
SEEING GOD IN THE STORM 
 
I recently finished a simple little novel by Frederich Buechner called "The Storm." Buechner is one of my favorite  
theological writers, but this is the first of his works of fiction that I have read. It follows the lives of a forgotten writer named 

Kenzie; his young nephew, Averill; and his friend, the local priest whom everyone calls Bishop. 

When Averill, a vagabond in his early twenties, meets Bishop, the priest in his late sixties, they share a short conversation. 
Averill asks the priest if he has ever seen God, to which the priest snaps back, "No one has." Averill, with equal parts     

humility and confidence, smiles and says, "I have." 

This conversation sticks with the priest for some time, and rolls around in his mind over the following week. Near the end 
of the story there is a large storm that strikes the tiny island they’re all on. And Averill is nearly drowned. Through          
wild events a group of people find themselves together, all thankful to be alive, playing music, dancing, and celebrating. 
Bishop thought that the young man had died and was very relieved to see that this was not the case. As Bishop left the 

celebration, this conversation takes place:  

“When Averill handed Bishop his poncho, he recognized him as the young man he had met at Miss Sickert’s, the one he 
thought had been drowned, and once again found his tongue. Pausing in the doorway, he finally asked the question that 

he had long had in mind.  

“‘Have you really seen God?’ he said, placing his hand on the young man’s shoulder and fixing him with his protuberant 

eyes.” 

Believing that the sound he could hear of a thousand voices singing was no longer the wind, Averill said, ‘I am seeing him 

now.’” 

To live life with your eyes wide open is a grand gift. To be able to see God in life, in the hearts of others, the wildness of a 
storm, or in the gentle laughter of a child is a miracle. I hope and pray that all of us would endeavor to have such vision, 

and patience, and gleeful faith.  

Psalm 107:29-30 says, “God quieted the storm to a whisper; the sea’s waves were hushed. So they rejoiced because the 

waves had calmed down; then God led them to the harbor they were hoping for.”  

God leads you to the harbor of your hope. Have faith, my friends. God is guiding us all still. May you see God in your life, 
may the storm last only so long, and may you find safe harbor within God’s love. 
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For more than two hundred years, International Ministries (also known as 
the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society) has sponsored missionaries 
in locations all around the world.  These "global servants" are inviting  
people to become disciples of Jesus Christ and proclaiming, through both 
word and deed, God's reign of justice, peace, and abundant life for all   
creation.   
 
One of these global servants is Paul Rollet, son of former members Jon 
and Laura Rollet.  In association with  Mission Ministries, Inc. Paul serves 
in the Philippines with Companion with the Poor (CWTP). 
 
CWTP partners with local churches to plant holistic daughter churches 
that meet the spiritual and physical needs of the poorest of the poor living 
in the least reached communities of metro Manila and Cebu. Through this 
ministry, Paul aims to help strengthen and increase the capacity of CWTP 
to send Filipino missionaries out to other parts of the Philippines and 
Southeast Asia, and then eventually to other parts of the world.  
 
You can be a part of this ministry with your gift to the World Mission  
Offering, September 26, 2021. 
 
Mary McAlearney, Offering Coordinator 
FBC Missions Board 

UPDATE ON SOCIAL DISTANCING AT FIRST BAPTIST  
By Dr. Rob Collins 

As I am sure you are aware, there is a dangerous rise of Covid cases in our area. With information coming out from the CDC and 
local health officials daily, church leadership is regularly in conversation and prayer about this topic. Our boards and volunteers are 
still diligently working to maintain a safe and clean environment for everyone who attends worship and church events on our campus. 
With this in mind, here are a few updates on the current social distancing policies changes and schedules at First Baptist. 
 
• Masks: Church leadership is asking that people please wear masks while inside the church. This is not a mandate, simply a 

request to help keep everyone safe. However, those who have not yet received the vaccine for COVID-19 are still required to 
wear a mask at all times while indoors. 

 
• Sanctuary Seating: We are removing the “closed” signs from the pews in the sanctuary. With the regular attendance of our 

members and guests, the restriction on pew usage is actually causing people to sit closer to each other. Opening up the pews 
will allow all of us to distance better and have a safer environment. 

 
• Communion: The knowledge gained from other congregations and health officials has shown us that we can do communion in 

a way that is safe. Starting the first Sunday of September we will be bringing back communion. You’ll notice that it looks a little 
different, but the power of the shared table will still be present. If you are uncomfortable taking communion at this time, we fully 
respect and support that decision.  

 
• Fellowship Hour: The fellowship time which takes place traditionally after each worship service will begin starting again in the 

month of September. We will not be having food at this time, but there will be the normal beverages available for people to drink 
and speak with one another. Again everyone is encouraged to wear their masks as much as they can and to social distance 
while in the fellowship hall. Also, if you are uncomfortable going to the fellowship hour, we completely understand. 

 
The calling of mercy and compassion has required much of us in the past year and a half. Thank you for your steadfast faith, support, 
and prayers. Together we serve the Creator of all good things, and together we walk in this life filled with God’s grace and mercy. 
 

“Serve each other according to the gift each person has received,  
as good managers of God’s grace.”  

 —1 Peter 4:10 



PRAYER CONCERNS      

Betty Hart Sharon Polakow Mark Stanard 
Jerry Edwards  Jim Middleton  Judy Ryan  
Alyssa Russell Leon & Karen Vickerman 

RACIAL JUSTICE REFLECTIONS: 

GOOD BOOKS  
 
Seeking racial justice requires educating ourselves – and that 
can begin with reading a good book. This is another in a series 
of newsletter articles recommending books that will help us do 
that.      – Barb Drake 

 
 
 
 

New York Best Seller, 
228 pages 

Reviewed by  
Wayne Nowlan 

 
 
 
 
 

Tough to read, but eloquent in style, this Black Baptist            
Theologian is also a Professor of Sociology at Georgetown   
University. Dyson cleverly divided his writing content into a   
Worship Service format which starts with a Call to Worship, 
Hymns of Praise, Invocation, Scripture Readings, Sermon,    
Benediction, Offering, Prelude to  Service, and a Closing Prayer. 
 
His Benediction was particularly powerful to me personally as he 
spoke about Reparations on an individual level: educating myself 
about Black life and culture; schooling myself with my Brothers 
and Sisters about the reality of White Privilege; participating in  
community meetings and rallies as a White man; developing 
Black friendships; speaking out against Racial Injustice; and  
ultimately to empathize with the Black experience. 
 
How can I put myself into a Black man’s boots? This will require 
a great deal of personal reflection and prayer! 

THANK-YOU NOTES 
 

The school supplies for Hines Grade School were delivered 
on August 17th, and they were so happy with the supplies 
you all donated to the students. 
 
Once again, First Baptist Church showed their support of 
missions to local places.  You are all wonderful. 
   —Judy Ryan & Joan Trotter 
 

 
September 30, 2021, will be my last day as an employee of 
First Baptist Church of Peoria.  After 40-plus  years in the    
workforce, I am happily joining my husband in retirement.   
 
I am thankful to Rev. Tom Bayes and Judy Tellier for giving 
me the opportunity to work here at FBC.  I also am very 
grateful to all of you for the kindness, support, encourage-
ment and appreciation you have shown me during my time 
here at First Baptist. 
   —Sandy Johansen 

Silent Auction for Dish Pack  
 

A quilt donated by Gloria Graham will be on display in the 
Warm Room for the next three Sundays.  This quilt has 
been donated by Gloria for a silent auction to raise funds 
for our Dish Pack program. 
 
The Dish Pack program gives cartons of dishes and small 
kitchen items to Friendship House and South Side Mission 
to be donated to people coming out of a homeless situation. 
 
The quilt was originally purchased by Gloria at an auction 
for local missions held by First Baptist Church’s Friendship 
Class for a number of years. 
 
The opening bid will be $50. 
 
Lynelle Ryan 

FYI 
 
The church office will be closed on Monday, September 
6th, in observance of the Labor Day Holiday. 
 
Normal office hours will resume on Tuesday, September 
7th. 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

There will be a Celebration of Life service for Jim Ashton here at 
First Baptist Church on Saturday, September 4th, at 1:00 p.m.   
The family will host a reception afterwards in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Jim passed away at Lutheran Hillside Village on December 31, 
2020, during the peak of the COVID  pandemic. 

CONDOLENCES 
We extend our sympathy to Mark Stanard and family on the 
death of his wife, Sharon Stanard, who passed away August 9th. 
There will be a memorial service for Sharon at First Baptist 
Church on Tuesday, September 7th. Visitation at 1:00 p.m. and  
memorial service at 2:00 p.m.  There will be a reception after in 
Fellowship Hall.  The family requests that masks be worn. 
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY 

AND THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

COME READ WITH US 
 

On Monday, September 13th, at 10:00 a.m. the   
Monday Morning MUGS group will start the book 
Praying with Our Feet by Lindsey Krinks.   
 
Street chaplain, activist and nonprofit leader, Lindsey 
Krinks takes her readers on a spiritual journey to the 
margins of American society and to the front lines of 
social justice movements.  She calls each of us to     
action in our communities. 
 
Please feel free to join us for this challenging book.   
 
If you have questions, call or text Marti Atwater at 
309-251-4948. 


