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THE MISSION OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO MINISTER TO OUR CONGREGATION, THE COMMUNITY, AND 
THE WORLD, SO THAT ALL MAY EXPERIENCE THE LOVE AND GRACE OF GOD. 

  

 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Judy Ryan    
Garland Criswell 
Jerry Edwards  
Alyssa Russell   
Beulah Bobbitt  
Butch and Karen Vickerman 
John Crawford 
Betty Hart 

Sermon direction . . . 
November 6  Living a Consecrated Life 
CONSECRATION SUNDAY  
Scripture Reading: Philippians 4:4-9 
Pastoral Reading: Romans 12:9-18 
 
November 13 A New Heaven and A New Earth 
Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 12:1-6 
Pastoral Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 
 
November 20 Together You Shall Celebrate  
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 100:1-5 
Pastoral Reading:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

First Baptist Church of  Peoria 
411 West Lake Avenue 
Peoria, IL  61614-6093 
Phone:  (309) 682-5491  

E-mail: office@fbcpeoria.org  
Website: www.fbcpeoria.org 

Contact Us: 

Rev. Dr. Robert Collins, Sr. Pastor  (309) 682-5491 rob@fbcpeoria.org 
Dr. Mark Grizzard, Music Dir./Youth. Leader (309) 310-9927 mark@fbcpeoria.org 
Dr. Joshua Russell, Organist  (319) 400-8920 joshua@joshuarussellpianist.com 
Leigh Grizzard, Bell Choir Director  (309) 682-5491 Leigh.Grizzard@gmail.com 
Cindy Courtney, Church Administrator     (309) 682-5491 office@fbcpeoria.org 

 

                 RIVER GROWTH CONFERENCE UPDATE 
 

Hello Church, 
This past month I traveled to SpringĜeld, Illinois, for the Great Rivers 
Region (GRR) biannual gathering. I saw tons of familiar faces like 
Marti Atwater, Dick Gillaspie, Ron Jacobs, and Erica Van Brakle. 
There were pastors from our area, and denominational                  
representatives from across the country. I can report that worship 
was refreshing and the testimonies shared were very powerful.  
 
Global Partner Larry Stanton spoke about this work with refugees in 
and around Hungary. Tears were shed as Larry spoke of children 
Ĝnding new homes, of families seeking a new life, and of the          
immense need being felt all around the world. I heard a report from a 
Global Partner that was new to me, Carmella Jones. Carmella also 
serves in Hungary as she teaches English and ministers to families 
with children who have special needs. She works with a pediatric 
hospice program and provides much needed support for these   

families. With Larry®s and Carmella®s testimonies, there were few dry eyes in the room. It is truly 
amazing what God can do with willing servants, open hearts, and dedicated followers!  
 
I was thrilled to vote in favor of our new GRR Executive Minister Rev. Patty Bilyeu. Patty has been a 
big supporter of both FBC Peoria and myself, and I can®t wait to continue serving with her in our 
community and across the denomination. Following that session, I enjoyed speaking with Marc 
Kirchoff, a Donor Advisor for International Ministries (IM). Marc shared lots of information about IM 
and expressed a deep gratitude for First Baptist®s generosity over the many, many years. He 
showed me that just in the past ten years alone, FBC Peoria as supported IM with nearly $170,000 
in funding.  
 
Worship on Saturday morning was honestly soul Ĝlling and inspiring. The main speaker was Dr. Kirk 
Byron Jones and the music was led by the St. Louis Antioch Baptist Church Worship Team. There 
were incredible moments of praise and reflection. Dr. Jones® message spoke of resting in Christ and 
being refueled so that we can serve all the more.  
 
I am incredibly grateful to have seen so many familiar faces, to meet knew ministers and lay leaders, 
and to be serving with you, my First Baptist family. For all of it, I give thanks, praise be to God.  
 
Serving Together, 
 
Dr. Rob Collins 
Senior Pastor 

NOVEMBER 2022 



 

  
Regional Ministry Board 
Appoints Executive Minister 

 
The GRR Regional Ministry Board is pleased to announce the             
appointment of Rev. Patricia King Bilyeu (Patty) as Executive   
Minister of the Great Rivers Region. Patty is no stranger to the 
GRR, having served in churches in Areas I, III, and IV, and most 
recently as Interim Executive Minister. 
 
Her commitment to Christ came early and she has been involved 
with American Baptists her whole life. She is a native of Ohio.  
During college, she became part of a ministry team at her home 
church and soon acknowledged God®s call to full-time ministry. 
She started her formal training at the University of Toledo with her 
bachelor®s degree. For her seminary training, she earned her 

Master of Divinity degree at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary. Having been ordained in 
the American Baptist   Churches USA in 1994, she has been active in Baptist life wherever she 
has been. Patty is a lifelong learner and earned her teaching certiĜcate in 2004. While in Ohio 
she actively participated in the Ohio ABC Region and in 2009 was the President of the      
American Baptist Churches of Ohio. Upon her return to the GRR, Patty served as the Moderator 
of Area IV and on the region board before becoming the Assistant Area IV Minister in 2015.  
Patty came into the region full-time in 2017 when she was selected to be the Regional Area 
Minister for Areas II and IV. With staff retirements, the GRR Ministry of Staff Relations changed 
Patty®s job title to  Associate Executive Minister in 2020. This past year, she served the GRR as 
Interim Executive Minister. 
 
Patty enjoys traveling, music, and spending time with her family, especially her grandchildren. 
Patty is passionate about Jesus Christ®s redeeming love and recognizes the importance of 
Kingdom Building today. It is that passion and love she carries on to the churches in the region 
she assists. Patty is thrilled to be on the regional staff where she is committed to the growth of 
healthy pastors and healthy congregations. Patty speaks French and is learning the Hungarian 
language.  

 
Come one, come all!!  OK, OK!  It is not even Thanksgiving yet, BUT 
put November 20, 4:30 p.m. on your calendars. The Diaconate is   
inviting all to help decorate the church for the Advent Season! Bring 
your talents and good ideas!  It will be a great evening! 
 
Christmas Concert - Sunday, December 18, 6 p.m. 
 
Christmas Eve Worship - Saturday, December 24, 5 p.m. 
 

The 35th Annual Stuff-A-Bus food drive to beneĜt the Peoria 
Friendship House of Christian Service is happening October 28 
through November 30, 2022. Stuff-A-Bus plans to outdo the       
donations collected in 2021 and set a goal to collect 11 tons of 
food on the vintage CityLink bus. 
 
The boxes are in place and awaiting your donations. 

 

 

 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF PEORIA 
 

The Jewish Federation of Peoria is hosting a partnership of Arab and Jewish women from the Western 
Galilee. Their group is called W̄omen Leading a Dialogue° and their mission is to find mutual ground 
and strengthen the bond between Arab and Jewish women from the Western Galilee while sharing,   
exposing, and involving their partner communities to the diversity of the Western Galilee. The Jewish 
Federation is hosting three Jewish and three Muslim women as they spend a few days in Peoria. There 
will be a community wide presentation the evening of November 10, more information to follow.        
Everyone from the community will be invited to this event. 
  
We are very honored to share that the Jewish Federation has invited First Baptist Church of  Peoria to 
host a morning breakfast event, much smaller and casual than the larger events. On the morning of 
Thursday, November 10, we'll be holding a "Coexistence Cafe" at First Baptist and inviting local clergy 
and some of their leadership. Together local faith leaders will have the opportunity to meet and hear the 
stories of these brave women taking a courageous journey. Please keep them in prayer for safe travels 
as this event comes  closer.  

The Board of Trustees would like to thank everyone who helped with our fall church yard cleanup. We 
had a beautiful day and a wonderful work crew that included volunteers from the Lambda Chi fraternity 
at Bradley. Every goal that had been set for the day was accomplished. Thanks to everyone who took 
part. We hope to see you all at our next cleanup day in the spring! 


