FIRST BAPTIST NEWS
NOVEMBER 2021

Reflecting on Contemporary Issues, Relationships, and Building the Kingdom of God
On October 11th, 2021, I sat down with a group of local pastors and the new Peoria Police Chief, Eric Echevarria. I was
invited by my friend, Rev. Martin Johnson. Rev. Johnson is the pastor of New Beginnings Ministries and our most recent
Contemporary Issues Guest Speaker from October.
Simply sitting in the room with so many other local pastors is humbling. The range of experience and situations in ministry
is vast. The diversity in theology, race, and politics spans the room. I had the opportunity to meet a long-time friend of
First Baptist, Pastor Sam Duren from Zion Baptist Church. We exchanged information and are planning to meet up soon.
Of course, I saw Rev. Johnson there as well, and thanked him for speaking at FBC. I met Pastor Marvin Hightower, President of the Peoria NAACP, in person, for the first time. In all, there were around 25 pastors present as we sat down to
officially meet Chief Echevarria and talk about the best ways to serve our city. Chief Echevarria spoke for nearly 90
minutes, and took questions for another hour. Below are some of the observations and notes I took from that meeting:


Crime is a serious problem in Peoria. In a four-day period of that week, Friday through Monday, there were 27 separate shooting incidents. The worst of those incidents had over 25 shots fired in one location, and those are only the
incidents that were reported.



The police officers have started doing walk-throughs in the local community for the main purpose of meeting people
and building relationships. Much of this work is starting in the most disenfranchised areas of Peoria. Chief Echevarria
said, “We are going to find out what the community needs are and we are going to work toward those needs.“



Chief Echevarria said that “Peoria has a lot of resources, but most of them are working on their own, not together.
Violence is getting worse and getting worse and the offenders are getting young and getting younger.” There are services out there to help, but we have to connect them and make sure people know they are there. Only together can
we “bring some peace to this city.”



Chief Echevarria also spoke on the problems with violent policing throughout the country and here locally. He committed to recruiting, supporting, and serving his hard-working officers, while also dealing “with bad police here in Peoria”.
At any given time, there are around 175 officers serving Peoria, and he is striving to ensure everyone of them connects with the community in positive, bridge-building ways. His personal motto is “ready to move forward.”

The problems in our city are not simple, they are hard and complicated. But they are not impossible. We have to believe
that. We are taught in Philippians, “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” This was true for the Apostle
Paul, and it is true for us today! Both Chief Echevarria and Rev. Johnson spoke of the importance of “relationships” toward
achieving racial justice and peace. Let us do our part in building relationships with others in our community, with other
churches and faith groups. Together, by God’s grace, and with determination, I believe we can do all things through
Christ.
Serving Together,
Dr. Rob Collins, Senior Pastor
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NOVEMBER CONTEMPORARY ISSUES CLASS
We are fortunate to be able to bring in another very knowledgeable speaker to address a
critically important subject at our November 14 Contemporary Issues Class. The speaker is
Dr. Sheila Quirk-Bailey, president of Illinois Central College. The issue is the mismatch between jobs available and workers with the skills needed to hold them. This is a huge issue
locally and nationally and will grow even bigger if the nation moves forward on President
Biden's infrastructure bills, thus needing more workers just to repair aging roads and
bridges. There is also a huge shortage of medical workers right now. Dr. Quirk-Bailey will
talk about what ICC is doing to close the skills gap and what else needs to be done.
Gov. J.B. Pritzker just appointed her to serve on Illinois' newly established Commission on
Workforce Equity and Access, which seeks to address this issue statewide.
The class will meet at 11:15 in the sanctuary. Barb & Bernie Drake, Class Chairmen
Literature Circle
Consecration Sunday, October 31
Lunch will be served immediately following church on Consecration Sunday. To ensure
everyone’s safety, we are planning to serve box
lunches with chicken, salad and a dessert. (Please
call the church office if you have not made a reservation.)

The Literature Circle is planning to start meeting in
January 2022 on the 3rd Tuesday in the afternoon in
the Parlor. Since the holidays are just around the
corner, we decided to start early next year. If you
would like to join this group, please contact Pat
Sheikh, 309/685-2308 or
patricia.sheikh@gmail.com.

November ABW Brunch
I want to invite you to our ABW
Brunch on Saturday, November 21,
at 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Our program is the History of Springdale Cemetery
by Mark Matuszak. It should be very interesting!!
The cost of the brunch is $4. Please make your reservations by calling Carolyn Ihnken at 685-1388 or
email at csimk@me.com (text is 309-472-4509). If
you want to bring a friend, that’s great! Just let
Carolyn know so we can save you a seat!!

We will have a devotion and be collecting a Love
Gift. (If you don’t have a box, please let Carolyn
know.) We also will be collecting for The Rices in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Carolyn Ihnken

November 28
“Together We Journey Through the Long Night”
Advent Candle: Jeremiah 33: 14-16
Scripture:
Psalm 25: 1-10
December 5
“To Give Light to Those Who Sit in Darkness”
Advent Candle: Malachi 3: 1-4
Scripture:
Luke 1: 68-79
December 12:
“We Rejoice with Joy and the Promise of Home”
Advent Candle: Zephaniah 3: 14-20
Scripture:
Isaiah 12: 2-6
December 19:
“In the Light of Christ, We Now Live”
Advent Candle: Micah 5: 2-5a
Scripture:
Psalm 80: 1-7

Prayer Concerns
Sharon Polakow
Debbie McGlothlen
Judy Ryan
Leon and Karen Vickerman

Alyssa Russell
Jerry Edwards
Garland Criswell

CHURCH YARD CLEANUP WEEK!

The Board of Trustees would like to thank everyone who participated in our church yard cleanup
week. We accomplished a tremendous amount of work. We ended up having to rent a second larger
dumpster since we filled the first one by Thursday of our cleanup week. We had people weeding,
sawing, trimming, hauling, planting, cleaning and sprucing all over our property. Thank you so much
to everyone who donated their time and energy to this project. Thank you also to everyone who has
volunteered to help us care for our grounds next spring and summer! Your willingness to help is
greatly appreciated!
Janet Middleton and Jan Olson, Grounds Committee, Board of Trustees
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STUFF-A-BUS 2021 FOR PEORIA FRIENDSHIP HOUSE
Have you noticed the three big boxes in the warm room just waiting to be filled with food items? They are for our annual FBC
Stuff-A-Bus campaign, which starts this week through November 30th. During this time we will be collecting non-perishable
food items for Friendship House’s Food Pantry. Their food pantry provides groceries for anyone who comes for help; no one
is turned away. The food pantry provides an average of 400 meals weekly to those dealing most with hunger in Peoria. This
year’s program goal is to collect ten tons of food.
Peoria is experiencing a food crisis, especially the urban center. What does that mean?
 Some of the children in the Peoria Public Schools only get good nutrition during the week while at school. Many children
go hungry on the weekend.
 With grocery store closures, food deserts are becoming even more prominent. A food desert is an area in which it is difficult to buy affordable or good-quality fresh food.
 The majority of the people served at the Friendship House live below $13,000 per year.

Listed here are the food items most needed (additional lists are located at the Welcome Center):









Canned Salmon
Canned Chicken
Beef Stew
Canned Tuna
Canned Chili
Peanut Butter
Canned Vegetables
Fruit Juices

Jelly
Pasta
Rice
Instant Potatoes
Cereal
Pancake Mix
Canned Milk
Instant Pudding

The FBC Mission Board truly appreciates your generous continued giving and knows that this program will be heartily
supported by our church.
Thank you,
Bob Atwater, CoraLynn Green, and your FBC Mission Board

