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In the church, we spend a lot of time talking about serving others. It makes sense because Jesus focused on
being a servant and called us to be servants as well. But life can get going really fast, and all of us are
susceptible to getting burned out, tired, or even a bit lost. Throughout scripture, we are encouraged to keep
serving. It doesn’t matter how young or old a person is, or what phase of life they are in, service is a key
element of the Christian way of life.

In Peter’s first letter he writes these words of encouragement and challenge:
"Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one
speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so
that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To Jesus belongs the glory and the
power, forever and ever. Amen.”
(1 Peter 4:9-11)
THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION,
WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD.

Spring Yard Cleanup

THE COMMUNITY AND THE

Community Easter Egg Hunt
First Baptist Church
Front Lawn
Saturday, April 16, 11:00 a.m.

This year's spring yard cleanup will take place from April 18 through April 23. On Saturday, April 23, we
will have a light breakfast at 8:00 a.m., followed by a time to work on projects. If you volunteered to "adopt"
an area of the church yard, this will be a great time to get into the swing of things. Please feel free to
contact Janet Middleton with any questions. Thank you for your help!

There are all kinds of areas, people, and ministries that you can serve in. I’ll name just a few that are right in
front of us!
Our children’s ministry is always in need of volunteers. I know it can be tiring, especially if you “did your
time” in nursery or Sunday School years ago. But the need doesn’t go away. If we are going to be a church
that welcomes, serves, and embraces families with kids, then everyone has to do their part and serve one
another. If you’re interested in volunteering in nursery, children, or youth, talk to a Christian Education Board
member. They can get you signed up.
Local schools are opening back up to volunteers, and our local kids are more in need of tutors than ever
before. There’s a place for you to just sit and read to a kid every week, and you might just change their life
for the better. That’s another way we can serve one another. Speak to Joe Sexton or myself and we can get
you connected to a school.
Coming up on May 7, there will be a community wide event to get guns off the streets. Multiple women’s
groups are partnering with the Peoria Police Department and local churches to host a “gun buy back” day in
the city. There will be opportunities to volunteer at the four different locations on that Saturday. This is
another wonderful way that we can serve one another. Talk to me or leave your name in the main office if
you want to be included on the volunteer list for this day of service.
Of course, there are countless other ways we can serve one another. So keep your eyes open, and together
we can be Christ to the world. Together we can glory all things through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the
glory and the power, forever and ever. Amen.
Serving Together,
Dr. Rob Collins
Senior Pastor

Have you noticed the new striping taking place in the rear parking lot? This project will be completed
through the combined effort of the J&J Striping Duo (Janet Middleton and Jo Sternberg).
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES CLASS
Most of us have some idea how difficult it is for moms and dads to get high-quality, affordable
child care. But we don’t know how much that keeps people from holding down jobs or what’s
being done about it. Brenda Smith, Executive Director of Child Care Resource and Referral in
Peoria, does know and will share that knowledge with us on April 24. Her agency coordinates
child-care services in nine area counties while simultaneously working to strengthen the system.
Do come to hear about “The Big Issues of Child Care – Availability, Affordability, Quality” at
11:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. Barb and Bernie Drake, Class Chairmen

UNITED WAY COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT
Many who attended our February Contemporary Issues
class on Poverty in Peoria asked for more information especially information about how you might help. Two
booklets on the table outside the church office and on
the narthex table will answer some of your questions.
The Heart of Illinois United Way's Community
Assessment offers a fascinating look at school
achievement, food insecurity, poverty rates, health care
access and many other important subjects, concluding
with some suggestions for making a difference. The
other focuses on the United Way's significant efforts to
do just that. They were provided by our speaker,
Jennifer Zammuto, Heart of Illinois United Way
President. Please stop by and pick them up. We
believe they are in keeping with First Baptist's mission.
Barb and Bernie Drake
Class Chairmen

Our Christian brothers and sisters in
Ukraine, Hungary, Romania, and Poland
are fervently working to help people
escape the war in Ukraine. If you would
like to support the efforts to help the
refugees, please give to your church and
place One Great Hour of Sharing –
Ukraine in the memo. Your church can
send it to the GRR on the monthly mission
report. There will be no overhead fees,
and all will go directly to help these
refugees. Also, please remember to keep
the Ukrainian people and our global
servants in your prayers.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
The Illinois Guardianship Association-Human Rights Authority is actively seeking volunteer
board members to serve on the Regional HRA Boards throughout Illinois. The HRA is a disability
advocacy program focused on improving systemic issues within the disability provider
system. If you are interested in volunteering, please complete the volunteer application found
on the State of Illinois Guardianship and Advocacy Website-HRA website: Volunteers - Human
Rights Authority (illinois.gov) or contact Erin Nowlan at erin.k.nowlan@illinois.gov with further
questions!
PRAYER CONCERNS:
Judy Ryan
Debbie McGlothlen
Garland Criswell
Jerry Edwards
Marti Atwater
Paula Austin
Alyssa Russell
Jean Currie
Sally Heathcoat
Sally Maubach’s Mother
Butch and Karen Vickerman

Pastor Rob
Marcellus Somerville, CEO
Jonathan Gladstone, FH Board of Directors Chairman

Marcellus Somerville, CEO, and Jonathan Gladstone,
Chairman, Board of Directors, for Friendship House met
with Pastor Rob Collins to receive the co-sponsor support
check from First Baptist Church of Peoria.

ABM/GRR Gathering - The American Baptist
Men of the Great Rivers Region come together
each year for a weekend of worship, spiritual
growth, fellowship, food, and activities. First
Baptist Church of Peoria will be hosting the 2022
gathering this summer (exact dates TBD). The
gathering will start late on Friday afternoon and
runs through noon on Saturday. Volunteers will
be needed to help with setup, meals and
cleanup. More information will be provided as
plans are finalized. Stay tuned!

TICKET INFORMATION:
General admission tickets start at $25. For larger groups,
the concourse party areas will be available. Tickets for the
concourse areas are $30 per person, with a capacity limit of
40 people. The first base party deck, can accommodate up
to 75 guests, and the third base party deck, can welcome
100 patrons, will also be available for purchase. Tickets for
both party decks start at $35 per person.

