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Reflecting on the
Resurrection of Christ

411 W Lake Avenue
Peoria IL 61614
MAY 2022
Hello Church,
In the month of May, we will be exploring the impact of Jesus’ resurrection on the early church. To
do this, each Sunday we will focus on parts of the pastoral letters from the New Testament. Our
time will primarily be spent on the letters to Philippi, Corinth, and Rome. Together we will look at
what the resurrection meant to the first Christian congregations and hopefully learn a bit more on
what it should mean to us.

THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION,
THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD.

THE COMMUNITY, AND

Spring Yard Cleanup
The Board of Trustees would like to thank everyone who participated in our church yard cleanup
week and who worked so hard to keep our property looking nice. We filled the dumpster thanks
to all of your help and the area at the back of our parking lot is looking so much better. A crew
worked hard to get the courtyard looking nice as well. Several of you worked hard on the areas
you signed up to "adopt" last fall. Thank you so much to everyone who helped!

May 1

The Name that is Above Every Name
Scripture Reading from Philippians 2:1-4

(Philippians 2:5-11)

May 8

A Resurrection Kind of View
Scripture Reading from Mark 8:22-25

(Philippians 3:4-14)

May 15

Open the Door and Throw Away the Key
Scripture Reading from Revelation 1:12-18

(1 Corinthians 15:19-26)

May 22

Walk in the Newness of Life
Scripture Reading from John 14:1-7

(Romans 6:1-11)

May 29

Where is thy Sting?
Scripture Reading from 2 Kings 2:9-12

(1 Corinthians15:42, 50-58)

I am looking forward to this new worship series and to reflecting on the resurrection in our prayers,
our singing, and our Bible study. I hope you’ll join us for this intriguing journey.
Starting in the month of June, I will be on sabbatical. My family and I are traveling to the Rocky
Mountain National Park for a few weeks. And we will be gone the entire month of June. But fear
not, the church is in great hands. You’ll hear more about our Sabbatical Preachers in the coming
month, but I can tell you we are thrilled to have Rev. Daniel Siems returning and our own Rev.
Cheri Grizzard! It is sure to be a wonderful season at First Baptist.
I hope and pray that the Easter season met you with joy and hope. There is a great deal of light
and love found in the resurrection of Christ, both of which we shall be exploring very soon.
Serving Together,
Dr. Rob Collins
Senior Pastor
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES CLASS
"Gun Violence in Peoria" is the very important topic of our May 22 Contemporary Issues Class.
Peoria Police Captain John Briggs will be our speaker. He is the department's captain over
investigations and chairs its department of force board. That's a tough job, and we are fortunate
to have him join us! Captain Briggs is a Peoria native and a graduate of Knox College, where he
earned a bachelor's degree in economics while playing both football and baseball. He has a
master's in business administration from Bradley. Captain Briggs joined the Peoria Police
Department in 2007, working in various capacities, including on a summer violent crimes task
force and the FBI safe streets task force. Please join us at 11:15 in the sanctuary to learn about
this critical and difficult issue. Barb and Bernie Drake, Class Chairmen

TICKET INFORMATION:
General admission tickets start at $25. For larger groups,
the concourse party areas will be available. Tickets for the
concourse areas are $30 per person, with a capacity limit of
40 people. Tickets for both party decks start at $35 per
person. The first base party deck can accommodate up to
75 guests, and the third base party deck can welcome 100
patrons.

ABM/GRR GATHERING
This year’s theme is “Ambassadors for Christ”,
2 Corinthians 5, verse 20. The American Baptist
Men of the Great Rivers Region come together
each year for a weekend of worship, spiritual
growth, fellowship, food, and activities.
First
Baptist Church of Peoria will be hosting the 2022
gathering beginning on Friday, August 5.
Registration will start at 4:00 pm, followed by
dinner around 6:00 p.m. Saturday morning will
begin with breakfast at 8:00 a.m. The worship session will finish around noon. Volunteers will be
needed to help as plans are finalized.
Please contact Dick Gillaspie with any questions
and learn how you can be part of this enlightening
experience!

Our Christian brothers and sisters in
Ukraine, Hungary, Romania, and Poland
are fervently working to help people
escape the war in Ukraine. If you would
like to support the efforts to help the
refugees, please give to your church and
place One Great Hour of Sharing –
Ukraine in the memo. Your church can
send it to the GRR on the monthly mission
report. There will be no overhead fees,
and all will go directly to help these
refugees. Also, please remember to keep
the Ukrainian people and our global
servants in your prayers.

AWESOME OPPORTUNITIES!!

PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY, MAY 22, as
we celebrate our 2022 college and high
school graduates:
Edie Klink, Dawson Ouellette,
RJay Pilgram, Maggie Weatherington,
Melissa Tomsovic, Tara Burmood, and
Charity Klaus.

The Men’s breakfast will be held on Saturday,
May 7 at 8:00 a.m. Please contact the church
office, Ron Jacobs, or Dick Gillaspie for
reservations!

Beginning May 1, the Communion food drive
has resumed. All donations will be distributed
between the Friendship House and Blind
Center food pantries. Just look for the
friendly blue shopping cart in the warm room.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
The Illinois Guardianship & Advocacy Commission-Human Rights Authority is actively seeking
volunteer board members to serve on the Regional HRA Boards throughout Illinois. The HRA is
a disability advocacy program focused on improving systemic issues within the disability
provider system. If you are interested in volunteering, please complete the volunteer application
found on the State of Illinois Guardianship and Advocacy Website-HRA website: Volunteers Human Rights Authority (illinois.gov) or contact Erin Nowlan at erin.k.nowlan@illinois.gov with
further questions!
PRAYER CONCERNS:
Judy Ryan
Debbie McGlothlen
Garland Criswell
Jerry Edwards
Marti Atwater
Paula Austin
Alyssa Russell
Kathy Paradise
Sally Heathcoat
Bonna Zimmerman
Sally Maubach’s Mother
Butch and Karen Vickerman

Be sure to Save the date for our ABW Brunch on
Saturday, May 21, 10-11:30 a.m.

Our speaker will be Susan Gundy, who is a storyteller
from Bloomington, IL and very interesting!
You have time to invite friends; but let Carolyn know,
309-685-1388 or emailcsimk@me.com. The cost is
$4. We will be collecting money for a Love Gift.
We will see you all there! ABW

Ruth and Jim Collins granddaughter, Alivia, is working
toward her Eagle Scout award. If you would like to
donate all sizes of knitted/crocheted hats, please check
on the link noted above. Your donations can be
dropped in the box outside the church office.
Thank you!

