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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY AND THE 

WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

  

 

STUFF-A-BUS 
 
Peoria Friendship House of Christian      
Service had a goal to collect ten tons of 
food for their annual Stuff-a-Bus campaign 
which helps feed the community of Peoria. 
Thanks to the help of First Baptist Church 
and other local groups and individuals, the 
goal was surpassed with a total of 10.16 
TONS of food! PFHCS is grateful for the 
support of FBC of Peoria. 

 

  SUNDAY, March 13 - 2:00 a.m. 

 

First Baptist Church of  Peoria 
411 West Lake Avenue 
Peoria, IL  61614-6093 
Phone:  (309) 682-5491  

E-mail: office@fbcpeoria.org  
Website: www.fbcpeoria.org 

Contact Us: 

Dr. Robert Collins, Sr. Pastor  (309) 682-5491 rob@fbcpeoria.org 
Mark Grizzard, Music Dir./Youth. Leader (309) 310-9927 mark@fbcpeoria.org 
Dr. Joshua Russell, Organist  (319) 400-8920 joshua@joshuarussellpianist.com 
Leigh Grizzard, Bell Choir Director  (309) 682-5491 Leigh.Grizzard@gmail.com 
Cindy Courtney, Church Administrator     (309) 682-5491 office@fbcpeoria.org 

Thank You So Much 
I want to thank my church family for all the prayers, care and support you have extended to my family and me through the years.  
You have been wonderful to help us in any way you could.  I am especially appreciative of all of the support you have provided    
during the past few months which have been very difficult.  Dad and Mom loved this church so much, as do I, and I can never 
thank you all enough for all you did to support me during Dad's difficult last days and following his death.  Thank you so much for all 
of the cards, flowers, memorial donations, and assistance with Dad's visitations, his Celebration of Love and Remembrance, and the 
luncheon following the service.  My deepest gratitude to you all.  God bless you all!  Janet Middleton 

 
Reflecting In This Season of Lent 
 
 

Hello Church, 
 
I find myself in a reflective mood this Lenten season.  This mood comes for many reasons.  We have said 
goodbye to our dear Pastor Emeritus Rev. Middleton.  I have also said goodbye to my father.  It is also my 
fourth season of lent with First Baptist.  Other than my first, in 2019, all my other Easters with you have been 
under the shadow of Covid19.  And while I dare not tempt fate by saying we are past the pandemic, I do feel 
a since of hope and light on its way.  
 
As I reflect, I remember my goals for our congregation, goals that I spoke with Rev. Middleton about fairly  
often.  Early in my tenure I penned this little phrase: “Vibrant, Inclusive, Authentic Christian Community.” 
That phrase is hanging in my office and is ever-present as I plan, pray, strategize, pastor, and preach.            
I remember Jim asking me to repeat it the first time he heard it, and after doing so, he gave a simple nod and 
a big smile of approval; which was a big deal for me!  
   
So as we enter into the season of lent, I invite you to join me in reflecting on these ideas.  What does it mean 
to be vibrant?  How can we be more inclusive?  Where are we most authentic?  How do we express our   
Christian-love to others?  All of these questions are worthy of our time and prayers.  
 
Psalm 139:23-24 says this:  

 
Search me, oh God, and know my heart; 
Test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
See if there is any offensive way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
Lent is a great season to search ourselves and to welcome God’s searching as well.  It is the right time to  
reflect and remember and express our gratitude for the blessings of this life.  Let us do that together, and let 
us follow our God in the way everlasting.  
 
Blessings on all of you! 
 
Serving Together, 
 
Dr. Rob Collins 

March 2022 



 

 
 
 
 

Our Christian brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine, Hungary, Romania, and Poland 
are fervently working to help people     
escape the war in Ukraine.  If you would 
like to support the efforts to help the     
refugees, please give to your church and 
place One Great Hour of Sharing – 
Ukraine in the memo. Your church can 
send it to the GRR on the monthly mission 
report.  There will be no overhead fees, 
and all will go directly to help these       
refugees.  Also, please remember to keep 
the Ukrainian people and our global    
servants in your prayers. 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Judy Ryan   Debbie McGlothlen   
Garland Criswell  Virginia Bott   
Alyssa Russell  Paula Austin   
Sally Heathcoat   
Sally Maubach’s Mother  

Helping People Find Help They Need 
 

One of our roles as a church and as church 
members is to respond to requests for help.     
Jennifer Zammuto, who spoke at our February 27 
Contemporary Issues Class, mentioned a source 
of help that should be really useful – 211.         
(Yes, that’s a phone number.)  What kind of help? 
Getting food, finding a place to live, accessing 
medical care, finding the transportation necessary 
to do so many of these things.  211, a Heart of    
Illinois United Way service, also gets a lot of help; 
Advanced Medical Transport of Peoria is a major 
financial supporter. Jennifer, the United Way    
president, says another important way to respond 
to requests for help s to volunteer.  Go on-line to 
volunteer.hoiunitedway.org, and you’ll be          
surprised at how much your help is needed and 
how many opportunities there are for you to give 
it. 

SPECIAL THANKS! 
 
Thank you to everyone who sent cards, called or texted their 
support after the death of Jeff's mom.  We truly appreciate each 
and everyone of you.  Sandy and Jeff Johansen    
 
 
Thanks to all for the get well cards and wishes after my surgery. 
Jean Currie 

 
Contemporary Issues Class -- Depression 

 
 “Depression – the Pandemic’s Secondary Disease” will be the subject of our March 27 
Contemporary Issues Class.  Our speaker will be Chelsea Parker, a certified psychiatrist nurse 
and nursing professional development specialist at UnityPoint Behavioral Health Methodist/
Proctor.  Chelsea makes it her mission to improve mental wellness by promoting increased 
awareness and education, and we welcome her efforts to do that with us during these disturbing 
times.  Besides her Bachelor of Science in nursing degree from Methodist College, she holds a 
master’s in Non-profit Leadership/Human Service Administration from Bradley University.  We 
will meet at 11:15 in the sanctuary.   Barb and Bernie Drake, Class Chairmen 

PARISH NERSE MOMENT:  Is it just me or are trips to the grocery store costing more and more? I seem 
to be spending much more yet bringing home much less!  I have had to stop and reevaluate what I put in 
the shopping cart.  One of the first things I did in my quest to save money was to clean and organize my 
food storage areas.  I pulled everything out and checked expiration dates.  If a can was dented or  rusted, 
it may not be safe to consume.  After taking an inventory, I organized like items together.  Just like in the 
milk section at the grocery store, putting the older food items in the front.  I put my baking goods         
together and canned vegetables were put in like areas.  This made making a grocery list a lot easier.   
 
Do you have to work the next day?  Pack your lunch before putting away any leftovers.  If I still have too 
many leftovers, instead of throwing them out, freeze them in single serving sizes (perfect when you don’t 
want to cook). I like to make a game of my meal planning similar to the Food Network show Chopped.  
What meal can I put together with random food items?  Be creative!  Go outside your culinary comfort 
zone.  You may be surprised at what you create!  
https://mcpress.mayoclinic.org/women-health/liven-up-your-leftovers/https://mcpress.mayoclinic.org/women-health/7-tips

 

TICKET INFORMATION: 
 
General admission tickets start at $25. For larger groups, 
the concourse party areas will be available. Tickets for the 
concourse areas are $30 per person, with a capacity limit 
of 40 people.  The first base party deck, which can         
accommodate up to 75 guests, and the third base party 
deck, which can welcome 100 patrons, will also be       
available for  purchase. Tickets for both party decks start at 
$35 per person.  

https://mcpress.mayoclinic.org/women-health/liven-up-your-leftovers/

