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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY, AND 
THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

  

 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Judy Ryan    
Garland Criswell 
Jerry Edwards  
Alyssa Russell   
Beulah Bobbitt  
Butch and Karen Vickerman 

 
“MUGS I” is a discussion group which meets each 
Tuesday at 10 a.m., in the church parlor and on 
Zoom, led by Laura Laninga. Although not exactly a 
Bible Study, we do read books of a spiritual nature 
and discuss them. The book we have just begun is 
called “Wearing God” by Lauren F. Winner. We don’t 

always agree on theology, but when we disagree, it’s with love 
and respect – and fun! If this sounds interesting to you, please 
join us. (If you would like to try the Zoom version, contact Gay 
Barton, 309-673-2098, and you will be emailed the link.) 

RAPID RESPONSE TEAM:   
 
In response to concerns expressed 
by members of the congregation, a 
Rapid Response Team has been 
formed to address safety in our 
church. The team will be addressing 
what action should be taken in the 
event of an imminent tornado     
warning, on site heart attack or 
stroke, fire, active shooter, etc. More 
details will be coming from this team. 

Join the Trustees and Lambda Chi Fraternity on Saturday,     
October 22, starting with a light breakfast at 8:00 a.m. for the fall 
yard cleanup. Please bring any tools you might deem necessary 
and lawn/leaf bags, etc.   Come one, come all!   Janet Middleton 

Garland Criswell would like to extend his appreciation for all those who attended his birthday celebration.  
He truly enjoyed seeing everyone!! Garland also appreciated all the cards and best wishes.  It was a great 
95!!   
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Contact Us: 

Rev. Dr. Robert Collins, Sr. Pastor  (309) 682-5491 rob@fbcpeoria.org 
Dr. Mark Grizzard, Music Dir./Youth. Leader (309) 310-9927 mark@fbcpeoria.org 
Dr. Joshua Russell, Organist  (319) 400-8920 joshua@joshuarussellpianist.com 
Leigh Grizzard, Bell Choir Director  (309) 682-5491 Leigh.Grizzard@gmail.com 
Cindy Courtney, Church Administrator     (309) 682-5491 office@fbcpeoria.org 

Hello Church,                                                                   
This October, we will begin our fall worship series called “Genuine Love.” This series is inspired from      
Romans 12:9-13 and serves as our guide through the Annual Stewardship Campaign.  
 
Romans 12:9-13 says: 
 
  9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good;  
10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  
11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord.  
12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer.  
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 
 
Each Sunday, the worship service will be guided by a verse from our Romans 12 passage. All of it will      
culminate with Consecration Sunday on November 6. This year we will be returning to our pre-covid      
practice of bringing our pledges to the front of the church on Consecration Sunday. This practice reminds 
us of our service to God, our dedication to the Kingdom, and our commitment to the work of Christ through 
the local church.  
 
As we all begin to seek God’s guidance on our pledges and commitments, let us remember the work that 
we are striving to accomplish. As a church we are dedicated to challenging and inspiring worship services; 
we are dedicated to robust support for international missions and ministries; we are dedicated to helping all 
people experience the love of God; and we are dedicated to serving the children, youth, and young adults of 
our church and community. While much of this is done through volunteers, there is a real cost to each part 
of that calling. Just to give you an example, here’s a simplified break down of a few of these costs: 
 
In the realm of Missions, $1,500 per month is needed to support various American Baptist Missions and 
Ministries, and $25,000 is needed annually to continue supporting our budgeted Mission partners.  
 
When it comes to Worship, $3,250 covers one week of worship, $5,000 each year helps to keep our music 
equipment up to date, and $6,500 each month keeps our church clean, insured, and maintained.  
 
Our Children’s Ministry needs at least $5,000 of funding each year, and we need around $3,000 every 
month for the utilities of this beautiful church building.  
 
I know that it’s rarely easy to give more, nor has life ever been more expensive. Twenty years ago you could 
buy a dozen eggs for .97 cents and a gallon of gas for just over a buck. Over the past two decades         
electricity has doubled in price, eggs have tripled, and gas has quadrupled (at least)! Of course, the cost of 
maintaining a church and all its ministries has experienced its own inflation. So I know that none of it is 
easy.  
 
But I also know this; while a lot has changed in the world over the past 20 or so years, our love for God has 
not. Our love for this church and community has not changed. This love is what makes the Annual        
Stewardship Campaign so important for First Baptist Church. The money pledged during this campaign  
supports world-wide missions, our worship services, the upkeep and improvement of the building and 
grounds, and the vast array of ministries. To bolster current ministries, support basic operations of the 
church, and to prepare for the future work of the church, our stewardship campaign goal is to raise our 
2022 pledges by 7%. This would allow church leadership and staff to take important steps toward the 
growth and sustainability of First Baptist Church of Peoria.   (continued on next page) 
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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES CLASS 
 We are happy to announce a provocative program and a thoughtful speaker for our October 30         
Contemporary Issues Class, the first of the new season. The program is entitled “Recovery Courts as Alternatives 
to Jail or Prison.” The term “recovery courts” refers to drug courts, mental health courts, veterans’ courts, and 
courts for those convicted of driving under the influence. The idea is to give those arrested for those reasons the 
help they need to avoid future problems – rather than just throwing them in jail.  
 Our speaker is Michael E. Brandt, a practicing attorney who concentrates on criminal defense, traffic   
defense and expungement of criminal records. He previously served as Peoria County assistant prosecutor,    
assistant public defender, and civil court judge, including one term as chief circuit judge. He also taught law at 
Illinois Central College and Bradley University. The retired judge is a board member of the Center for Prevention 
of Abuse and the Illinois Children’s Justice Task Force. He handles no-fee civil cases through Prairie State Legal 
Services and is a member of the Illinois Judges Association Pro Bono Committee.  
 
Our class will begin at 11:15 in the sanctuary.   Barb and Bernie Drake, Class Chairs 

(continued from front page) 

 
So please join me in praying for our church and its calling in the world. Join me in praying for our upcoming 
worship series, and join me in praying for Consecration Sunday. Every dollar pledged is vital and no amount 
is too small to make a difference! If you are able to increase your pledge that is wonderful. If you are not, 
that’s ok too. We can only give from what God has given us.  
 
On another note of blessing, October marks the 4th anniversary of the Collins family coming to      
Peoria. I cannot believe it has already been four years. When we first arrived, Miles was only four months 
old, and now he comes to church dressed as a Spiderman and calls everyone old man (sorry about that by 
the way, for the old man part not the Spiderman costume.  The costume is awesome.) Raegan was only 
three years old, barely had any hair, and she’s basically running the church now. Casey is now busy   
teaching kids in our community every day. How time has flown by. For the gift of our church, for all of you, I 
am incredibly thankful.  
 
I look forward to the journey in front of us, and all that God will be doing.  
 
Serving Together, 
 
Dr. Rob Colins 
Senior Pastor 

“Announcing the newest addition to our little    
family, Vivian Cheri Grizzard! Born on Thursday, 
September 22nd, weighing 8 pounds 9 ounces, 
and 20 inches long, she has already stolen our 
hearts. Natalie is absolutely in love with her little 
sister, and we are settling in as a family of four.” 
Mark & Leigh Grizzard 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF PEORIA 
This November, the Jewish Federation of Peoria is hosting a partnership of Arab and Jewish women from 
the Western Galilee. Their group is called “Women Leading a Dialogue” and their mission is to find mutual 
ground and strengthen the bond between Arab and Jewish women from the Western Galilee while sharing, 
exposing, and involving their partner communities to the diversity of the Western Galilee. The Jewish       
Federation is hosting three Jewish women and three Muslim women as they spend a few days in Peoria. 
There will be a community wide presentation the evening of November 10, more information to follow.    
Everyone from the community will be invited to this event. 
  
I’m also very honored to share that the Jewish Federation has invited First Baptist Church of Peoria to host a 
morning breakfast event, much smaller and casual than the larger events. On the morning of Thursday,   
November 9, we'll be holding a "Coexistence Cafe" at First Baptist and inviting local clergy and some of 
their leadership. Together local faith leaders will have the opportunity to meet and hear the stories of these 
brave women taking a courageous journey. Please keep them in prayer for safe travels as this event comes     
closer.  

 

Anna Marie Galarion has been hired to 
work in our nursery on Sunday    
mornings. Anna Marie Is currently  
attending Bradley University, majoring 
in animation. She has tutored children 
in “America Reads” as well as working 
at a library for a summer reading  
challenge. She also assisted teachers 
in an “after school matters” program.  

Alaina Carreno has been hired as a 
Children’s Ministry intern. She is also 
working in the nursery on        
Wednesday night. Alaina has cared for 
children of multiple ages for five years. 
During high school, she was a        
volunteer tutor at a local kindergarten 
school.  For two years, she helped run 
a “play preschool” camp. She is    
currently a sophomore nursing      
student at Bradley University.  

Labria Gordon (Bria) has been hired 

as a Children’s Ministry intern. She is 
currently a sophomore at Bradley  
University majoring in Public Health 
Education. Additionally she expects to 
attend Grad school for nursing. Bria 
has tutored children K-8th grade and 
worked last year as a summer      
counselor for children ages 4-6 in  
Calumet City, IL. She also volunteered 
at a day care for two years while in 
high school.  

PLEASE WELCOME OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY INTERNS AND SUNDAY MORNING BABYSITTER!!   

3rd and 4th Grades Receive their first Bible! 
On September 18, Kara Grove, Chairman, Christian 
Education Board, presented first Bibles to (l to r):   
Charlie Miller (Doug & Pam Miller’s grandson);  
Gabriel Robertson (April & Ron Jacob’s grandson); 
Lili Ramirez (Vickie & Doug Stewart’s               
granddaughter);  
Logan Eisfelder (Leann  Eisfelder’s son);  
Penny Nowlan (Erin & Kevin Nowlan’s daughter/
Wayne & Diane Nowlan’s granddaughter).   
Also receiving their Bibles, but unable to attend, 
were Adam & Devin Klaus. 

 

 

IT WAS HOT! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BLOCK PARTY - IT WAS A GREAT DAY! 


