Did you know that each sunrise is made up of distinct moments in time? And before each one, they all begin with darkness, the night that is a prelude to the rising of the sun. Then there is a moment of twilight where the light of the sun is
reflecting off our atmosphere, but we don’t really see the sun quite yet. Finally the sunrise occurs, that very moment when
the tip of the sun breaks through our horizon and light floods the world. After that moment we have the day, the birth of
a new bright and wonderful day on this earth.
As we step into the season of advent, the sunrise shall be our guiding metaphor. We will explore the long night before the
coming of the Christ child, the reflection of God’s light in the world, the long anticipated arrival of Emmanuel, and the light
that is found in Christ in the coming age. Together we shall rest in and reflect on “The Dawn of Christ.”
November 28th

Together We Journey Through the Long Night

December 5th

To Give Light to Those Who Sit in Darkness

December 12th

We Rejoice with Joy and the Promise of Home

December 19th

In the Light of Christ, We Now Live

Psalm 25:1-10; 1Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11
Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7
Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10

You will notice that our sermon titles work together to tell a larger story, one that speaks of each moment of the sunrise.
So let us journey together, through the Hebrew Scriptures and Pastoral letters and Gospel stories. Let us wait for, rejoice
in, and celebrate the coming of the Christ Child. I guess what I’m saying is, let’s watch the sunrise together.

Together We Journey Through the Long Night
To Give Light to Those Who Sit in Darkness.
We Rejoice with Joy and the Promise of Home.
In the Light of Christ, We Now Live
I am very excited about this wonderful season at First Baptist! Between the music, fellowship, carols, concerts, and special
services - we have much to be grateful for. To God be the Glory, let us rejoice and be glad in God’s love and mercy.
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I am thrilled to tell you about a project that our church leaders have been preparing for, praying about, and
working on for quite some time. We have mentioned it in services and on Consecration Sunday as well, and finally we are ready to talk about the FBC Ministry Residency program. Our church has a long history of supporting and welcoming young ministers along their journey. This is the next step in that journey.
As your Pastor, one of my primary goals at First Baptist is to help strengthen our Children, Youth, and Young
Adult ministries. This is of vast importance, as each church’s future rests with our youngest congregants. The
first step in this goal is the creation of Kids Church. Kids Church will teach our children not only about worship
but also how to worship. In order to best build this ministry we are creating the Ministry Residency.
The Ministry Resident Program will be an intentional one year residency for a recently graduated seminary student from an American Baptist affiliated seminary. The Ministry Resident will be hired to work full-time at First
Baptist, each year, from June (after they graduate) through May of the next year. This program is being supported by various private donors, the Great Rivers Region, and from our own budgeting. It also comes with the
affirmation and recommendation of our various boards, the FRUT Committee, Pastoral Staff, and the Executive
Board.
We will be hosting a few conversations in December for you to learn all about this exciting new ministry and ask
any questions you may have. So mark your calendars for one of the following dates: Tuesday, December 14th
at 6 p.m. via Zoom or Sunday, December 19th at 11:15 a.m. in person at the church. Both conversations will
feature the same talking points. We are planning two conversations simply to provide you every opportunity to
attend and ask questions.
If you want to learn more about this ministry, feel free to reach out to anyone on the team that has been working on the project: Pastor Rob, Joe Sexton, Lisa Austin, and Paula Austin. We are more than happy to talk with
you about the Ministry Residency. And also, please join us in praying over this next step for the church and its
ministries. With God guiding us, I have faith in our path.
More to come soon!

Dr. Rob Collins

You are invited to Christmas at First Baptist, a musicfilled evening that celebrates this magical time of
year. The musicians of First Baptist will present spirited
renditions of beloved carols and new holiday favorites,
bringing together guitars, brass, flutes, praise band,
bells, and plenty of singing. It promises to be a worshipful and joyful way to ring in the season. Admission is
free, and all are welcome!

Sunday, December 12, 6 p.m.

Pledge Status as of Nov 23, 2021

Following God’s call does not come without certain sacrifices. Retired ministers, missionaries, and their widowed spouses are often
faced with the stress and hardship of unexpected expenses. Medical
problems, relocating, or the death of a spouse can also cause these
leaders to find themselves far from the church family that once supported them.

Thank you to those of you that have submitted pledge
cards for 2022 - this is very beneficial to budget planning
for next year. Many also give but don't elect to pledge those gifts are categorized as "plate". Your collective
commitment to and faithfulness of giving is appreciated. There is still time to submit pledge cards by contacting the church office. Thank you, Doug Miller, Treasurer

Please prayerfully consider your contribution to help lift up the true
strength and perseverance of ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses who have devoted 15 or more years of service to the
American Baptist family.
The 2021 Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering will be collected Sunday, December 5, 2021.

Each year we take up a special Christmas Offering during the season of Advent. This year’s Christmas Offering will support
the “One In Need Fund” and the local organization “Jolt.” The “One in Need Fund” is used to help community members
with special needs of housing, rent assistance, food, medical assistance and other areas of need. The fund also directly
supports the "Center for Prevention and Abuse" with emergency aid to help those fleeing abuse stay off the street and find
safe, stable homes. “Jolt” is a local organization that works to help those addicted to various hard drugs. They serve the
homeless, provide medical help, and work tirelessly to reduce overdose and help people get clean.
We will be taking up the Christmas Offering during the Christmas Eve Service and Sunday, December 26th, service. You are welcome to
send in your donation to the Christmas offering earlier via mail, the offering plate, or by dropping it off at the church’s main office.
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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION,
WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD.

THE COMMUNITY AND THE

PARISH NURSE MOMENT
Stress is defined as any type of change that causes physical, emotional or psychological strain. Stress is a normal,
everyday event. When used in a positive way, stress can facilitate growth and change. Unfortunately, constant
and unrelentless stress can cause harm both physically and mentally. We all need to find ways to manage stress.
Mayo Clinic offers a variety of ways to manage stress such as:
Learning skills such as problem-solving, prioritizing tasks and time management.
Enhancing your ability to cope with adversity. For example, you may learn how to
improve your emotional awareness and reactions, increase your sense of control,
find greater meaning and purpose in life, and cultivate gratitude and optimism.
Practicing relaxation techniques such as deep breathing, yoga, meditation, tai chi,
exercise and prayer.
Improving your personal relationships.
With all that we have been through the last 18+ months and the upcoming holidays, now is a vital time to take
care of ourselves and better manage our stress. One thing that comes to mind is to be present in the moment.
We may have several events to attend in the next few weeks. Think about what it is you want to get out of these
occasions. I think we can all agree the most important thing is to enjoy time with those we care about. I bet if
you ask your family, “What do you want for Christmas?”, their answer would be “to spend time with you.” Instead
of rushing around trying to make the “perfect” holiday experience, give them the gift they really want—YOU.
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/stress-management/in-depth/relaxation– technique/art-20045368

