, and love God.  

Serving Together, 

Dr. Rob Collins   



MOVERS FOR MOMS 
 

First Baptist Church is partnering with Two Men and A Truck  and the Center for Prevention of Abuse to provide goods that will 
make Mother’s Day special for moms living in shelters.  A donation box has been set up at the church in the hallway next to the 
church office.  Donations may be made during office hours—Monday-Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.—and on Sundays, now 
through May 2nd.  Donated items will be picked up the week before Mother’s Day so they can be delivered to the shelter in time 
for Mother’s Day. 
 
If you elect to make a monetary donation, please make the check out to First Baptist Church.  We will combine any monetary        
donations and issue a check to the Center for Prevention of Abuse for the total amount collected.  The donation will show on 
your contribution statement as a special gift. 
 
Thank you for your support of this special mission. 
 



A SUCCESSFUL SPRING CLEAN-UP 
 

Thanks to everyone who came out and helped with the church yard clean-up on Saturday, April 17th. We had a great turnout and 
got a lot accomplished. We especially want to thank the guys from the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity at Bradley for all of their help.  
 
I was late getting my camera out so I missed a lot of areas of activity, but people were working all over getting a lot accomplished. 
Thanks so much to everyone who helped in our efforts to keep our church property looking great!  
 
Janet Middleton, Trustee 

CHRISTIAN ED NOTES 
 
Graduate Recognition:  It’s time once again to recognize our 
FBC graduates.  If you have a child graduating from high 
school or college, please call or e-mail the church office and 
provide their name, school name and degree if applicable. 
 
Scholarship Applications:  We just want to remind you that 
applications for FBC scholarships are due to the office by the 
end of April.  Applications can be found on the church website 
or at the church office. 

THANK YOU 
 
I feel a warm glow when I remember the prayers, cards, 
and calls we received during my recent hospitalization. 
Thank you for the love and care sent our way. 
 
Mark and Sharon Stanard 



 

 HEALTH TIPS:  IS THERE A LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL? 

The short answer is….yes and no. As the vaccine rolls out and restrictions are being lifted, we start to breathe a sigh of relief. It  
appears all the due diligence and safety precautions we have adhered to this past year are paying off. It is true, cases of              
this coronavirus have been declining. Unfortunately, as most viruses do, the COVID-19 virus is adapting to its environment and  
mutating. In the United Kingdom, a variant called B.1.1.7 has been identified which spreads more easily and quickly. A variant 
B.1.351 in South Africa and a variant called P.1 in Brazil have also been identified. 

What does this mean for the current vaccine? Social distancing and other precautions? Do not lose hope! The current vaccines are 
effective! If you are able, and with your physician’s recommendation, get vaccinated. Just like the influenza virus & vaccine, some-
thing is better than nothing. The current vaccines are effective. We must continue to follow our state’s & CDC’s recommendations. If 
you travel, make informed decisions regarding the area you visit. There IS a light at the end of this tunnel.  

Vicki Weatherington  
Parish Nurse 

411 W Lake Avenue 
Peoria IL  61614 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Peoria, Illinois 
Permit No. 677 

THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

PRAYER CONCERNS      
 

Tom Maulding Char Austin Sharon Polakow 
June Fredell Mark Stanard Sharon Stanard 
John Adams Jerry Edwards  Alyssa Russell 
Deb Houser Jacquelyn Kellogg  
Leon & Karen Vickerman  

WENGER MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 
The Wenger family invites you to join them at First 
Baptist Church on Saturday, May 1st, for a service in 
remembrance of Betty Wenger.  Visitation will be from 
9:30-11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The memorial  
service will begin at 11:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.   


